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ft injuria, lmgas 


4 Y 5 e amm en faſtigia rerum. 


. is a practice I haye generally followed, 
to converſe in equal freedom with the 


deſerving men of both parties; and it was 
never without ſome contempt, that I have 


obſerved perſons wholly out of employ- 


ment affect to do otherwiſe. I doubted, 


whether any man could owe ſo much to 
the ſide he was of, although he were re- 
tained by it; but without {ome great point 


of intereſt, either in poſſeſſion or proſpect, 
1 thought it was the mark of A low and 


narrow ſpirit. - 
It is hard, that for ſome weeks ouſt I 


have been FOO in my own defence to 


follow a proceeding, that I have ſo much 


condemned in others. But ſeveral of my 
acquaintance among the declining party 
are grown ſo inſufferably peeviſh and ſple- 
netick, profeſs ſuch violent apprehenſions 

Vol.. VIII. B for 


2 THE EXAMINER. Ne 14. 


for the publick, and repreſent the ſtate of 


things in ſuch formidable ideas, that I find 
myſelf diſpoſed to ſhare in their afflictions; 
although L know them to be groundleſs 


and imaginary, or, which is worſe, purely 
affected. To offer them comfort one by 
one, would be not only an endleſs, but a 


diſobliging taſk. Some of them, I am con- 


vinced, would be leſs melancholy if there 
were more occaſion. I ſhall therefore, in- 
ſtead of hearkening to farther complaints, 
employ ſome part of this paper tor the 
future in letting ſuch men ſee, that their 


natural or acquired fears are 1l|-grounded, 


and their artificial ones as ill-intended ; 
that all our preſent inconveniences are — 85 
conſequence of the very counſels they ſo 


much admire, which would ſtill have en- 


creaſed if thoſe had continued; and that 
neither our conſtitution in church or ſtate 


could probably have been long preſerved 


without ſuch methods As have been already 
taken. 


THE late revolutions at court have given 
room to ſome ipecious objections, which I 
have heard repeated by well-meaning men, 
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Ne 13, THE EXAMINER, . 


juſt as they had taken them up on the 


credit of others, who have worſe deſigns. 
They wonder, the Quzzx would chuſe to 
change her miniſtry at this juncture, and 
thereby give uneaſineſs to a general, who. 


hath been ſo long ſucceſsful abroad, and 


might think himſelf injured, if the entire 
miniſtry were not of his own nomination 
that there were few complaints of any 


conſequence againſt the late men in power, 


and none at all in parliament, which on 
the contrary paſſed votes in favour of the 
chief miniſter ; that, if her majeſty had 
a mind to introduce the other party, it 
would have been more ſeaſonable after a 
peace, which now we have made deſperate 


by ſpiriting the French, who rejoice at theſe 


changes, and by the fall of our credit, 


which unqualifies us for carrying on the 


war; that the parliament, ſo untimely 
diſſolved, had been diligent in their ſup- 
plies, And dutiful in their behaviour; that 
one conſequence of theſe changes appears 
already in the fall of the ſtocks; that we 


may ſoon expect more and worſe; and 


laſtly, that all this naturally tends to break 
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the ſettlement of the crown, and call over 


| the Pretender. 


Theſe, and the like notions, are plenti- 


fully ſcattered abroad by the malice of a 


ruincd party, to render the Quzezn and 


her adminiſtration odious, and to inflame 


the nation. And theſe are what, upon oc- 
caſion, I ſhall endeavour to overthrow by 


3 5 falſhood and abſurdity | of 


them. 


It is a great unhappineſs, when in a 
government conſtituted like ours it ſhould 
be ſo brought about, that the continuance 


of a war muſt be for the intereſt of vaſt 
numbers (civil, as well as military) who 
otherwiſe would have been as unknown, as 
their original, I think our preſent condi- 


tion of affairs is admirably deſcribed oy 


two veries 1 in Lucan : 


Hin: ſurà vorax, avidumque i 771 tempore 


foenus, 
Hi inc CON 2 fides, et les utile bellum. 


Which, without any or cat force upon the 
words, may be thus tranſlated : 


Hence are derived thoſeexorbitant intereſts 


aul annuities; Rene thoſe large diſcounts for 
advance 
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advance and prompt payment Hence publick ” 


credit is ſhaken ; and hence great 71 11anber's 


find their profit in prolonging the war. 


It is odd, that among a free trading peo- 
ple, as we call ourſelves, there ſhould ſo 


many be found to cloſe in with thoſe 


counſels, who have been ever averſe from 
all overtures towards a peace : but yet 


there 1s no great myſtery in the matter. 
Let any man obſerve the equipages in this 
town, he ſhall find the greater number of 


thoſe, who make a figure, tobe a ſpeciesof 


men quite different from any, that were 


ever known before the revolution; con- 
lifting either of generals and colonels, or 
of thoſe, whoſe whole fortunes lie in funds 
and flocks: ſo that Homer, which accord- 
ing to the old maxim was uſed to follow 


land, is now gone over to money ; and the 
country gentleman is in the condition of 


a young heir, out of whoſe eſtate a ſcri- 


vener receives half the rents for intereſt, 


and hath a mortgage on the whole; Kant 


is therefore always ready to feed his vices 


and extravagancies, while there is any thing 
left. So that if the war continue ſome years 


longer, a landed man will be little better 


B 3 than 


6 THE EXAMINER. No 13. 
than a farmer of- a rack-rent to the army 


and to the publick funds. 


It may perhaps be worth enquiring, 


from what beginnings and by what ſteps. 
we have been brought into this deſperate 
condition: and in ſearch of this we muſt 


run up as high as the revolution. 
Moſt of the nobility and gentry, who 


invited over the prince of Orange, or at- 


| tended him in his expedition, were true 
lovers of their country and its conſtitution 


in church and ſtate; and were brought 


to yield to thoſe breaches in the ſucceſſion 


of the crown, out of a regard to the ne- 


ceſſity of the kingdom and the ſafety of 


the people, which did, and could only, 
make them lawful ; but without intention 
of drawing ſuch a practice into precedent, 


or making i it a ſtanding meaſure by which 


to proceed in all times to come; and 
therefore we find their counſels ever tended 
to keep things, as much as poſſible, in the 


old courſe. But ſoon after, and under a 


ſett of men, who had nothing to loſe, and 
had neither borne the burthen nor heat of 
the day, found means to whiſper in the 
king's car, that the principles of loyalty 1 a 
| the 
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the church of England were wholly in incon- 
ſiſtent with the revolution. Hence began 
the early practice of careſſing the Diſſen- 


ters, reviling the univerſities, as maintain- 
ers of arbitrary power, and reproaching 


the clergy with the doctrines of divine 


right, paſſroe obedience, and on- reſſſlance. 
At the ſame time, in order to faſten weal- 


thy people to the new government, they 


propoſed thoſe pernicious ex pedients of 
borrowing money by vaſt preminms, and 
at exorbitant intereſt: a practice as old 
as Eumenes, one of Alexander's captains, 
who, ſetting up for himſelf after the death 


of his maſter, perſuaded his principal of- 


| ficers to lend him great ſums, after which 


they were forced to follow him for their 
own ſecurity. 
This introduced a number of new dex- 


trous men into buſineſs and credit. It was 
argued, that the war could not laſt above 


two or three campaigns; and that it was 


ceaſier for the ſubjects to raiſe a fund for 


paying intereſt, than to tax them annually 


to the full expence of the war. Several 


perſons, who had ſmall or incumbered 


eſtates, fold them, and turned their mo- 


B 4 ney 


8 THE EXAMINER. Noe 13. 
ney into thoſe funds, to great advantage: 


merchants, as well as other monied men, 
finding trade was dangerous, purſued the 
ſame Weed. But the war continuing, 


and growing more expenſive, taxes were 


increaſed, and funds multiplied every year, 


till they have arrived at the monſtrous 


height we now behold them; and that, 
which was at firſt a corruption, is at laſt 
grown neceſſary, and what every good 


ſubject muſt now fall in with, althou gh 
he may be allowed to with it might 72 


have an end ; becauſe it is with a kingdom 
as with a private fortune, where every new 


incumbrance adds a double weic oht. By 
this means the wealth of a nation, that 
uſed to be reckoned by the value of land, 
is now computed by the riſe and fall of 2 


ſtocks: and although the foundation of 


credit be ſtill the ſame, and upon a bot- 


tom that can never be ſhaken, and al- 


though all intereſt be duly paid by the 
1 yet, through the contrivance and 
cunning of Hlocl-jobbers, there hath been 
brought in ſuch a complication of knavery 


and cozenage, ſuch a myſtery of iniquity, 
and ſuch an unintelligible jargon of terms 
to 
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to involve it in, as were never known in 
any other age or country in the world. 
I have heard it affirmed by perſons ſkilled 
in theſe calculations, that if the tunds ap- 
propriated to the payment of intereſt and 
annuities were added to the yearly taxes, 
and the four-ſhilling aid ſtrictly exacted in 
' all counties of the kingdom, it would very 
* near, if not fully, ſupply the occaſions of 
| the war; at leaſt ſuch a part as, in the 
opinion of very able perſons, had been at 
that time prudent not to exceed. For I 
make it a queſtion, Whether any wiſe 
prince or ſtate in the continuance of a 
war, which was not purely defenſive, or 
immediately at his own door, did ever 
_ propoſe that his expence ſhould perpetu- 
ally exceed what he was able to impoſe 
annually upon his ſubjects? Neither if the 
war laſt many years longer, do I ſee how 
the next generation will be able to begin 
another; which in the courſe of human 
affairs, and according to the various inter- 
eſts and ambition of princes, may be as 
neceſſary for them, as it hath been for us. 
And if our fathers had left us as deeply 
involved, as we are likely to leave our 
children, 
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: children, I appeal to any man, what ſort 


of figure we ſhould have been able to 
make theſe twenty years paſt. Beſides, 


neither our enemies nor allies are upon 
the ſame foot with us in this particular. 


France and Holland, our neareſt neigh- 


bours, and the fartheſt engaged, will much 


ſooner recover themſelves after a war: the 


firſt by the abſolute power of the prince, 


who being maſter of the lives and fortunes 


of his ſubjects, will quickly find expedients 
to pay his debts; and ſo will the other, 
buy their prudent adminiſtration, the great- 


neſs of their trade, their wonderful parſi- 


mony, the willingneſs of their people to 
; undergo all kind of taxes, and their juſtice 


in applying as well as collecting them. 


But above all we are to conſider, that 


France and Holland fight on the continent, 


either upon or near their own territories, 
and the greateſt part of the money circu- 


lates among themſelves; whereas ours. 


croſſes the ſea, either to Flanders, Spain, 


or Portugal, and every penny of it, whether 
in ſpecie or returns, is ſo much loſt to the 
nation for ever. 


Upon 
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No 13. THE EXAMINER. 11 
Upon theſe conſiderations alone, it was 
the moſt prudent courſe imaginable in the 


QuxEN, to lay hold of the diſpoſition of 
the people for changing the parliament 


and miniſtry at this juncture, and extri- 
cating herſelf as ſoon as poſſible out of 


the pupillage of thoſe, who found their 
accounts only in perpetuating the war. 
Neither have we the leaſt reaſon to doubt, 


but the enſuing parliament will aſſiſt der 
MajzsTY with. the utmoſt vigour, until 
her enemies again be brought to ſue for 


peace, and again offer ſuch terms as will 
make it both honourable and laſting; 


only with this difference, that the miniſtry | 


perhaps will not again refuſe them. 


Audiet pugnas iti parentum 
Rara Tuvents. 
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THE EXAMINER. N 14. 
NUMBER XIV. 
Thurſday, November q, 1710. 


E quibus hivacuas implent -ſermonibus aures, 
Hi narrata ferunt alio: menſuraque ficti 
Creſcit, et auditis aliquid novus adjicit autor. 
Illic Credulitas, illic temerarius Error, 
LanaqueLaetitia eſt, conſlernatiqueTimores, 
 Seditioque recens, dubioque autore Suſurri. 


AM prevailed on, through the impor- 
- portumity of friends, to interrupt the 
ſcheme I had begun in my laſt paper, by 
an Eſſay upon the art of Political Lying. 
We are told the devil is the father of Hes, 
and was a lyar from the be pinning : » ſo that 
beyond contradiction the invention is old : 
and, which is more, his firſt Eſſay of it 
was purely political, employed in under- 
mining the authority of his prince, and ſe- 
ducing a third part of the ſubjects from 
their obedience; for which he was driven. 
down from Heaven, where (as Milton ex- 
preſſeth it) he had been Victror of a great 
weſtern province; and forced to exerciſe 
his talent in inferior regions among other 


fallen 
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fallen ſpirits, or poor deluded men, whom he 


ſtill daily tempts to His wr ſm, and will 
ever do fo, till he be chained 1 in the bottom- 

le ofs pit. | 
But although the devil be the father of 


Hes, he ſeems, like other great inventors, 


to have loſt much of his reputation by the 
continual Improvements, that have been 


made upon him. 
Who firſt reduced tying into an art, and 
adapted it to politichs, is not ſo clear "HA 


hiſtory ; although I have made ſome dili- 


gent enquiries. I ſhall therefore conſider 


it only according to the modern ſyſtem, as 


it hath been cultivated theſe twenty years 
paſt in the ſouthern part of our own illand. 

The poets tell us, that after the giants 
were overthrown by the gods, the earth 


in revenge produced her laſt offspring, 


which was Fame. And the fable is thus 


interpreted; That when tumults and ſe- 
ditions are quieted, rumours and falſe re- 
ports are plentifully ſpread through a nation. 
80 that by this account Hing is the laſt 


relief of a routed, earth-born, rebellious party 
in a ſtate. But here the moderns have 
made great additions, applying this art to 

the 
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14 . TRE EXAMINER. N* 14. 


the gaining of power and preſerving it, as 
well as revenging themſelves after they 
have loſt it; as the ſame inſtruments are 


made uſe of by animals to feed themſelves 


when they are hungry, and to bite thoſe 
that tread upon them. 
But the ſame genealogy cannot always 
be admitted for political Hing; > I hall 
therefore deſire to refine upon it, by add- 


ing ſome circumſtances of its birth and 


parents. A political tye is ſometimes born 
out of a diſcarded ſtateſman's head, and 
thence delivered to be nurſed and dandled 
by the rabble. Sometimes it is produced 
a monſter, and /cked into ſhape: at other 
times it comes into the world completely 


formed, and is {| polled i in the licking. It is 
often Ko an infant in the regular way, 
and requires time to mature it; and often 


it ſees the light in its full growth, but 


dwindles away by degrees. Sometimes it is 


of noble birth; and ſometimes the {| pawn of 
a frock-jobber. Here it ſcreams aloud at the | 


opening of the womb; and zhere it is de- 
livered with a whiſher. I know a Hye, that 


now. diſturbs half the kingdom with its 


noiſe, which, although too proud and great 
at 
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_ glaſs you will behold your beſt friends clad 


at preſent to own its parents, I can re- 


member its w27ſper-hood. To conclude the 
nativity of this monſter; when it comes 
into the world without a „ing, it is ſtill- 


born; and whenever it loſes its Hing, it 
dies. 


No wander if an infant ſo miraculous 


in its birth ſhould be deſtined for great 


adventures; and accordingly we fee it 


hath been the guardian ſpirit of a prevail- 


ing party for. almoſt twenty years. It can 
conquer kingdoms without fighting, and 


ſometimes with the loſs of a battle. It 
gives and reſumes employments; . can fink 
a mountain to a mole-hill, and raiſe a 
mole-hill to a mountain; hath preſided 
for many years at committees of elections; 

can waſh a b/ack-a-morr white; make a 

ſaint of an atheiſt, and a patriot of a pro- 

fligate; can furniſh foreign miniſters with 
intelligence; ; and raiſe or let fall the credit 
of the nation. This goddeſs flies with a 
huge looking-glaſs i in = hands to dazzle 
the croud, and make them ſee, according 
as ſhe turns it, their ruin in their intereſt, 
and their e in their ruin. In this 


in 


16 THE EXAMINER, Ne 14. 
in coats powdered with fleurs de lis and 
triple crowns, their girdles hung round 
with chain, and beads, and wooder ſhoes ; 31 
and your worſt enemies adorned with the 
enſigns of liberty, property, indulgence, no- 
deration, and a cornucopia in their hands. 
Her large wings, like thoſe of a flying fiſh, 
are of no uſe but while they are moiſt; 
ſhe therefore dips them in nud, and four- 
ing aloft ſcatters it in the eyes of the mul- 
titude, flying with great ſwiftneſs; but at 
every turn is forced to ſtoop in 4 was 
for new ſupplies. 

I have been ſometimes hi, if a 
man had the art of the /econd fight for ſee- 
ing Hes, as they have in Scotland for ſeeing 
ſpirits, how admirably he might entertain 
himſelf in this town by obſerving the dif- 
ferent ſhapes, ſizes, and colours of thoſe 
ſwarms of Hes, which buz about the heads 
of ſome people, like flies about a horſe's ears 
in ſummer; or thoſe legions hoverin g 
every afternoon. in Excha ge-alley, enough 
to darken the air; or oa club of dil- 
contented grandees, and thence ſent down 

in cargoes to be ſcattered at elections. 
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There is one eſſential point wherein a 
political Har differs from others of the fa- 
culty; that he ought to have but a ſhort 
memory, which is neceſſary according to 
the various occaſions he meets with every 


hour of differing from himſelf, and ſwear- 

ing to both ſides of a contradiction, as he 

finds the perſons diſpoſed, with whom he 
hath to deal. In deſcribing the virtues 


and vices of mankind it is convenient, 


upon every article, to have ſome eminent 


perſon in our eye, from whom we copy 


our deſcription. I have ſtrictly obſerved 
this rule; and my imagination this minute 
repreſents before me a certain great man®t 


famous for this talent, to the conſtant 
practice of which he owes his twenty years 


reputation of the moſt ſkilful head in Eng- 


land for the management of nice affairs. 
The ſuperiority of his genius conſiſts in 
nothing elſe, but an inexhauſtible fund of 


political hyes, which he plentifully diſtri- 


butes every minute he ſpeaks, and by an 
unparallelled generoſity forgets, and con- 
ſequently contradicts, the next half hour. 


* The late earl of Wharton, 
Vol. VIII. C He 
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1338 THE EXAMINER. N*14. 
He never yet conſidered, whether any pro- 


poſition were true or falſe, but whether it 
were convenient for the preſent minute or 


company to affirm or deny it; fo that if 
you think fit to refine upon in, by in- 


terpreting every thing he ſays, as we do 


dreams, by the contrary, you are {till to 


ſeek, and will find yourſelf equally de- 


ceived whether you believe or no: the only 
remedy i is to ſuppoſe, that you have heard 
ſome inarticulate ſounds without any 
meaning at all; and beſides, that will take 


oft the horror you might be apt to con- 
ceive at the oaths, wherewith he perpetu- 


ally tags both ends of every Bw 5-0 


although at the ſame time, I think, he 


cannot with any juſtice. be 8 with 


perjury, when he invokes God and Chriſt; 


becauſe he hath often fairly given publick 


notice to the world, that he believes in 
neither. 


Some people may think, that ſuch an 


accompliſhment as this can be of no great 


uſe to the owner, or his party, after it 


hath been often practiſed and is become 
notorious; but they are widely miſtaken. 


Few hes carry the inventor's mark, and 


the 
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the moſt proſtitute enemy to truth may 
ſpread a thouſand without being known 
for the author: beſides, as the vileſt writer 
hath his readers, ſo the greateſt ar hath 
his believers: and it often happens, that if 
a lye be believed only for an hour, it hath 
done its work, and there is no. farther 
occaſion for it. Falſhood flies, and truth 
comes /imping after it; fo that when men 


cCome to be deceived” it is too late ; the 


jeſt is over, and the tale has had its effect: 
like a man, who has thought of a good 
repartee, when the diſcourſeis changed, or 
the company parted; or like a phyſician, 
who hath found out an infallible medicine, 
after the patient is dead. 

Conſidering that natural diſpoſition i in 
many men to he, and in multitudes to 
believe, J have been perplexed what to do 
with that maxim fo frequent in every 
body's mouth; that 27h will at laſt pre 
vail, Here hath this iſland of ours, for the 
greateſt part of twenty years, lain under 
the influence of ſuch counſels and perſons, 
whoſe principle and intereſt it was to cor- 
rupt our manners, blind our underſtand- 
ing, drain our wealth, and in time deftroy 
C 2 our 


20 THE EXAMINER. Nei. 
our conſtitution both in church and ſtate; 
and we at laſt were brought to the very 


brink of ruin; yet, by the means of per- 
petual repreſentations, have never been 


able to diſtinguiſh between our enemies 


and friends. We have ſeen a great part of 


the nation's money got into the hands of 


thoſe, who by their birth, education, and 
merit, could pretend no higher than to 


wear our liveries; while others, who by 
their credit, quality, and fortune, were 
only able to give reputation and ſuccels to 


the revolution, were not only laid aſide 
as dangerous and uſeleſs, but loaden with 
the ſcandal of Jacobites, men of arbitrary 


principles, and penſioners to France; while 
truth, who is ſaid to ie in a well, ſeemed 


now to be buried there under a heap of 


ſtones. But I remember, it was an uſual 


complaint among the //higs, that the 


bulk of the landed men was not in their 
' Intereſts, which ſome of the wiſeſt looked 
on as an ill omen; and we ſaw it was with 


the utmoſt dithculty, that they could pre- 


ſerve a majority, while the court and mi- 
niſtry were on their fide, till they had 


learned thole admirable expedients for de- 
1 ciding 
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ciding elections, and influencing diſtant 
e de by powerful motives from the 
city. But ail this was mere force and con- 
ſtraint, however upheld by moſt dextrous 
28105 and management, until the people 
began to apprehend their Properties, their 
religion, and the monarchy itſelf in danger; 
then we ſaw them greedily laying hold on 
the firſt occaſion to interpoſe. But of this 
mighty change in the diſpoſitions of the 
people * ſhall diſcourſe more at large in 
ſome following paper; wherein I ſhall 
endeavour to undeceive or diſcover thoſe 
deluded or deluding perſons, who hope or 
pretend, it is only a ſhort madneſs in the 
vulgar, from which they may ſoon re- 
cover; whereas, I believe, it will appear 
to be very different in its cauſes, its ſymp- 
toms, and its conſequences ; and prove a 
great example to illuſtrate the maxim I 
lately mentioned; that ruth (however, 
ſometimes late) will at laſt prevail. 


. 
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NUMBER XV. 
Thurſday, November 16, 1710. 


— mediogue ut limite curras, 
Icare, ait, moneo © ne ſi demiſſior ibis, 
Unaa gravet pennas, | celfor, gie adurat. 


* muſt be avowed, that for ſome Cars 

paſt, there have been few things more 
Ban in England than ſuch a paper, as 
this ought to be: and ſuch as I will en- 
deavour to make it, as long as it ſhall be 
found of any uſe, without entering into 
the violences of either party. Conſidering 
the many grievous miſrepreſentations of 
perſons and things, it is highly requiſite 
at this juncture, that the people through- 

out the kingdom ſhould, if poſſible, be ſet 
5 right 1 in their opinions by ſome impartial 
hand; which hath never been yet at- 
tempted; ; thoſe, who have hitherto un- 
dertaken it, being upon every account, the 
leaſt qualified of all human kind for ſuch 
a work. 

We live here under a limited monarchy, 
and under the doctrine and diſcipline of 


an excellent church. We are unhappily 
divided 


88 


= 
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divided into two parties, both which pre- 


tend a mighty zeal for our religion and 
government, only they difagree about the 


means. The evils, we muſt tence againſt, 
are on one fide fanaticiſm and infidelity 


in religion, and anarchy, under the name 


of a commonwealth, in government; on 


the other tide, popery, ſlavery, and the 


pretender irom France, Now T0; inform i 
and direct us in our ſentiments 1 upon theſe 


weighty points here are on one ſide two 


ſtupid illiterate ſcriblers, both of them 


fanaticks by profeſſion, I mean the Review 
and Odfſervator; on the other fide, we 


have an open /Vonjuror, whole character 


and perſon, as well as learning and good 


ſenſe diſcovered upon other ſubjects; do 
indeed deſerve og and eſteem; but his 
Rehear/aland the reſt of his political papers 


are yet more pernicious, than thoſe of the 


former two. If the generality of the people 


know not how to Tall or zhink, until they 
have read their Ieſſn in the papers of the 
week, what a misfortune 1s it, that their 


duty ſhould he conveyed to them through 
ſuch vehicles as thole ? For, let ſome gen- 
tlemen think what they pleaſe, I cannot 
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24 THE EXAMINER Neg. 
but ſuſpect, that the two worthies I firſt 


mentioned have, in a degree, done miſ- 
chief among us; the mock authoritative 


manner of the one, and the inſipid mirth 


of the other, however inſupportable to 


_ reaſonable ears, being of a level with great 


numbers among the loweſt part of man- 


kind. Neither was the author of the Re- 


hearſal, while he continued that paper, 
leſs infectious to many perſons of better 
figure, who perhaps were as well qua- 


lite and much les prejudiced, to Judge 


for N 
It was this reaſon, that moved me to 


take the matter out of thoſe rough, as well 


as thoſe dirty hands; to let the remote and 


uninſtructed part of the nation ſee, that 


they have been miſled on both ſides by 
mad ridiculous extremes, at a wide diſtance 
on each ſide from the truth; while the 
right path is ſo broad and plain as to be 
eaſily kept, if they were once put into it. 


Further: I had lately entered on a re- 


ſolution to take very little notice of other 


papers, unleſs it were ſuch, where the ma- 


lice and falſhood had ſo great a mixture 
of wit and ſpirit, as would make them 
dan- 
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No 15. THE EXAMINER. 25 
dangerous: which, in the preſent circle of 
ſcriblers, from twelve-pence to a half- 
penny, I could eaſily foreſee would not 
very frequently occur. But here again I 
am forced to diſpenſe with my reſolution, 
although it be only to tell my reader, what 
7 meaſures I am like to take on ſuch oc. 
ſions for the future. I was told, that the 
paper called The Obſervator was twice 
filled laſt weck with remarks upon a late 
Examiner. Theſe I read with the firſt 
opportunity, and to ſpeak i in the news- 
writers phraſe, they give me occaſion for 
many ſpeculations. J obſerved with fingu- 
lar pleaſure the nature of thoſe hings, 
which the owners of them uſually call 
3 Anſwers, and with what dexterity this 
matchleſs author had fallen into the whole 
art and cant of them. 'To tranſcribe here 
and there three or four detached lines of 
leaſt weight in a diſcourſe, and by a fooliſh 
comment miſtake every ſyllable of the 
meaning, 1s what I have known many of 
a ſuperior claſs to this formidable adverſary 
_ entitle an Anſwer. This is what he hath 
exactly done in about thrice as many 
words as my whole diſcourſe; which is ſo 


mighty 
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mighty an advantage over me, that I ſhall 
by no means engage in ſo unequal a com- 
bat ; but, as far as I can judge of my own 
temper, entirely diſmiſs him for the fu- 
ture ; heartily wiſhing he had a match ex- 
actly of his own ſize to meddle with, who 


ſhould only have the odds of wath and 


honeſty, which, as I take it, would be an 
effectual way to ſilence hin for ever. 
Upon this occaſion I cannot forbear a 


ſhort {tory of a fanatick farmer, who lived 


in my neighbourhood, and was ſo great 4 


diſputant in religion, that the ſervants in 


all the families thereabouts reported, how 


he had confuted the biſhop and all his 


clergy. I had then a footman, who was 


fond of reading the Bible; and I borrowed 
a comment for him, which he ſtudied fo 
cloſe, that in a month or two I thought 


him a match for the farmer. They diſ- 


puted at ſeveral houſes with a ring of 


ſervants and other people always about 
them; where /Ved explained his texts ſo 
full and clear to the capacity of his audi- 


ence, and ſhewed the inſignificancy of his 


adverſary's cant to the meaneſt under- 


ſtanding, that he got the whole country 


of 
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of his fide, and the farmer was cured of 


his itch of diſputation for ever after. 


The worſt of it is, that this ſort of out- 


rageous party-writers I have ſpoke of a- 
boxe; are like a couple of make: bates, who 


inflame ſmall quarrels by a thouſand ſto- 


ries, and by keeping friends at a diſtance 


hinder them from coming to a good un- 
derſtanding; as they certainly would, if 
they were Tuffered to meet and debate ; 
tween themſelves : for let any one examine 


a reaſonable honeſt man of either fide 


upon thoſe opinions in religion and go- 
vernment, which both parties daily buffet 


each hs about; he ſhall hardly find one 
material point in difference between them. 


I would be glad to aſk a queſtion about. 


wo great men of the late miniſtry, How 


they came to be Whigs? And, by what 


figure of ſpeech half a dozen 8 lately 
put into great employments, can be called 
Tories? I doubt whoever would ſuit the 
definition to the perſons, muſt make it 
directly contrary to what we underſtood it 
at the time of the revolution. 

In order to remove theſe miſapprehen- 


ſions among us, I believe, it will be neceſ- 


ſary, 
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28 THE EXAMINER. Ne 15. 
ſary upon occaſion to detect the malice 
and falſhood of ſome popular maxims, 
which thoſe idiots ſcatter from the preſs 
twice a week, and draw an hundred ab- 
ſurd conſequences from them. 
For example; I have heard it often 
objected as a great piece of infolence in the 
clergy and others to ſay or hint, that the 
church was in danger, when it was voted 
otherwiſe in parhament ſome years ago; 
and the queen herſelf, in her laſt ſpeech, 
did openly condemn all ſuch inſinuations. 
Notwithſtanding which, I did then, and 
do ſtill, believe the harch hath, ſince that 
vote, been in very imminent danger; and 
I think I might then have ſaid ſo without 
the leaſt offence to her majeſty, or either 
of the two houſes. The queen's words, 
as near as I can remember, mentioned the 
church being in danger from her admimi- 
tration; and whoever ſays or thinks that, 
deſerves, in my opinion, to be hanged 6 
a traitor : but, that the church and ſtate 
may be both in danger under the beſt 
princes that ever reigned, and without the 
leaſt guilt of theirs, is ſuch a truth, as a 
man Sl be a great ſtranger to Hilary 
and 
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5 7 and common ſenſe to doubt. The wiſeſt 
e prince on earth may be forced by the ne- 
ceſſity of his affairs, and the preſent power 
of an unruly faction, or deceived by the 
craft of ill-deſigning men. One or two 
miniſters, moſt in his confidence, may a 
mf have good intentions, but grow cor- 
rupted by time, by avarice, by love, by 
ambition, and have fairer terms offered 
them to gratify their paſſions or intereſts 
from one ſett of men than another, until 
they are too far involved for a retreat; 
and fo be forced to take /ever; ſpirits 7n0re 
wicked than themſebves.. This is a very 
poſſible caſe ; and will not zhe laff Pate if 
fuch men be worſe than the firſt ? that is to 
ſay, will not the publick, which was ſafe 
at farſt, grow in danger by ſuch proceed- 

„ ings as theſe? And ſhall a faithful ſubject, 
> 7 who forſees and trembles at the conſe- 
. # quences, be called 4; ſaffefted, becauſe he 
„ delivers his opinion, although the prince 
declares, as he juſtly may, that the danger 
is not owing to his adminiſtration ? Or 
3 ſhall the prince himſelf be blamed, when, 

in ſuch a juncture, he puts his TR into 


other hands with the has wad applauſe £4 
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mW 30 THE EXAMINER. No 15. 
[ his people ? As to the vote againſt thoſe, 
1 who ſhould affirm the church was in dan- 
[ | ger, I think it likewiſe referred to danger 
1 from, or under, the queen's adminiſtration, 
0 (for I neither have it by me, nor can ſud- 
ili denly have recourſe to it;) but it it were 


In otherwiſe, I know not how it can refer to 
| any dangers, but what were paſt, or at that 
time preſent; or how it could affect the 
future, unleſs the ſenators were all inſpired, 
or at leaſt that majority, which voted it: 
neither do I fee it is any crime, farther than 
ill manners, to differ in opinion from a 
majority of either or both houſes; and that 
il manners, I muſt confeſs, I have been 
Wi often guilty of for ſome years paſt, al- 
Wiki though I hope I never ſhall again. 
| Another topick of great uſe to theſe 
weekly inflamers is the young ag 
in France, to whom their whole party is 
in a high meaſure indebted for all their 
Wii greatneſs; and whenever it lies in their 
Will power, they may perhaps return their ac- 
l knowledgments, as, out of their zeal for 
frequent revolutions, they were ready to do 
to his ſuppoſed father; which is a piece of 
fecret hiſtory, that J hope will one day ſee 
the 
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the light; and I am ſure it ſhall, if ever I 
am Raſter of it, without regarding whoſe 
ears may thgle. But at preſent the word 
pretender is a term of art in their profeſſion. 
A ſecretary of ſtate cannot defire leave to 
| refign, but the pretender is at bottom; the 
queen cannot diſſolve a parliament, Kat} . 
is a plot to dethrone herſelf and bring ii in 
the pretender ; half a ſcore ſtock-jobbers 
are playing the knave in Exchange-olley, 
and there goes the pretender with a ſponge. ; 
One would be apt to think, they bawl out 
the pretender ſo often to rake oft the terror; 
or tell ſo many lyes about him to ſlacken 
our caution; that when he is really coming, 
by their connivance, we may not believe 


them; as the boy ſerved the ſhepherds 


about the coming of the wolf: or perhaps 
they ſcare us with the pretender, becauſe 
they think he may be like ſome diſeaſes, 
that come with a fright.” Do they not be- 


lieve, that the queen's preſent miniſtry love 


her majeſty, at leaſt as well as Jome others 


loved the church? And why 1s it not as 
great a mark of di/affefio now, to ſay the 
queen is in danger, as it was ſome months 
ago to athrm the ſame of the church ? 
Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe it be a falſe opinion, that the 
queen's right is hereditary and indefea- 
fable; yet how is it poſſible, that thoſe who 
hold and believe ſuch a doctrine, can be in 
the prezender”'s intereſt ? His title is weak- 
ened by every argument, that ſtrengthens 
hers: it is as plain, as the words of an act 
of parliament can make it, That her pre- 
ſent majeſty is heir to the ſurvivor of the 
late king and queen her fifter : is not that 
an hereditary right? What need we ex- 
plain it any farther? I have known an 
article of faith expounded i in much looſer. 
and more general terms, and that by an 
author, whoſe opinions are very much fol- 
lowed by a certain party. Suppoſe we go 
further, and examine the word indefeaſible, 
with which ſome writers of late have made 
themſelves ſo merry: I confeſs, it is hard 
to conceive how any law, which the 
ſupreme power makes, may not by the 
ſame power be repealed ; ſo that I ſhall 
not determine, whether the queen's right 
be indefeaſible, or no. But this I will main- 
tain ; that whoever affirms it ſo, is not 
guilty of a crime; for in that ſettlement 
of the crown after the revolution, where 


her 
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her preſent majeſty is named in remainder, 
there are (as near as I can remember) theſe 
remarkable words, 20 which we bind our- 
| febves and our poſlerity for ever. Lawyers 
may explain this, or call them words of 
form as they pleaſe; and reaſoners may 
argue, that ſuch an obligation is againſt 
the: very nature of government; but A 
plain reader, who takes the words in their 
natural meaning, may be excuſed in think- 
ing a right ſo "confirmed is indefeafible 3 
andi if there be an abſurdity in ſuch an 
4 opinion, he is not to anſwer for it. 


P. S. When this paper was going to 
the preſs, the printer brought mme 

two more Ob/ervators, wholly taken 
up in my Examiner upon lying, 
which I was at the pains to read; 
and they are juſt ſuch an anſwer, as 

the two others I have mentioned. 


This is all I have to ſay on chat 
matter. 


D NUN 


34 THE EXAMINER. 
NUMBER XVI. 
Thurſday, November 2 3. 17 10. 
1 Dui ſunt boni cives 9 Qui bell, quet domi. 


de Patrid bene merentes, niſi gui patriae 
 bonefici cia menminerunt 


I WILL employ this preſent paper upon 

a ſubject, which of late hath very much 
affected me, which I have conſidered with 
a good deal of application, and made ſe- 
veral enquiries about among thoſe perſons, 
who, I thought, were beſt able to inform 
me; and if I deliver my ſentiments with 
Gare freedom, I hope it will be forgiven, 
while 1 accompany it with that tendernels, 
which ſo nice a point requires. 

I faid in a former paper (JVumber 13. ) 
that one ſpecious objection to the late re- 
movals at court was the fear of giving 
uneaſineſs to a general, who hath been 
long ſucceſsful abroad ; and accordingly, 
the common clamour of tongues and pens 
for ſome months paſt hath run againſt 
the baſeneſs, the inconſtancy, and ingra- 
titude of the whole kingdom to the duke 
of Marlborough, in return of the moſt 

eminent 


1 
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eminent ſervices, that ever were performed 


by a ſubject to his country; not to be 


equalled in hiſtory: and then, to be ſure, 
ſome bitter ſtroke of detraction againſt 
Alexander and Cz/ar, who never did us 
the leaſt injury. Beſides, the people, who 


read Plutarch, come upon us with paral- 


lels drawn from the Greeks and Romans, 
who ungratefully dealt with I know not 
how many of their moſt deſerving gene- 


rals: while the profounder politicians have 
| ſeen pamphlets, where Tacitus ard Ma- 
chiavel have been quoted to ſhew the 
danger of too reſplendent a merit. If a 
ſtranger ſhould hear theſe furious out- cries 
of ingratitude againſt our general, without 
knowing the particulars, he would be apt 


to enquire, where was his tomb, or whe- 
ther he were allowed ehriftian burial ? 


not doubting but we had put him to ſome 


ignominious death. Or, hath he been 


tried for his life, and very narrowly eſ- 


caped; hath he been accuſed of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors; hath the prince 
ſeized on his eſtate, and left him to ſtarve; 
hath he been hooted at, as he paſſed the 
ſtreets, by an ungrateful e have 
D 2 neither 
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neither honours, offices, nor grants been 
conferred on him or his family; have 
not he and they been barbarouſly ſtript of 
them all; have not he and his forces 
been ill paid abroad; and doth not the 
prince, by a ſcanty limited commiſſion, 
hinder him from purſuing his own me- 
thods in the conduct of the war; hath 
he no power at all of diſpoſing of com- 
miſſions as he pleaſeth; is he not ſeverely 
uſed by the miniſtry or parliament, who 
yearly call him to a ſtrict account; hath 
the ſenate ever thanked him for 200d ſuc- 
ceſs, and have they not always publickly 
cenſured him for the leaſt miſcarriage ? — 
Will the accuſers of the nation Join iſſue 
upon any of theſe particulars: or, tell us 
in what point our damnable fin of ingra- 
titude lies Why, it is plain and clear; 
for while he is commanding abroad, the 
queen diſſolves her parliament, and chat 
ges her miniſtry at home; in which ni- 
ver/al calamity no leſs than ro perſons 
allied by marriage to the general have loſt 
their places. Whence came this wonder- 
ful ſympathy between the civil and mili- 
tary powers? Will the troops in Flanders 
refuſe 
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_ refuſe to fight, unleſs the can have z heir 


wn lord keeper, their own lord preſident 


of the council, zheir own chief governor of - 
Treland, and FAY G parliament ? In a 


kingdom, where the people are free, how - 
came they to be ſo fond of having their 
counſels under the influence of their army, 
or thoſe that lead it? who, in all well- 
inſtituted ſtates, had no commerce with 
the civil power, farther than to receive 


their orders, and obey them without re- 


ſerve. . 
When a general is not ſo popular, either 


in his army or at home, as one might ex- 


pect from a long courſe of ſucceſs; : It may 
perhaps be aſcribed to his wi/dom, or per- 
haps to his complexion. The poſſeſſion 
of ſome one quality, or a defect in ſome 
other, will extremely damp the people's 
favour, as well as the love of the ſoldiers. 
Beſides, this is not an age to produce fa- 
vourites of the people, while we live under 
a queen, who engroſſeth all our love and 
all our veneration; and where the only 
way for a great general or miniſter to 
acquire any degree of ſubordinate affection 


from the publick muſt be by all marks 
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of the moſt entire ſubmiſſion and reſpect to 


her ſacred perſon and commands; other- 


wiſe no pretence of great ſervices, either 


in the field or the cabinet, will be able to 
ſkreen them from univerſal hatred. 

But the late miniſtry was cloſely joined 
to the general by friendſhip, intereſt, al- 


lance, inclination, and opinion; what 


cannot be affirmed of the preſent: and 
the ingratitude of the nation lieth in the 


people's joining as one man to with, that 
ſuch a miniſtry ſhould be changed. Is it 


not at the ſame time notorious to the whole 


kingdom, that nothing but a tender re- 
gard to the general was able to preſerve 


that miniſtry fo long, until neither God 


nor man could ſuffer their continuance? 


Yet in the higheſt ferment of things 


we heard few or no reflections upon this 
great commander; but all ſeemed unani- 


mous in wiſhing, he might ſtill be at the 


head of the ee ee forces; only at the 


ſame time, in caſe he were reſolved to 
reſign, they choſe rather to turn their 
thoughts ſomewhere elſe than throw up 
all in deſpair. And this I cannot but add, 
in defence of the people with regard - 
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the perſon we are ſpeaking of; that in the 
high ſtation he hath been for many years 


2 his real defefs (as nothing human is 


without them) walk in a detracting age 
been very ſparingly mentioned either in 
libels or converſation, and all his ſcceſſes 


very freely and univerſally applauded. 


There is an active and a paſhve ingra- 
titude : applying both to this occaſion, 


we may ſay, the firſt is, when a prince or 
people returns good ſervices with cruelty 


or ill uſage; the other is, when good ſervices 
are not at all, or very meanly rewarded. 
We have already ſpoken of the former; ; Tet 
us therefore in the ſecond place examine, 
how the ſervices of our general have been 
rewarded; and whether upon that article 


either prince or people have been guilty 
of ingratitude? 


Thoſe are the moſt valuable rewards, 
which are given to us from the certain 


knowledge of the donor, that they fir or 


zemper beſt : J ſhall therefore ſay nothing 
of the title of duke, or the garter, which 
the queen beſtowed upon the general in 


the beginning of her reign; but I ſhall 


come to ore ſubſtantial inſtances, and 
D 4 mention 
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mention nothing, which hath not been 


given in the face of the world. T he lands 


of Y/ooaſtock may, ] believe, be reckoned 
worth 40, ooo J. on the building of Blen- 


heim caſtle 200, oool. have been already 
expended, although it be not yet near 
finiſhed; the grant of 5000/7. per aum 
on the poſt office is richly worth 100,000 /. 
his principality in Germany may be com- 


puted at 30, ooo“. pictures, jewels, and 
other gifts from foreign princes, 60,000 /. 


the grant at the Pa//-mall, the rangerſhip, 


etc. for want of more certain knowledge, 


may be called 10, oo J. his own and his 


ducheſs's employments at five years value, 
reckoning only the known and avowed 


ſalaries, are very low rated at 100,000 /. 
Here is a good deal above halt a millicn 
of money; and, I dare ſay, thoſe who 


are loudeſt with the clamour of ingra- 


titude, will readily own, that all this is 
but a trifle, in compariſon of what is 
untold. | | 

The reaſon of my ſtating this account 
is only to convince the world, that we are 
not quite ſo ungrateful either as the Greeks 
or the Romans ; andi in order to adjuſt this 
matter 


Ne 16. THE EXAMINER ar 
matter with all fairneſs, I ſhall confine 
myſelf to the latter, who were much the 
more generous of the two. A victorious 
general of Rome, in the heighth of that 
empire, having entirely ſubdued bis enemies, 
was rewarded with the larger triumph, and 
perhaps a ſtatue in the Forum, a bull for a 
3 ſacrifice, a an embroidered garment to ap- 
pear in, a crown of laurel, a monumental 
trophy with inſcriptions, ſometimes five 
hundred or a thouſand copper coins were 
ſtruck on occaſion of the victory, which, 
doing honour to the general, we will place 
to his account; and laſtly, ſometimes, al- 
& though not very frequently, a tiumphal 
I arch. Theſe are all the rewards, that I can 
call to mind, which a victorious general 
received alter his return from the moſt 
2 glorious expedition; having conquered 
2 ſome great kingdom, brought the king 
himſelf, his family, and nobles, to adorn 
the triumph in chains; and made the 
kingdom either a Romar province, or at 


beſt a poor depending ſtate in humble 


alliance to that empire. Now, of all theſe 

& rewards I find but two, which were of real 

profit to the general; the /aurel crown, 
made 
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made and ſent him at the charge of the 


publick, and the embroidered garment; but 


I cannot find, whether this laſt was paid 
for by the ſenate or the general : however 
we will take the more favourable opinion; 


and in all the reſt admit the whole ex- 


pence, as if it were ready money in the 
general's pocket. Now, according to theſe 
computations on both {ides, we will draw 
up two fair accounts; the one of Roman 
gratitude, and the other of Britiſh in- 


gratitude, and ſet chem together 1 in bal- 


lance. 


bill 


1 


2 -P jece 


No 16. 


Abill of RomaN grati- 
zude. „ 


Imprim. 
For frank- 


incenſe and 


earthen pots 
to burn it in 


A bull for 


ſacrifice 


An embroi- 


dered gar- 
ment 
A crown 
of laurel 
A ſtatue 
A trophy 
A thouſand 
copper me- 
dals, value 


half- pence 


4 trium- 
phal arch 
A trium- 
phal car, 
valued as a 


modern 


coach 
Caſual 


charges at 


the Fan) 
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ſjewels, etc. 
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A bill of BRITISH 
ingratitude. 


Lg Ln: - 
40000 


Blenheim 200000 


Poſt- office 
aan 
Mildenheim 30000 


Pictures, ! 600 00. 


| 100000 


Pall. mall 
gran, etc. 

Employ- 
ments 


8 0 
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This is an account of the viſible profits 
on both ſides; and if the Roman general 
had any private perguiſites, they may be 
caſily diſcounted, and by more probable 
computations; and differ yet more upon 
the balance, if we conſider, that all the 
i gold and ſilver for Safeguards and contri- 
butions, allo all valuable prizes taken in the 
war, were openly expoſed 1 in the triumph, 
and then lodged 1 in the capitol for the 
publick ſervice. 
So that, upon the whole, we are not 
yet quite fo bad at worſt, as the Romans 
were at 5%. And I doubt thoſe, who raiſe 
this hideous cry of ingratitude, may be 
mightily miſtaken in the conſequence 
they propoſe from ſuch complaints. I re- 
member a ſaying of Seneca, Multos ingra- 
tos invenimus, plures facimus, we fnd many 
ungrateful perſons in the world, but we 
anale more, by ſetting too high a rate 
upon our pretenſions, and undervaluing 
the rewards we receive. When unreaſon- 
able bills are brought i in, they ought to be 
taxed, or cut off in the middle. Where 
there have been long accounts between two 
perſons, I have known one of them per- 


petually 


counts were caſt u 
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petually making large demands, and preſ- 


ſing for payments; who, when the ac- 
p on both fides, was 
found to be debtor for ſome hundreds. 1 
am thinking, if a proclamation were iſſued 


out for every man to ſend in his / of 


merits, and the loweſt Price he ſet them at, 


what a pretty ſum it would amount to, 


and how many ſuch iflands as this muſt. 


be ſold to pay them. I form my judgment 


from the practice of thoſe, who ſometimes 


happen to pay themſelves, and, I dare af- 
firm, would not be ſo anjuſt to take a 
farthing more, than they think is due to 
their deſerts. I will inſtance only 1 in one 


article : 


a * lady of my acquaintance 


3 twenty-ſix pounds a year 
out of her allowance for certain uſes, 
which her woman + received, and was to 


* Suppoſed to be her late 


majeſty queen Anne. 


+ The matter was this: At 


the Queen's acceſſion to the 


government, ſhe uſed to la- 


ment to me, that the crown 


being impoveriſhed by former 


grants, ſhe wanted the power 
her predeceſſors had enjoyed 


to reward faithful ſervants ; 
and ſhe deſired me to take out 


of the privy purſe 20007. a 


year, in order to purchaſe for 
my advantage.—As her Ma- 
JESTY was ſo good to provide 
for my children, and as the 
offices I enjoyed by her favour 
brought me in more than I 
wanted -I conſtantly declined 
it, till the time ſhe was plea- 
ſed to diſmiſs me from her 


ſervice, Then indeed I ſent | 


pay 
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pay to the lady or her order, as it was 
called for. But after eight years it ap- 
peared upon the ſtricteſt calculation, that 
the woman had paid but four pounds a 
year, and ſunk two and twenty for her 
own pocket. It is but ſuppoſing, inſtead 
of twenty-ſix pounds, twenty-ſix thou- 
ſand ; and by that you may judge, what 
the pretenſions of modern merit are, where 
it happens to be its own paymaſter. 


the queen one of her own 


letters, in which ſhe had preſ- 


{ed me to take the 2000 l. a 
year; and I wrote at the ſame 
time to aſk her majeſty, whe- 
ther ſhe would allow me to 
charge in the privy purſe ac- 
counts, which I was to ſend 


18,000 /, 


her, that yearly ſum from the 


time of the offer, amounting to 
Her majeſty was 
pleaſed to anſwer, I might 
charge it. This therefore I did. 
Account of the conduct of the 


 dowager ducheſs of Marlbo- 


rough, p. 294, 295: 
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Thu r{day, e 30, 1710. 


Quas res luxuries 771 fla gitiis, avaritia in 
 rapinis, ſuperbia in contumeliis efficere 


potuiſſet 3 eas omnes ſeſe, hoc uno Practore 
85 TION, ns N. aicbant, 


\ \ } HEN I firſt iindertook this paper, 8 


1 was reſolved to concern myſelf 
only with things, and not with perſons. 
Whether I have kept or broken this re- 
ſolution, I cannot recollet; and I will 
not be at the pains to examine, but leave 
the matter to thoſe little antagoniſts, who 
may want a topick for criticiſm. Thus 
much J have diſcovered, that it is in writ- 
ing as in building; hs after all our 
ſchemes and calculations, we are mightily 
_ deceived in our accounts, and often forced 
to make uſe of any materials we can find, 
that the work may be kept a going. Be- 
tides, to ſpeak my opinion, the things 1 
have occaſion to mention are ſo cloſely 
linked to per/ors, that nothing but 7ime 
(the father of 06/7079) can ſeparate them. 
8 85 LET 
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Let me put a parallel caſe: ſuppoſe I. | 
ſhould complain, that laſt week my coach | 
was within an inch of overturning in a | 
{mooth even way, and drawn by very 
gentle horſes; to be ſure all my friends 
would immediately lay the fault upon John, 
becauſe they knew he then prefided in my 
coach-box. Again, ſuppoſe I ſhould diſ- 
cover ſome uneaſineſs to find myſelf, I knew 
not how, over head and ears in debt, al- 
though I were ſure my tenants paid their 
rents very well, and that I never ſpent half 
my income; they would certainly adviſe 
me to turn oft Mr. O/dfox my receiver, 
and take another, If, as a juſtice of peace, 
I ſhould tell a Gland, that my warrants 
and 71ttimns's were never drawn up as I | 
would have them; that I had the miſ- 

fortune to ſend an honeſt man to goal and | 
diſmiſs a knave; he would bid me no 
longer truſt C Sorin and Hi arry +, my two 
xi. if whom he knew to be ignorant, 
wilful, aſſuming, and ill-inclined tellows. 
If I ſhould add, that my tenants made 
me very uneaſy with their {quabbles and 


* I Gedalbbin, + E. of Sunderland, and Henry 
Boyle, eſq; were at this time ſecretaries of ſtate. 
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broils among themſelves; he would coun- 
ſel me to caſhier Will Bigamy *, the ſene- 


ſcbal of my manor. And laſtly, if my 


neighbour and 1 happened to have a miſ- 
underſtanding about the delivery of a me/- 


| ſage, what could I do leſs than ſtrip and 


_ diſcard the b/undering or PMAUICIOUS raſcal, 


who carried it ? 


Tt is the ſame thing in the conduct of 
publick affairs, where chey have been ma- 


; naged with raſhneſs or wilfulneſs, _ 


tion, ignorance, or injuſtice. Barely to 
relate the facts, at leaſt while they are freſh | 


in memory, will as much reflect upon the 
Per ſons concerned, as if we had told their 
names at length. 


I have therefore ſince thou ght of an- 


6 other expedient, frequently practiſed with 


great ſafety and ſucceſs by ſatyrical wri- 


ters; which is that of looking into hi- 


ſtory for ſome character bearing a reſem- 


blance to the perſon, we would deſcribe : 


and with the abſolute power of altering, 
adding, or ſuppreſſing what circumſtances 
we pleaſe, I conceive we muſt have very 


* L. r Cr, 


E bad 
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bad luck, or very little ſkill, to fail. How- 


ever, ſome days ago in a coftee-houſe 
looking into one of the politick weekly 


papers, 1 found the writer had fallen into 
this ſcheme; and I happened to light on 


that part, where he was deſcribing a perſon, 
who from ſmall beginnings grew (as I re- 
member) to be conſtable of France, and 


had a very haughty imperious wife. I took 
the author for a friend to our faction (for 
ſo, with great propriety of ſpeech, they 


call the queen and miniſtry, almoſt the 


whole clergy, and nine parts in ten of the 


kingdom;) and I faid to a gentleman near 
me, that although I knew well enough 


what perſons the author meant, yet there 


were ſeveral particulars in the huſband's 


character, which I could not reconcile ; 


for that of the /ady, it was juſt and ade- 
quate enough. But it ſeems I miſtook the 


whole matter, and applied all I had read 
to a couple of perſons, who were not at 


that time in the writer's thoughts. 
Now, to avoid ſuch a misfortune as this, 


I have been for ſome time conſulting Livy 
and Tacitus to find out the character of 


a Princeps ſenatus, a Praetor urbanus, a 
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Duaeftor aerarins, a Caeſari ab epiſtolis, 


and a Procon/ul : but among the worſt of 
them I cannot diſcover one, from whom 
to draw a parallel without doing injury 
to a 707727 memory: ſo that I am com- 
pelled to have recourſe to Tully. But this 


author, relating facts only as an orator, I 


thought it would be beſt to obſerve his 
method, and make an extract from ſix 


harangues of his againſt Herres, only {till 


preſerving the form of an oration. I re- 
member a younger brother of mine, who 


deceaſed about two months ago, preſent- 
ed the world with a ſpeech ot . 


againſt an Athenian brewer. Now I am 


told for certain, that in thoſe days there 
was no ale in hens; therefore that ſpeech, 


or at leaſt a great part of it, mult needs be 


ſpurious. The difference between my bro- 


ther and me is this; he makes Alcibiadles 


lay a great deal more than he really did, 


and I make Cicero ſay a great deal leſs. 


This Yerres * had been the roman gover- 
nor of Sicily for three years; and, on his 
return from his government, the 8 icitians 


* Earl of Mharton, lord lieutenant of Ir eland. 
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entreated Cicero to impeach him in the 


ſenate; which he accordingly did in ſe- 
veral orations, from whence J have faith- 


fully tranſlated and abſtracted that which 


0 follows : : 


« MY LORDS, 


« A pernicious opinion hath for: ſome 


« time prevailed, not only at Rome, but 
"00; 3 our neighbouring nations, that 
© a man who hath money enough, al- 
« thou gh he be ever ſo guilty, cannot be 

« condemned in this place. But, however 
5 « indien this opinion be ſpread to 
© caſt an odium on the ſenate, we have 


66 brought before your lordſhips Caius 


Verres, a perſon for his life and actions 


« already condemned by all men: but, as 


ce he hopes and gives out, by the influence 


c of his wealth to be he abſolved; in 


c condemning this man you have an op- 


<« portunity of belying that general {can- 1 
« dal, of redeeming the credit loft by for- 


ce mer judgments, and recovering the love 
of the romam people, as well as of our 
© neighbours. I have brought here a man 
66 before you, my lords, who 1 is a robber 
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« of the publick treaſure, an overturner 


« of law and juſtice, and the diſgrace as 


« well as deſtruction of the Siciliam pro- 
« vince; of whom if you ſhall deter- 


« mine with equity and due ſeverity, your 


* authority will remain entire, and upon 
«© {ſuch an eſtabliſhment as it ought to be: 


„ hut if his great riches will be able to 


« force their way through that religious 


_ © reyerence and truth, which become ſo 


© awful an aſſembly; I ſhall however 
c obtain thus much, that the defect will 
« be laid where it ought; and that it ſhall 
« not be objected, that the criminal was not 
produced, or that there wanted an ora- 
« tor to accuſe him. This man, my lords, 


« hath publickly ſaid, that thoſe ought 


«to be afraid of accuſations, who have 
68 ah robbed enough tor their own ſup- 


e port and maintenance; but that he hath 
e plundered ſufficient to bribe numbers; 


c and that nothing is ſo high or ſo holy, 


« which money cannot corrupt. Take 
ce that ſupport from him, and he can have 
& no other left: for what eloquence will 
& be able to defend a man, whoſe life hath 


66 been tainted with ſo many ſcandalous 
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and the beſt ſubjects he treated as ene- 


6c 


vices, and who hath been ſo long con- 


demned by the univerſal opinion of the 
world? To paſs over the foul ſtains and 
6 ignominyof his youth, hiscorrupt manage- 


ment in all employments he hath borne, 
his treachery and irreligion, his injuſtice 
and oppreſſion; he hath left of late ſuch 


monuments of his villainies in Scily, 


made ſuch havock and confuſion there, 
| during his government, that the pro- 
vince cannot by any means be reſtored to 
its former ſtate, and hardly recover itſelf 
at all under many years, and by a long 
ſucceſſion of good governors. While 
this man governed i in that iſland, the 


Sicilians had neither the benefit of our 


laws nor their own, nor even of com- 


mon right. In Sicily no man now poſ- 
ſeſſes more, than what the governor's 
luſt and avarice have overlooked, or 
what he was forced to negle& out of 
mere wearineſs and fatiety of oppreſ- 
fon. Every thing, where he preſided, 
was determined by his arbitrary will; 


mies. To recount his abominable de- 
baucheries would offend any modeſt 
1 Ear, 
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ear, ſince ſo many could not preſerve 
ce their daughters and wives from his luſt. 
6 believe there is no man, who ever heard 
his name, that cannot relate his enor- 
© mities. We bring before you in judg- 
« ment, my lords, a publick Oy: an 
10 leer, a DEFILER OF ALTARs , an 
c enemy of religion and of all that is ſa- 
c cred. In Sicily he fold all employments 
= of judicature, magiſtracy, and truſt, 
ce places in the council, and the prieſcbood 
c jtſelf, to the higheſt bidder ; and hath 
« plundered. that iſland of forty millions 
of ſeſterces. And here I cannot but ob- 
ſerve to your lordſhips, in what man- 
ner Herres paſſed the day: the morning 
« was ſpent in taking bribes and ſelling 
« employments ; the reſt of it in drunken- 
neſs and luſt. His diſcourſe at table was 
ſcandalouſly unbecoming the dignity of 
© his ſtation ; noiſe, brutality, and ob- 
ſceneneſs. One particular I cannot omit; 
ce that in the high character of governor 
*« of Sicily, upon a ſolemn day, a day et 
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* The ftory of the lord to a pulpit, and defiled it in 
Wharton is true; who, with the moſt filthy manner. 
fume other wretches, went in- 
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« apart for publick prayer for the ſaſety 
« of the commonwealth, he ſtole at even- 
ce ing in a chair to a married woman of 
cc infamous character, againſt all decency 
ce and prudence, as well as againſt all laws 
ce both human and divine. Didſt thou 
<« think, OV erres! the government of 
* Sicily was given thee with fo large a 
« commiſſion, only, by the power of that, 
cc to break all the bars of law, modeſty, 
ce and duty; to ſuppoſe all mens fortunes 


F thine, and leave no houſe free from thy 


60 rapine and luſt?ꝰ ezc. 


This ei to deal ingenuouſly, hath 


coſt me more pains, than I think it is 


worth ; having only ſerved to convince 
me, that modern corruptions are not to be 


parallelled by ancient examples, without 


: having recourle to poetry or fable. For 


inſtance, I never read in ſtory of a law 


enacted to take away the force of all laws 
whatſoever ; by which a man may ſafely 
commit upon the laſt of June, what he 
would infallibly be hanged for if he com- 
mitted on the firſt of 2 ; by which the 


grea teſt criminals 1 may elcape, provided 
they 
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they continue long enough in power to 


antiquate their crimes, and by ſtifling 


them a while can deceive the legiſlature 
into an azzmeſty, of which the enactors do 
not at that time foreſee the conſequence, 


A cautious merchant will be apt to ſuſpect, 
when he finds a man who has the repute 
of a cunning dealer, and with whom he 


hath old accounts, urging for a general 


releaſe. When I refle& on this proceed- 
ing, I am not ſurpriſed that thoſe, who 
contrived a parhamentary ſhonge for their 
crimes, are now afraid of a new revolu- 


tion ſponge for their money : and if it were 


poſſible to contrive a ſponge, that could 
only affect thoſe who had need of the 
other, perhaps it would not be Il « em- 


ployed. 


N U M- 
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NUMBER XVIII. 


Thurſday, December q, 17 10. 


 Quip pe ug fas verſum atque refas tot 


bella per orbem; 
Tam multae Scelerum facies - 8 


1 AM often violently TT to let the | 
world freely know, who the author of | 
this paper is; to tell them my name and 


titles at length; which would prevent a- q 


bundance of inconſiſtent criticiſms I daily J 
hear upon it. Thoſe who are enemies to 
the notions and opinions I would advance, | 
are ſometimes apt to quarrel with the 
| Examiner as defective in point of wit, and | 
ſometimes of truth. At other times they ; 
are fo generous and candid to allow, it 1s 4 
written by a club, and that very great q 
hands have fingers | in it. As for thoſe who | 
only appear its adverſaries in print, they | 
give me but very little pain. The paper I | 
hold, lies at my mercy, and I can govern | 
it as I pleale ; ; therefore, when I begin to | 
find the wit too bright, the learning too | 
deep, and the ſatyr too keen for = a | 3 
ea 


« 
IG 


r TOY Aa Fn od DWP. RO Fee x 
F 2 8 Ring EET Se OR a TS 
JJ) ³Ü·Wß³.]. y.. ns £-o{ 5 BLEND 
2 1 N 2 SO VL SW OTIS INN LEPTIN . 
1 2 EP? SEES : 7 F SN * S = . 


Ne18. THE EXAMINER 59 


deal with, (a very frequent caſe, no doubt, 
where a man is conſtantly attacked by 
ſuch ſhrewd adverſaries) peaccably fold it 
up, or fling it aſide, and read no more. 
It would be happy for me to have the 
lame power over people” s tongues, and 
not be forced to hear my own work railed 
at, and commended, fifty times a day; af- 
fecting all the while a countenance wholly 


unconcerned, and | joining out of policy 
or good manners with the judgment of 


both parties: this, I confeſs, is too great 
a hardſhip for ſo baſhful and unexperienced ; 
a writer. 

But, alas, I lie under another diſcou- 
ragement of much more weight. I was 
very unfortunate in the choice of my par- 


BY when I ſet up to be a writer. Where 


is the merit, or what opportunity to dil- 


cover our wit, our courage, or our learn- 


ing, in drawing our pens for the detence 
of a cauſe, which the Queen and both 
houſes of parliament, and nine parts in ten 
of the kingdom, have ſo unanimouſly 
embraced? I am cruelly afraid, we politick 
authors muſt begin to leſſen our expences, 


and he for the future at the mercy of 
our 
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our printers. All hopes are now gone of 
writing ourſelves into places or penſions. 
A certain ſtarveling author, who worked 
under the late adminiſtration, told me 
with a heavy heart above a month ago, 
that he, and ſome others of his brethren, 
had ſecretly offered their ſervice, dog- 
cheap, to the preſent miniſtry, but were | 
all retuſed ; and are now maintained by | 
contribution, like jacobites or fanaticks. | 
T have been of late employed, out of per- 
fect commiſeration, in doing them good | 
offices: for whereas ſome were of opinion, 
that theſe hungry zealots ſhould not be 
ſuffered any longer in their malapert way | 
to ſnarl at the preſent courſe of publick | 
proceedings; and whereas others propoſed, | 
that they ſhould be limited to a certain 
number, and permitted to write for their 
maſters, in the ſame manner as counſel are 
aſſigned for other criminals, that is, to 
ſay all they can in defence of their client, 
but not reflect upon the court; I humbly | 
gave my advice, that they ſhould be ſuf- 


fered to write on,. as = uſed to do; 


which I did purely out of regard to their | 


perſons; for I hoped it would keep them 
out | 
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out of harms-way , and prevent them from 
falling into evil courſes ; which, although 
l of little conſequence to the publick, would 
certainly be faza/ to themſelves. If J have 
room at the bottom of this paper, I will 
tranſcribe a petition to the preſent mini- 
ſtry, ſent me by one of theſe authors in 


behalf of himſelf and fourſcore of his 
brethren. 


For my own part, corribſianding the 
little encouragement to be hoped for at 
this time from the men in power, I ſhall 
continue my paper, till either the world 
or myſelf grow weary of it: the latter is 
eaſily determined; and for = former, I 
ſhall not leave it to the partiality of either 
party, but to the infallible judgment of 
my printer. One principal end I deſigned 
by it, was to undeceive thoſe well-mean- 
ing people, who have been drawn una- 
wares into a wrong ſenſe of things either 
by the common prejudices of education 
and company, the great perſonal qualities 
of ſome party leaders, or the foul miſre- 
preſentations that were conſtantly made of 
all, who durſt differ from them in the 
ſmalleſt article. I have known ſuch men 
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ſtruck with the thoughts of ſome late 
changes, which, as they pretend to think, 


were made without any reaſon viſible to 
the world. In anſwer to this, it is not 


ſufficient to alledge, what no body doubts, 
that a good and wiſe prince may be al- 


| lowed to change his miniſters without 
5 giving a reaſon to his ſubjects; becauſe it 


is probable, that he will not make ſuch a 


change without very important reaſons ; 
and a good ſubject ought to ſuppoſe, that 


in ſuch a caſe there are ſuch reaſons, al- 


though he be not appriſed of them; ; other- 


wiſe he muſt inwardly tax his prince of 


capriciouſneſs, inconſtancy, or ill deſign. 
Such reaſons indeed may not be obvious 


to perſons prejudiced, or at a great diſtance, 


or ſhort thinkers; and therefore if they be 
no ſecrets of ſtate, nor any ill conſequences 
to be apprehended from their publication, ; 


it is no uncommendable work in any pri- 


vate hand to lay them open for the ſatiſ- 
faction of all men. And, if what I have 
already ſaid, or ſhall nen ſay, of this 
kind, be thought to reflect upon perſons, 


although none have been named, I know 


not how it can poſſibly be ed The 


queen 
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queen in her ſpeech mentions with great 
concern, that © the navy and other offices 
« are burthened with heavy debts; and 
c deſires, that the like may be prevented 
c for the time to come.” And, if it be 
| 20w poſſible to prevent the continuance of 
an evil, that hath been fo long growing 
upon us, and is arrived to ſuch a heighth ; 
ſurely thoſe corruptions and miſmanage- 
ments muſt have been great, which firſt 
introduced them, before our taxes were 
eaten up by annuities. 
If I were able to rip up a ks, 5 
| in all their colours, only about eight or 
nine thouſand of the moſt ſcandalous ab- 
| uſes, that have been committed in all parts 
of publick management for twenty years 
paſt by a certain ſett of men and their 
inſtruments, J ſhould reckon it ſome ſer- 
vice to my country and poſterity. But to 
ſay the truth, I ſhould be glad the authors 
names were conveyed to future times a- 
long with their actions. For although the 
preſent age may underſtand well enough 
the little hints we give, the parallels we 
draw, and the characters we deſcribe; yet 


all this will be loſt to the next. Hawever, : 
it 


. 
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if theſe papers, reduced into a more durable 


form, ſhould happen to live till our 
133 be men, I hope they may 


ave curioſity enough to conſult annals 
and compare dates in order to find out, 


what names were then intruſted with the 


conduct of affairs, in the conſequences 


whereof themſelves will ſo deeply ſhare; 


like a heavy debt in a private family, which 


often lies an encumbrance upon an eſtate 


7 for three generations. 


But leaving the care of informing po- 
ſterity to better pens, I ſhall, with due re- 
gard to truth, diſcretion, and the ſafety of 
my perſon fre the men of the new-fan- 


gled moderation, continue to take all proper 
opportunities of letting the miſled part of 
the people ſee, how groſly they have been 


abuſed, and in what particulars. I ſhall 


allo a to convince them, that the 
preſent courſe we are in is the moſt pro- | 


bable means, with the bleſſing of God, 


to extricate ourſelves out of all our dif- 


ficulties. 


Among thoſe, who are pleaſed to write 


or talk acainſt this paper, I have obſerved | 
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a ſtrange manner of reaſoning, which I | 


ſhould Þ 


N. 18. THE EXAMINER 69 


ſhould be glad to hear them explain them- 
ſelves upon. They make no ceremony of 
exclaiming upon all occaſions againſt a 
change of miniſtry in ſo critical and dan- 
gerous a conjuncture. What ſhall we, who 
heartily approve and join in thoſe pro- 
ceedings, ſay in defence of them? We 
own the juncture of affairs to be as they 
deſcribe : we are puſhed for an anſwer ; 
and are forced at laſt freely to confeſs, 
that the corruptions and abuſes in every 
branch of the adminiſtration were ſo nu- 
merous and intolerable, that all things 
muſt have ended in ruin without ſome 
ſpeedy reformation. This I have already 
alerted in a former paper; and the replies 
I have read, or heard, have been in plain 
terms to affirm the dire& contrary; and 
not only to defend and celebrate the late 
perſons and proceedings, but to threaten 
me with law and vengeance for caſting 
| reflections on ſo many great and honour- 
able men, whole Firth, virtue, and abilities, 
whoſe morals and reli gion, whoſe love of their 
country, and its conflitution in church and 
fate, were ſo univerſally allowed; and all 


this ſet oft with odious compariſons, re- 
* flecting 
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flecting on the preſent choice: is not this 
in plain and direct terms to tell all the 


170 that the queen hath in a moſt 


dangerous criſis turned out a whole ſett 
of the beſt miniſters, that ever ſerved a 
prince, without any manner of reaſon, but 
her royal pleaſure, and brought in others 
of a character directly contrary? And how 
ſo vile an opinion as this can conſiſt with 
the leaſt pretence to loyalty or good man- 
ners, let the world determine. 

I confeſs myſelf ſo little a refiner in 


| politicks, as not _ be able to diſcover what 


other motive, beſides obedience to the 
Quzen, a ſenſe of publick danger, and a 
true love of their country, joined with 
invincible courage, could fpirit up thoſe 
great men, who have now under her ma- 
jeſty's authority undertaken the direction 
of affairs. What can they expect, but the 
utmoſt efforts of malice, from a ſett of 
enraged domeſtick adverſaries perpetually 


watching over their conduct, croſſing all 


their deſigns, and uſing every art to foment 


diviſions among them, in order to join 


with the weakeſt, upon any rupture? 
The difficulties they muſt encounter are 
nine 
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nine times more and greater than ever; 


and the proſpects of inter eft, after the 
reapings and gleanings of ſo many years, 


nine times leſs. Every misfortune at home 


or abroad, although the neceſſary conſe- 
quence of former counſels, will be imputed 


to them; and all the good ſucceſs given to 


the merit of former {chemes. A ſharper 


| hath held your cards all the evening, play- 


ed booty, and loft your money; and, when 


things are almoſt deſperate, you employ 
an honeſt gentleman to retrieve your 
loſſes. 

I would aſk, whether the QUE N's 
Tpeech doth not contain her intentions in 
every particular relating to the publick, 
that a good ſubject, a Briton, and a Pro- 


zeftant can poſſibly have at heart? © To 


ce carry on the war in all its parts, parti- 
128 cularly 1 in Spain, with the utmoſt vi- 
% gour, in order to procure a fate and 
ce honourable peace for us and our alles; 


c to find ſome ways of paying the debts 
« of the navy; to ſupport and encourage 


c the church of England; to preſerve the 


« Britiſh conſtitution according to the 


union; to maintain the indulgence by 
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© Jaw allowed to ſcrupulous conſciences; 


ce and to employ none but ſuch, as are for 
&« the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in thi houſe of 
« Hanover. It is known enough, that 


ſpeeches on theſe occaſions are ever di- 


geſted by the advice of thoſe, who are in 
the chief confidence; and conſequently, 4 


that theſe are the ſentiments of her ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, as well as her own; and 


we lee, the two houſes have unanimouſly 


agreed with her in every article. When 
the leaſt counterpaces are made to any 
of theſe reſolutions, it will then be time 
enough for our malecontents to bawl out 
popery, perſecution, arbitrary power, and the 
pretender. In the mean while, it is a little 


hard to think, that this iſland can hold but 
{fix men of honeſty and ability enough to 


ſerve their prince and country; or that 


our ſafety ſhould depend upon their credit, 


any more than it would upon the bath 


in their noſtrils. Why ſhould not a revo- 
lutiom in the miniſtry be ſometimes neceſ- 
 fary, as well as a revolution in the crown? 


It is to be preſumed, the former is atleaſt as 


lawful in itſelf, and perhaps the experiment 
not quite ſo dangerous. The revolution of 


the 
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the ſam about the earth was formerly thought 
a neceſſary expedient to ſolve appearances, 
although it left many difficulties unan- 
ſwered; until philoſophers contrived a 
better, which is that of the earth's revo- 
lutiom about the /un. This is found upon 
experience to ſave much time and labour, 
to correct many irregular motions, and is 
better ſuited to the reſpect due from a 
8 Planet to a fixed far. 


NUMBER XIX. 
Thurſday, December 14, 1710. £ 


Sunt quibus in ſatyra videar nimis acer, et 


ultra 
Legem tendere opus fine nervis altera = 
quicguid 


Campoſui pars eſſe futat wa 


We EN the i. came laſt ok 
for his copy, he brought along with 


him a bundle of thoſe papers, which, in the 
_ phraſe of 7/hig-coffee-houſes, have feinged 
off the Examiner; moſt of which I had 
never ſeen or heard of before. I remember 
lome time ago in one of the Tatlers to 
3 have 
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have read a letter, wherein ſeveral reaſons 
5 = 


are aſſigned for the preſent corruption and 
| degeneracy of our taſte ; but I think the 


writer hath omitted the principal one, 
which I take to be the prejudice of parties. 
Neither can I excuſe either fide of this f 
infirmity: I have heard the arranteſt dri- | 


vellers pro and co commended for their 


ſhrewdneſs, even by men of tolerable judg- 

ment; and the beſt performances exploded 
as mona and ſtupidity. This indeed 
may partly be imputed to policy and pru- 


dence; but it is chiefly owing to that 


blindneſs, which prejudice and paſſion caſt 


over the underſtanding : I mention this 


becauſe I think it properly within my 


province in quality of Examiner. And, 
having granted more than is uſual for an 


enemy to do, I muſt now take leave to 


ſay, that fo weak a cauſe, and fo ruined a 
Faclion, were never provided with pens 


more reſembling their condition, or leſs 
| ſuited to their occaſions. 


Mon tali auxilio, nec d. efenfaribus is, 


Tempus Jet 
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This is the more to be wondered at, 
when we conſider, they have the full 
liberty of the preſs; ; that they have no 
other way left to recover themſelves; and 
that they want not men of excellent parts 
to ſet their arguments in the beſt light 
they will bear. Now, if two men would 
argue on both {des with fairneſs, good 
nk, and good manners, it would be no 
ill entertainment to the town, and perhaps 
be the moſt effectual means to reconcile us. 
But J am apt to think, that men of great 
: genius are hardly brought to proſtitute their 
pens in a very . ccuſe ; which be- 
ſides is more properly undertaken by noiſe 
and impudence, by groſs railing and ſcur- 
rility, by calumny and lying, and by little 
trifling cavils and carpings in the wrong 
place, which thoſe whiffers ule for argu- 
ments and anſwers. _ 

I was well enough pleaſed with a ſtory 
of one of theſe anſwerers, who in a paper 
laſt week found many faults with a late 
calculation of mine. Being, it ſeems, more 
deeply learned than his fellows, he was 
reſolved to begin his anſwer with a latin 
verſe, as well as other folks. His buſiiieſs 


F 4 was 
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was to look out for ſomething againſt an 
Examiner, that would pretend to tax ac- 


counts; and turning over Virgil he had 
the luck to find theſe words, 


„ 7 ugiant examma taxos: 


So down they went, and out they would 
have come, if one of his unlucky prompters 
had not hindered it. 
T here declare, once for all, that if theſe 
people will not be quiet, I ſhall take the 
bread out of their mouths, and anſwer the 
Examiner myſelf ; which I proteſt I have 
never yet done, although I have been often 
charged with it; neither have thoſe an- 
ſwers been Wilden or publiſhed with my 
privity, as malicious people are pleaſed to 
give out; nor do I believe the common 
whigg1ſh report, that the authors are hired 
by the miniſtry to give my paper a value. 
But the friends of this paper have given 
me more uneaſineſs with their impatience, 
than its enemies by their anſwers. I heard 
myſelt cenſured laſt week by ſome of the 
former for promiſing to diſcover the cor- 
ruptions of the late adminiſtration, but 
never performing any thing, The latter, 
| ON 
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on the other fide, are thundering out their 
anathemas againſt me for diſcovering ſo 
many. I am ata loſs how todecide between 
theſe contraries, and ſhall therefore 
ceed after my own way, as I have latherto 
done; my deſign being of more import- 
ance, than that of writing only to gratify 
the ſpleen of one fide, or provoke that of 
the other, although it may occaſionally 
have both effects. 

I ſhall therefore go on to relate ſome 
; a that in my humble opinion were no 
| hindrance to the change of the miniſtry. 

I) be firſt I ſhall mention, was that of 
N introducing certain new phraſes into the 
court ſtyle, which had been very ſeldom, 
or never, made uſe of in former times. 
They uſually ran in the following terms: 
1 „ Madam, I cannot ſerve you while ſuch 

ga one is in employment. I defire, hum- 
e bly, to reſign my commiſſion, if Mr. 
« — — continues ſecretary of ſtate. I 
« cannot anſwer that the city will lend 

* money, unleſs my ld — be preſident 

* of the council. I muſt beg leave to ſur- 
render, except — has the ſtaff. I muſt 
I © not accept the ſeals, unleſs — comes 
. | e into 
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< into the other office.” This hath been 
the language of late years from ſubjects 


to their prince. Thus they ſtood upon 


terms, and muſt have their own condi- 
tions to ruin the nation. Nay, this dutiful 
manner of capitulating had ſpread ſo far, 


that every under- ſtrapper began at len gth 


to perk up and aſſume; he expected a re- 
giment; or his Jon muſt bo a major ; or his 
brother a collefor; elſe he threatened to 
vote according to bis conſcience. 


Another of their glorious attempts \ was 


the clauſe intended in the bill for zhe en- 
 couragement of learning, by taking off the 
obligation upon fellows of colleges in both 
univerſities to enter upon holy orders: 


the deſign of which, as I have heard the 


undertakers often en was to remove 3 


the care of educating youth out of the 
hands of the clergy, who are apt to infuſe 


into their pupils too great a regard for the 
church and the monarchy. But there was 


a farther ſecret in this clauſe, which may 
beſt be diſcovered by the firſt projectors, 
or at leaſt the garblers of it; and theſe are 
known to be Collins and Tindal, in con) un- 
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What ſhall we fay to their prodigious 
ſkill in arizhmerich, diſcovered ſo conſtantly 
in their deciſion of elections; where they 


were able to make out by the rule of falſe, 


that three were more than three and twenty, 


and „feen than fifty? Nay, it was a max 


im, which I never heard any of them diſ- 


pute, that in determining elections they 
were not to conſider, where the right lay, 
but which of the candidates was likelier 
to be true to the cafe. This they uſed to 
illuſtrate by a very apt and decent ſimili- 


tude of gaming with a ſharper; 11 you 


cannot cheat as well as he, n are cer- 


tainly undone. 


of endeavouring to impeach an innocent 


lady, for no reaſon imaginable, but her 
falthfel and diligent ſervice to the queen, 


and the favour her majeſty bore to her 


upon that account, when others had acted 
cContrary in ſo ſhameful a manner. What 


elſe was the crime? Had ſhe zreated her 
royal miſtreſs with inſolence or neglett ? 


Had ſhe enriched herſelf by a long practice 


* The lady Maſbam, 


Another caſt of their politicks was that 


7 | 
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terms of ſcurrility, that malice, envy, and 
in- 
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of bribery, and obtaining exorbitant grants 


Had ſhe engrofſed her majeſty's favours, 
without admitting any acceſs but through her 


means? Had ſhe heaped employments uþon 
herſelf, her family, and dependants? Had 


ſhe an im perious haughty behaviour ? Or, 


after all, was it a perfect blunder, and 
miſtake of one perſon for another ? I have 
heard of a man, who lay all night on a 
rough pavement, and in the morning won- 
dering what it could poſſibly be that made 
him reſt ſo ill, happening to ſee a feather 


under him, imputed the uneaſineſs of his 


lodging to that. I remember likewiſe the 
ſtory of a giant in Rabelais, who uſed to 
feed upon wind-mills; but was unfortunately 


choaked with a ſmall lump of freſh butter 


before a warm oven. 
And hereIcannot but obſerve, how very 


refined ſome people are in their generoſity 
and gratitude. 'There 1s a certain great 


perſon (I ſhall not fay of what ſex) who 


tor many years paſt was the conſtant mark 


and butt, againſt which our preſent male- 


contents uſed to diſcharge their reſent- 


ment; upon whom they beſtowed all the 
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indignation could invent; whom they 
publickly accuſed of every vice, that can 


poſſeſs a human heart ; pride, covetouſ- 
ne, ingratitude, oppreſſion, treachery, 


diſſimulation, violence, and fury, all in 


the higheſt extremes: but of late they 


have aged their language on a ſudden; 
that perſon is now the moſt faithful and 
juſt, that ever ſerved a prince; that perſon, 
originally differing from them in princi- 
ples as far as eaſt from weſt, but united 
in practice, and falling together, they are 
no reconciled, and find twenty reſem- 
blances between each other, which they 
could never diſcover before. Tanti et, ut 
placeam tibi perire * 

But to return: How could it be longer 


ſuffered in a free nation, that all avenues 
to preferment ſhould be ſhut up, except a 
very few; when one or two ſtood conſtant 


centry, wha docked all favours they handed 
down, or ſpread a huge inviſible net be- 
tween the prince and ſubject, hgh 4 
which nothing of value could paſs? And 
here I cannot but admire at one conſe- 
quence from this management, which is 


of an extraordinary nature, Generally 


g 


4 

} 
1 
} 

5 . 
J 

' 

7 

4 

i 

; 

! 

: 

| 

1 

| 
Li 
* 

1 

4 
4 1 

* 

: 

1 

i 

1 
. b 

9 
k 
Cs 
| 
Af 
: [ 
4 
bet 
af 
"4 
4 
* 
1 
1 
# 
N 
«Ki 
1 


78 THE EXAMINER. Ne 19. 
ſpeaking, princes, who have ill miniſters, 
are apt to ſuffer in their reputation, as 
well as in the love of the people: but it 
was not ſo with the queen. When the ſun 
is overcaſt by thoſe clouds he exhales from 
the earth, we ſtill acknowledge his light 
and ale. and at laſt find he can diſ- 
pel, and drive them down to the horizon. 
The wiſeſt prince by the neceſſity of af- 
fairs, the miſrepreſentations of deſigning 
men, or the innocent miſtakes even of a 
good predeceſſor, may find himſelf encom- ; 
paſſed by a crew of courtiers, whom time, 
opportunity, and ſucceſs, have miſerably | 
corrupted : and if he can ſave himſelf and 
his people from ruin under the wor ſt ad- 
miniſtration, what may not his ſubjects 


hope for, when with their univerſal ap- 


plauſe he changeth hands, and maketh uſe j 
of the 6? 3 
Another great obj tion with me againſt 


the late party was the cruel tyranny they 3 


put upon conſcience by a barbarous ingui- 

ſition, refuſing to admit the leaſt zoleration | 
or indulgence. They impoſed an hundred 
zeſts ; but could never be prevailed on to 


diſpenſe with, or zake off, the cs or | 


even 
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even to admit of occafional conformity: ; but 


went on daily (as their apoſtle Tindal ex- 
preſſeth it) Narrowing their terms of com 
znunion, pronouncing nine parts in ten of 
the kingdom Heretichs, and ſhutting them 


out of the pale of their church. Theſe 
very men, who talk ſo much of a compre- 


henſron in religion among us, how came | 
they to allow ſo little of it in Politichs, 


which is Heir ſole religion ? You {hall hear 


them pretending to bewail the animoſities 
kept up between the church of England 


and diſſenters, where the differences in 


opinion are ſo few and inconſiderable; yet 


theſe very ſons of moderation were pleaſed 
to excommunicate every man, who diſagreed 
with them in the ſmalleſt article of their 


political creed, or who refuſed to receive 


any new article, how difficult ſoever to 


digeſt, which the leaders impoſed at plea- 


ſure to ſerve their own intereſt. 
I will quit this ſubject for the preſent, 


when I have told one ſtory. © There was 
*a great king in Scythia, whoſe domi- 


* nions were bounded on the north by 
Cc =» poor mountainous territories of a 
1 lord, who Paid homage, as the 
king 
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wy king s vaſſal. The ſeythian prime mini- 
80 * being largely bribed, indirectly ob- 
c tained his maſter's comfort to ſuffer this 
6e lord to build forts, and provide himſelf 
ce with arms, under pretence of prevent- 
“ ing the inroads of the Tartars. This 
cal little depending ſovereign, finding he 
c yas now in a condition to be trouble- 
© ſome, began to inſiſt upon terms, and 
< threatened upon every occaſion to unite 
c with the Tartars: upon which the prime 
e -1mifter, who began to be in pain about 
© his head, propoſed a match betwixt his 
ce maſter and the only daughter of this 
ce tributary lord, which he 55 the good 
ce luck to bring to paſs; and from that 
ce time valued himſelf as author of a moſt 
ce glorious union, which indeed was grown 
ce of abſolute neceſſity by his corruption.” Ml 
This paſſage, cited literally from an old 
hiſtory of Sarmatia, I thought fit to ſet 
down on purpoſe to perplex little ſmat- 
tering remarkers, and put them upon the 
hunt for an application. 
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NUMBER XX. 
Thurſday, December 2 I, 1710. 
—— fugnaceim ſcirent ſapiente minorem. 


AM very much at a loſs how to pro- 
L ceced upon the ſubject intended in this 
paper, which a new incident hath led me 
to engage in. The ſubje& I mean, is that 
of ſoldiers and the army; but being a mat- 
ter wholly out of my trade, I ſhall handle 
it in as cautious a manner, as I am able. 
It is certain, that the art of war hath 
ſuffered great changes almoſt in every 
age and country of the world ; however, 
there are ſome maxims relating to it, that 
will be eternal truths, and which every 
reaſonable man muſt allow. 
In the early times of Greece and Rome, 
the armies of thoſe ſtates were compoſed 
of their citizens, who took no pay, becauſe 
the quarrel was their own; and therefore 
the war was uſually Fan FAY in one cam- 
paign ; or, if it laſted longer, yet in winter 
the ſoldiers returned to their ſeveral call- 


ings, and were not diſtinguiſhed from the 
E reſt 


32 THE EXAMINER. Ne 20% 


reſt of the people. The gothick govern- 
ments in Europe, although they were of 
military inſtitution, yet obſerved almoſt 
the ſame method. I ſhall inſtance only here 
in England: thoſe who held lands in capite 


of the king, were obliged to attend him 


in his wars with a certain number of 


men, who all held lands from them at 
eaſy rents on that condition. Theſe fought 
without pay; and, when the ſervice was || 


over, returned again to their farms. It is 
recorded of William Rufus, that being 
abſent in Mormandy, and engaged in a 
war with his brother, he ordered twenty 
thouſand men to be raiſed, and ſent over 
from hence to ſupply his army ; but ha- 


ving ſtruck up a peace before they were 


embarked, he gave them leave to diſband, 
upon FER TEIN they would pay him ten 


{ſhillings a man, which amounted to a 


mighty ſum in thoſe days. 
Conſider a kingdom as a great tamily, 


whereof the prince is the father, and it 
will appear plainly, that mercenary troops 


are only ſervants armed either to awe the 
children at home, or elſe to defend from 
invaders the family, who are otherwiſe 
FEET em- 
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employed, and chuſe to contribute out of 
their ſtock for paying their defenders, ra- 
ther than leave their affairs to be neglected 
in their abſence. The art of making ſol- 
diery a trade, and keeping armies in pay, 
ſeems in Europe to have had two originals : 
the firſt was »/arpation; when popular men 
deſtroyed the liberties of their country, 
and ſeized the power into their own hands, 
which they were forced to maintain by 
hiring guards to bridle the people. Such 
were ancient the 7yrarnts in moſt of the 
| ſmall ſlates of Greece; and ſuch were thoſe 
1n ſeveral parts of Tra about three or 
four centuries ago, as Machiavel informs 
us. The other original of mercenary armies 
ſeems to have riſen from larger kingdoms, 
or commonwealths, which had ſubdued 
provinces at a diſtance, and were forced to 
maintain troops upon them to prevent 
inſurrections from the natives. Of this ſort 
were Macedon, Carthage, and Rome of old; 
Venice and Holland at this day, as well as 
moſt kingdoms of Europe. So that merce- 
nary forces in a free ſtate, whether =- 
narchy or commonwealth, ſeem only neceſ- 
ſary either for preſerving their conqueſts 


G:3-- (which 
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(which i in ſuch governments it 1s not pru- 


dent to extend too far,) or elſe for main- 


taining war at a diſtance. 


Tn this laſt, which at preſent is our moſt 
important cſs. there are certain maxims, 


that all wiſe governments have obſerved. 


The firſt I ſhall mention is, that no 
private man ſhould have a commiſſion to 
be general for life, let his merit and ſervices 
be ever ſo great. Or, if a prince be unad- 


viſedly brought to offer ſuch a commiſſion 


in one hand, let him (to ſave time and 


blood) deliver up his croum with the other. 
The Romans, in the heighth and perfection 
of their government, uſually ſent out one 
of the new conſuls to be general againſt 


their moſt formidable enemy, and recalled 
the old one; who often returned before 


the next election, and, according as he 
had merit, was ſent to . in ſome 


other part; which perhaps was continued 


to him for a ſecond, and ſometimes a third 


year. But if Paulus Aemilius, or Scipio 


himſelf, had preſumed to move the ſenate 


to continue their commons for life, they 
would certainly have fallen a facrifice to 


the , of the people. Gz/ar indeed 
(between 


538 

ne”. 
3 

OW 
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(between whom and a certain general 0 ome 
of late, with much diſcretion, have made 
a parallel) had his command in Gaul con- 
tinued to him for five years; and was af- 
terwards made perpetual diftator, that is 
do ſay, general for life; which gave him 
the power and the will of utterly deftroy- 
ing the roman liberty. But in his time the 
Romans were very much degenerated, and 
great corruptions had crept into their mo- 
rals and diſcipline. However, we ſee there 
ſtill were ſome remains of a noble ſpirit 
among them; for when Cz/ar ſent to be 
choſen conſul, notwithſtanding his abſence, 
they decreed he ſhould come in perſon, 
give up his command, and Petere more ma- 
forum, 

It is not impoſſible, but a general may 
deſire fuch a commiſſion out of mnadver- 
tency, at the inſtigatiom of his friend, or 

perhaps of his enemies; or merely for the 
benefit and honour of it, without intending 
any ſuch dreadful conſequences; and in that 
caſe a wiſe prince, or ſtate, may barely 
refuſe it without ſhewing any marks of 
their diſpleaſure. But the requeſt in its 
own nature is highly criminal, and ought 
53 75 
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to be entered ſo upon record, to terriſy 
others in time to come from venturing to 
make it. 

Another maxim to be obſerved by 4 
free ſtate engaged 1 in war is, to keep the 
| military power in abſolute ſubje ection to 
the civil, nor ever ſuffer the former to in- 
fluence or interfere with the latter. A ge- 
ncral and his army are ſervams, hired by 

the civil power to act, as they are directed 
from thence, and with a commiſſion large 
or limitted, as the adminiſtration ſhall think 
fit; for which they are largely paid in 
profit and honour. The whole ſyſtem, by 
which armies are governcd, is quite alien 
from the peaceful inſtitutions of ſtates at 
home; and if the rewards be ſo i inviting as 
to tempt a ſenator to take a poſt in the 
army, wWhilſt he is there on his duty, he 
ought to conſider himſelf in no other ca- 
pacity. I know not any ſort of men fo 
apt as ſoldiers are to reprimand thoſe, who 
preſume to interfere in what relates to 
their trade. When they hear any of us, in 
a coffee-houſe, wondering that ſuch a 
Victory was not purſued; complaining that 
ſuch a town coſt more men and money 
than 
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than it was worth to take it; or that ſuch 


an opportunity was loſt of fighting the 


enemy; they preſently reprove us, and 


often with juſtice enough, for meddling 


in matters out of our ſphere; and clearly 


convince us of our miſtakes by terms of 
art, that none of us underſtand. Nor do 


we eſcape ſo; for they reflect with the 
utmoſt | contempt on our ignorance; that 
we, who fit at home in calc and Tocu- 
rity, never ſtirring from our fire-ſides, 
ſhould pretend from books and general 
reaſon to argue upon military affairs; 
which after all, if we may judge from the 
ſhare of intellectuals in ſome who are ſaid 
to excel that way, is not ſo very profound, 


or difficult a ſcience. But, if there be any 
weight in what they offer, as perhaps there 
may be a great deal, ſurely theſe gentle- 


men have a much e pretence to con- 
cern themſelves in matters of the cabinet, 


which are always either far above, or 8 : 
beſide their capacities. Soldiers may as 


well pretend to preſcribe rules for trade, 
to determine points in philoſophy, to be 


moderators in an aſſembly of divines, or 
direct in a court of juſtice, as to miſplace 
G 4 their 
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their talent in examining affairs of ſtate, 
eſpecially in what relates to the choice of 
miniſters, who are never ſo likely to be ill 
choſen as when approved by them. It 
would be endleſs to ſhew, how pernicious 
all ſteps of this nature have been in many 
parts and ages of the world. I ſhall only 
produce two at preſent ; one in Rome, the | 
other in England. The firſt is of Cz/ar : | 
when he came to the city with his ſoldiers | 

to /ettle the miniſtry, there was an end of 
their liberty for ever. The ſecond was in 
the great rebellion againſt king Charles 
the Bt: the king * both houſes were 
agreed upon the terms of a peace; but the 
officers of the army (as Ludlow relates it) 
{et a guard upon the houſe of commons, 
took a liſt of the members, and kept all 
by force out of the houſe, except thoſe 
who were for bringing the king to a trial. 
Some years after, when they erected a 
military government, and ruled the iſland 
by major generals, we received moſt ad- 
mirable inſtances of their ſkill in politicks. 
To ſay the truth, ſuch formidable ſticklers 
can hy but two reaſons for deſiring to 
interfere in the adminiſtration 3 the farſt is 
that 
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that of Cz/ar and Cromwell, of which God 
forbid I ſhould accuſe or ſuſpect any body, 
ſince the ſecond is pernicious enough, and 
that 1s, Zo preſerve thoſe in power who are 
Ver perpetuating a war, rather than ſee 
others advanced, who, they are ſure, will uſe 
all proper means to promote a ſa e and Ponte 
ourable peace. | 
S Thirdly, fince it is obſerved of armies, 
that in the preſent age they are brought 
to ſome degree of humanity, and a more 
regular demeanor to each other and to 
the world, than in former times, it is cer- 
tainly a good maxim to endeavour pre- 
ſerving this temper among them; with- 
out which they would ſoon degenerate 
into ſavages. To this end it would be 
& prudent, among other things, to forbid 
that deteſtable cu ſtom of drinking to the 
= damnation or con rf ſion of any per ſon what- . 
ſoever. 
Such diſperate acts, and the opinions 
infuſed along with them into heads already 
inflamed by youth and wine, are enough 
to ſcatter madneſs and ſedition through a 
whole camp. So ſeldom upon Heir knees 
70 pray, and ſo often to cue this is not 


properly 
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properly atheiſm, but a fort of anti- eli. 
gion preſcribed by the devil, and which an 
atheiſt of common ſenſe would: ſcorn as 
an abſurdity. I have heard it mentioned 
as a common practice laſt Autumn, /c-e- 
where or other, to drink damnation and 
confuſion (and this with circumſtances 
very aggravating and horrid) to the mew | 
miniſiry, and to thoſe who had any hand 
in turning out the o/d; that is to hy, to 
thoſe perſons whom ber majeſty has thought 
fit to employ in her greateſt affairs, with 
ſomething more than a glance againſt the Þ 
Fueen 22 J. And if it be true, that theſe Þ 
Or gies were attended with certain doubt fu 
words of landing by their general, who 
without queſtion abhorred them, let any | 
man conſider the conſequence of ſuch diſ- 
poſitions, if they ſhould happen to ſpread. | 

I could only wiſh for the honour of the 
army, as well as of the queen and mini- 

ſtry, that a remedy had been applied to 

the diſeaſe in the place and time where it 

grew. If men of ſuch principles were able 

to propagate them in a camp, and were 

ſure of a general for life, who had any 
tincture of ambition, we might ſoon bid 
farewel 
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farewel to miniſters and parliaments, whe- 
ther new or old. 


I am only ſorry, ſuch an accident hath 


| happened towards the cloſe of a war; when 


it is chiefly the intereſt of thoſe gentlemen, 
who have poſts 1 in the army, to behave 


themſelves in ſuch a manner, as might 
encourage the legiſlature to make ſome 
proviſion for them, when there will be no 
further need of their ſervice. They are to 


conſider themſelves as perſons, by their edu- 
cation, unqualified for many other ſtations 
of life. Their fortunes will not ſuffer them 
to retain to a party aſter its Fall, nor have 


they weight or abilities to help towards its 


reſurrectiom. Their future dependence is 
wholly upon the prince and parliament, 
to which they will never make their way 
by /olemmn execrations of the miniſtry ; a mi- 


niſtry of the queen's own election, and 
fully anſwering the wiſhes of her people. 
This unhappy ſtep in ſome of their brethren 


may paſs for an uncontroulable argument, 
that politicks are not their buſineſs, or 
their element. The fortune of war hath 
raiſed ſeveral perſons up to {ſwelling titles, 


and great commands over numbers of men, 


Which 


. ore au ——... ⁵ ͤ-m ,, - — 8 
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which they are too apt to transfer along 
with them into civil life, and appear in 
all companies, as if they were at the head 
of their regiments, with a ſort of deport- 
ment, that ought to have been dropt be- 
hind in that ſhort paſſage to Harwich. It 
puts me in mind of a dialogue in Lucian, 
where Charon wafting one of their prede- 
ceſſors over Shyx, ordered him to ſtrip Þ 
off his armour and fine cloaths, yet ſtill 
thought him too heavy; © But, /azd he, 
put e off likewiſe that pride and preſump- 
c. tjon, thoſe hig h ſwelling words, and 
that eee becauſe they were of 
no uſe on the other ſide the water. Thus, 
if all that array of military grandeur were 
confined to the proper ſcene, it would be | 
much more for the intereſt of the owners, | 


and leſs offenſive to their fellow ſubjects. 


NUN. 
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Mam et majorumm inflituta tueri, ſacris 
ceremomiiſ que retinendis, ſapientis ef. 
— N uituraque _ 
Stat (mirum!) males - — 


HOEVER is a true "DS of our 
conſtitution, muſt needs be pleaſed 
to fe what ſucceſsful endeavours are daily 


made to reſtore it in every branch to its 
ancient form, from the languiſhing con- 
dition it hath long lain in, and with ſuch 
deadly ſymptoms. 


I have already handled = abuſes 
during the late management, and ſhall in 


convenient time go on with the reſt. 


Hitherto I have confined myſelf to thoſe 


of the ſtate; but, with the good leave of 


ſome who think it a matter of ſmall mo- 
ment, I ſhall now take liberty to lay ſome- 
thing of the church. 


For ſeveral years paſts there hath not, I 


chink, in Europe been any ſociety of men 


upon ſo unhappy a foot as the clergy of 


England; nor more hardly treated by 7 5 


very 
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very perſons, from whom they deſerved 
much better quarter, and in whoſe power 
they chiefly had put it to uſe them fo 
ill. I would not willingly miſrepreſent 
facts, but I think it generally allowed by 
enemies and friends, that the bold and 
brave defences made before the revolution 
againſt thoſe many invaſions of our rights 
proceeded principally from the clergy ; 
who are likewiſe known to have rejected 
all advances made them to cloſe with the 
meaſures at that time concerting ; while 
the d. enters, to gratify their ambition and 
revenge, fell into the baſeſt compliances I 
with the court, approved of all proceed- 
ings by their numerous and fulſome ad- 
dreſſes, and took employments and com- 
miſſions by virtue of the diſpenſing power, 
againſt the direct laws of the land. All 
this is ſo true, that if ever the pretender 
comes in, they will, next to thoſe of his 
own religion, have the faireſt claim and] 
pretentions to his favour from their merit 
and eminence ſervices to his ſuppoſed fa- 
ther, who without ſuch encouragement 
would probably never have been miſled to 
90 the lengths he did. It ſhould 1 
0 
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be remembered to the everlaſting honour 


of the London divines, that in thoſe dan- 


gerous times they writ and publiſhed the 


beſt collection of arguments againſt popery, 


that ever appeared in the world. At the 
revolution the body of the clergy joined 
heartily in the common cauſe (except a 
few, whoſe ſufferings perhaps have atoned 
for their miſtakes) like men who are con- 


tent to go about for avoiding a gulph or 


a precipice, but come into the old ſtrait 


road again, as ſoon as they can. But an- 


other temper had now begun to prevail : 
for, as in the reign of king Charles the 
firſt ſeveral well-meaning people were 
ready to join in reforming ſome abuſes, 
while others, who had deeper deſigns, 
were ſtill calling out for a thorough refor- 
mation, which ended at laſt in the ruin 
of the kingdom: fo, after the late king's 
coming to the throne, there was a reſtlefs 


cry from men of the ſame principles for a 
thorough revolution; which, as ome were 
carrying it on, muſt have ended in the 
deſtruction of the monarchy and church. 


What a violent humour hath run ever 
ſince againſt the clergy, and from what 
| | corner 
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corner ſpread and fomented, is, I believe, 
manifeſt to all men. It looked like a ſet 
quarrel againſt chriſtianity; and, if we call 


to mind ſeveral of the leaders, it muſt in 


a great meaſure have been actually ſo. 
Nothing was more common in writing 
and converſation, than to hear that reve- 
rend body charged in groſs with what was 
utterly inconſiſtent; deſpiſed for their po- 
verty, hated for their riches; reproached 
with avarice, and taxed with luxury; ac- 
cuſed for promoting arbitrary power, and 
for reſiſting the prerogative; cenſured for 
their pride, and ſcorned for their meanneſs i 
of ſpirit. The repreſentatives of the lower 
clergy were railed at for diſputing the 
power of the biſhops by the known ab- 
horrers of epiſcopacy ; and abuſed for do- 
ing nothing in the convocations by thoſe Þ 
very men, who helped to bind up their 
hands. The vice, the folly, the ignorance Þ 
of every ſingle man, were laid upon the 
character: their juriſdiction, cenſures, and 
diſcipline trampled under foot; yet mighty 
complaints againſt their exceſſive power: 
the men of wit employed to turn the 
prieſthood itſelf into ridicule; in ſhort, | 


groan- 4 
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groaning every where under the weight of 
| Poverty, oppreſſion, contempt, and oblo- 
quy. A fair return for the time and mo- 
ney ſpent in their education to fit them 
for the ſervice of the altar; and a fair en- 
couragement for worthy men to come into | 
| the church! However, it may be ſome 
| comfort for perſons of that holy function, 
| that their divine founder, as well as his 
| harbinger, met with the like reception: 
Jobn came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they Jay he hath a devil; the Son of ma 
came eating and ern aud they ſay, 
behold a gluttom and a wine-bibber, etc. 

In this deplorable ſtate of the clergy, 
nothing but the hand of providence, 
working by its glorious inſtrument the 
Quzen, could have been able to turn the 
people's hearts fo ſurpriſingly i in their fa- 
vour. This princeſs, deſtined for the ſafety 
of Europe, and a bleſſing to her ſubjects, 
began her reign with a noble benefaction 
to the church; and it was hoped the nation 
would have followed ſuch an example; 
which nothing could have prevented, but 
the falſe politicks of a ſett of men, who 
form their maxims upon thoſe of every 

H totter- 
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tottering commonwealth, which is always 


ſtruggling for life, ſubſiſting by expedi- 


ents, and often at the mercy of any 
powerful neighbour. Theſe men take it 
into their imagination, that trade can ne- 


ver flouriſh, unleſs the country becomes 
a common receptacle for all nations, re- 


ligions, and languages ; a ſyſtem only pro- 
per for {mall popular ſtates, but altogether 


unworthy and below the dignity of an 
imperial crown; which with us is beſt 


upheld by a monarchy i in poſſeſſion of its 
Juſt prerogative, a ſenate of nobles and of 
commons, and a clergy eſtabliſhed in its 


due rights with a ſuitable maintenance 


by law. But theſe men come with the 
ſpirit of /bop-keepers to frame rules for the 
adminiſtration of kingdoms ; ; or, as if they 
thought the whole art of government con- 
ſiſted in the importation of nuline gs, and 


the curing of herrings. Such an iſland as 


ours can afford enough to ſupport the ma- 
jeſty of a crown, the honour of a nobility, 
and the dignity of a magiſtracy: we can 
encourage arts and ſciences, maintain our 


biſhops and clergy, and ſuffer our gentry 


to live in a decent, hoſpitable manner; 


yet 


em 
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yet ſtill there will remain hands ſufficient 
for trade and manufactures, which do al- 
ways indeed deſerve the beſt encourage- 
ment, but not to a degree of ſending every 

. living foul into the . or the Wor k- 

5. 

8 This pedantry of republican politicks | 
bath done infinite miſchief among us. 
0 this we owe thoſe noble ſchemes of 
| treating chriſtianity a8 4 ſyſtem of fpecu- 
lative opinions, which no man ſhould be 
bound to believe; of making the being, 
and the worſhip of God, a creature of the 

ſtate ; in conſequence 7 theſe, that the 
teachers of religion ought to hold their 
maintenance at pleaſure, or live by the 
alms and charitable collection of the peo- 
ple, and be equally encouraged of all 
opinions; that they ſhould be pre/cribed 
what to teach by thoſe, who are to learn 
from them; and upon default have a aff 

and a pair of /Þoes left at their door: with 
many other projects of equal piety, wil- 
dom, and good nature. 
But, God be thanked, they and their 
n are vaniſhed, and their places ſhall 
know them uo ore. When I think of that 
H2 inun- 
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inundation of atheiſm, infidelity, profane- 
neſs, and licentiouſneſs, which was like to 
overwhelm us, from what mouths and 
hearts it firſt proceeded, and how the peo- 
ple joined with the Quezn's endeavours 
to divert this flood, I cannot but reflect 


on that remarkable paſſage in the Reve- 


lations, where the ſerpent with SEVEN heads 


caft out of his mouth water after the woman 


like a flocd, that he might cauſe her to be 


carried away of the flood : but the EARTH 
helped the woman, and the earth opened 
her mouth, and fwallowed uþ the flood, which 


the dragon had caſt out of 2 mouth. For 


the QukEN having changed her miniſtry 


ſuitable to her own wiſdom, and the wiſhes 
of her ſubjects, and having called a free 
parliament, and at the ſame time ſum- 


moned the convocation by her royal writ, 
as in all times had been accuſtomed; and 
ſoon after their meeting ſent a moſt gra- 


cious letter to the archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury to be communicated to the biſhop 


and clergy of his province; taking notice of 


ce the looſe and profane principles, which 


© had been openly ſcattered and propa- 
ce *« gated among her ſubjects: that the con- 


cc ſultations 


, 7 8 * 2 v s 'S $4 * . 
| . * . 9 . n ä r ͤ⁰ͥn!FnFnII n ! F 
ITY: £ c N te Ae a dps Til" ARA ts bo Eee EE pc, F I te ear TIES nA 1 0 .., Ee ts 6 * I $5 2's PPP / ES Fs 5 r FF Ee - 
* * n x 8 N EL y * 2 get 1 ISLES pI * *. Ni 8 Se „ n E 3 * 8 
. „ 5 — LEY! ES. J.. IRC LEM a a IG: RT RP © og $94S 
r dd hg OR, PETE FR i Fo NN HS 
= * N * 6 2 Ke _ 2 


N. 21. THE EXAMINER, 101 
« fultations of the clergy were particular- 


ce ly requiſite to repreſs and prevent ſuch 
« daring attempts, for which her ſubjects 


from all parts of the kingdom have 


« ſhewn their juſt abhorrence: ſpe hopes 


c the endeavours of the clergy in this re- 
© ſpect will not be unſucceſsful ; and for 
her part, is ready to give chem all fit 


« encouragement to proceed in the diſ- 


* patch of ſuch buſineſs, as properly be- 
© Jongs to them; and to grant them powers 
e requifite to carry on ſo good a work: 


in concluſion, © earneſtly recommending 
« to them to avoid diſputes ; - and deter- 
mining to do all that in her lies to com- 


| * pole and extinguiſh them.” 


It is to be hoped, that this laſt part of 
her majeſty's letter will be the firſt, ſhe 
will pleaſe to execute; for, it Gone, this 


very letter created the firſt diſpute ; the 


fact whereof is thus related: The upper 

houſe having formed an addreſs to the 
Quzzx, before they received her majeſty's 
letter, ſent both addreſs and letter toge- 
ther to the lower houſe, with a meſſage 
excuſing their not mentioning the letter in 
the addreſs, becauſe zhis was formed before 
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the other was received. The lower houſe 
returned them with a deſire, that an ad- 
dreſs might be formed with due regard 
and acknowledgments for the letter. After 
ſome difficulties, the ſame addreſs was ſent 
down again with a clauſe inſerted, mak- 
ing ſome ſhort mention of the ſaid letter. 
This the lower houſe did not think ſuf- 
ficient, and ſent it back again with the 
lame requeſt : whereupon the archbiſhop, 
after a ſhort conſultation with ame of his 
brethren, immediately adjourned the con- 
vocation for a month; and no addreſs at 
all was ſent to the enn 
Iunderſtand not eccleſiaſtical affairs well 
enough to comment upon this matter; but 
it ſeems to me, that all methods of doing 
ſervice to the church and kingdom, by 
means of a convocation, may be at any time 
eluded, if there be no remedy againſt ſuch 
an 1 And, if this proceeding be 
agreeable to the inſtitution, /þiritual aſ- 

ſemblies ruſt needs be ſtrangely contrived, 

very different from any lay /enare yet 
known in the world. Surely, from the 
nature of ſuch a Hhnod, it muſt be a very 
vohappy circumſtance, when the majority 


of 
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of the biſhops draws one way, and that of 
the lower clergy another. The latter, I 
think, are not at this time ſuſpected for 
any principles bordering upon thoſe pro- 
feſſed by enemies to epiſcopacy; and if 


they happen to differ from the greater part 
of the preſent ſett of biſhops, I doubt it 
will call /ome things to nhl, —_ may 
turn the ſcale of general favour on the in- 
ferior clergy's fide ; who, with a profound 


duty to her majeſty, are perfectly pleaſed 


with the preſent turn of affairs. Beſides, 


curious people will be apt to enquire into 
the dates of ſome promotions, to call to mind 
what deſigns were then upon the anvil; 
and from thence make zualicious deduf707s. 


Perhaps they will obſerve the manner of 


voting on the biſhops bench, and compare 
it with what ſhall paſs in the upper houſe 
of convocation. There is however one 
comfort; that under the preſent diſpoſi- 
tions of the kingdom a diſlike to the pro- 
ceedings of any of their lordſhips, even to 
the number of a majority, will be purely 
perſonal, and not turned to the diſadvan- 
tage of the order. And for my part, as I 
am a true lover of the church, I had rather 

H 4 find 
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find the inclinations of the people favour- 
able to epiſcopacy in general, than fee a 
majority of prelates cried up by thoſe, who 
are known enemies to the character. 


indeed hath any 


thing given me more 


offence for ſeveral years paſt, than to ob- 

ſerve, how /ome of that bench have been 
careſſed by certain perſons; and others of 

them openly celebrated by the infamous 


pens of atheiſts, republicans, and fanaticks. 


Time and mortality can only remedy 
| thele 1 inconveniencies in the church, which 


are not to be cured, like thoſe in the ſtate, 


by A change of mint des It we may guels 


the temper of a convocation from the 


choice of a protocutor, as it is uſual to do 
that of a houſe of commons by the ſpeaker, 
we may expect great things from that 
reverend body, who have done themſelves 


much reputation by pitching upon a gen- 


elend of lo much piety, wit, and learn- 
ing, for that office; and one, who is ſo 
thoroughly verſed in thoſe parts of know- 
ledge, which are proper for it. I am ſorry, 
that the three latin ſpeeches delivered 
upon preſenting the prolocutor were not 
made publick ; 7 might perhaps have 


given 
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Nor 
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given us ſome light into the diſpoſition of 
each houſe: and beſides, one of them is 
ſaid to be ſo peculiar in the ſtyle and 
matter, as might have made up in enter- 
tainment what it wanted in instruction. 


NUMBER XXII. 
Thurſday, January 45 1 


Milllae funt occultiores infidiae, quam ene, 


5 . . « 1 9 8 : 
SG guae latent in funulatione officii, aut in 
U aliquo neceſſitudinis nomine. 


The following anſwer is written in the true 

ſtyle, and with the uſual candour of 
ſuch pieces; which I have imitated 10 
the beſt of my ſkill, and doubt not but 
the reader will be extremely ſatisfied 
with it. FOES 


The EXAMINER croſs- examined; or, 
A full anſwer to the laſt EXAMINER. 
I I durſt be fo bold with this author, I 
A would gladly aſk him a familiar queſti- 


on; Pray, fir, who made you an examiner © 


He talks in one of his inſipid papers of 


IH 
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eight or nine thouſand corruptions, while we 
were at the head of affairs; yet in all this 


time he hath hardly produced fifty: 


Parturiunt monies, etc. Hon. 


But I ſhall online” myſelf at preſent to Þ 
his laſt paper. He tells us, the queen began 
her reign with a noble benefattion to the 
church.” Here's prieſicraft with a witneſs! 
This 1s the conftant language of your 
high-/liers, to call thoſe, who are hired to 
=, the religion of the magiſtrate, by the 
name of the church. But this is not all ; 

for in the very next line he ſays, it was 
hoped the nation would have followed this 
example. You ſee the faction begins already 
to ſpeak out: this is an open demand for 
the abby lands; this furious zealot would 
have us prieft-ridden again, like our popiſh Þ 
anceſtors ; but it is to be hoped the go- Þ 
vernment "will take timely care to ſuppreſs 
fuch audacious attempts; elſe we have 
ſpent ſo much blood and treafure to very 
little purpoſe in maintaining religion and 
the revolution, But what can we expect 
from a man, who at one blow endeavours 
to ruin our trade? A country, ſays he, may 


flouriſh 


JS... ww 
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| flouriſh (theſe are his own words) without 


being the common receptacle for all nations, 


religions, and languages. What! we muſt 


hs 

E 

7 
* 


immediately baniſh, or murder the Pala- 
vines; forbid all foreign merchants not only 
the Exchange, but the kingdom; perſecute 


the diſſenters with fire and faggot; and 


| make it high-treaſon to ſpeak any other 


tongue but gib. In another place he 
talks of a /erpent with ſeven heads, which 


is a manifeſt corruption of the text; for 


the words, /ever: heads, are not mentioned 
in that verſe. However, we know what 
ſerpent he would mean; a /erpent with 


fourteen legs; or indeed no ſerpent at all, 


but ſeven great men, who were the 57% 
miniſters, the true/t proteſtants, and the 
molt diſmrereſied Patriots, that ever ſerved 
a prince. But nothing is ſo inconſiſtent as 
this writer. I know not whether to call 
him a whig or a tory, a proteſtant or a 
papiſt ; he finds fault with convocations ; 
ſays, they are aſſemblies ſtrangely N 

and yet lays the fault upon us, that we 
bound their hands : T wiſh we could have 
bound their tongues too. But, as faſt as 


their hands were bound, they —_ make 
2 ſhift © 
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a ſhift to hold their pes, and have their 
ſhare in the guilt of ruining the hopefulleſt 
party and miniſtry, that ever preſcribed to 
a crown. This captious gentleman is angry 
to ſee a mapority of prelates cried up by thſe, 
who are enemies to the charafter : now I 
always thought, that the conceſſions of 
enemies were more to a man's advantage, 
than the praiſe of his friends. Time and 
mortality, he lays, can only remedy theſe 
mconveniencies in the church: that is, in 
other words, when certain biſhops are 


dead, we ſhall have others of our own | 


ſtamp. Not ſo faſt: you are not yet ſo 
ſure of your game. We have already got 
one comfortable toſs in Spain, although by 
A general of our own : for joy of which 
our junto had a merry meeting at the houſe 
of their great proſelyte, on the very day 
we received the happy news. One or two 
more ſuch 4/aws would perhaps ſet us 
right again; and then we can employ 
mortality, as well as others. He concludes 
with wiſhing, that hree letters, ſpoken when: 
the prolocutor was preſented, were made 
publick, J ſuppoſe he would be content 
with one; and that is more than we ſhall 

humour 
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humour him to grant. However, 1 hope 


he will allow it poſſible to have grace, 
without either e/oguence or latin; which 
| is all J ſhall fay to this malicious 7nmends. 
Having thus, I hope, given a full and 
| ſatisfafory anſwer to the Examiner's laſt 
paper, I {hall now go on to a more im- 
portant affair, which is, to prove by ſeve- 
ral undeniable inſtances, that the late mi- 
| niſtry and their abettors were true friends 
to the church. It is yet, I confeſs, a ſecret 
| to the clergy, wherein this friendſhip did 
conſiſt. For information therefore of that 
revyerend body, that they may never forget 
their benefactors, as well as of all an 
who may be equally ignorant, I have 
determined to diſplay our merits to the 
| world upon that weighty article. And I 
| could wiſh, that what I am to fay were to 
| be written in braſs for an eternal me- 
morial; the rather, becauſe for the future 
| the church muſt endeavour to ſtand un- 
: ſupported by thoſe patrons, whoexpired in 
| doing it their laſt good office, and will never 
71/e to preſerve it any more. 
Let us therefore produce the pious « en- 


deavours of theſe church defenders, who 
were 
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were its patrons by their power and au- 


thority, as well as ornaments of it by their 


exemplary lives. 


Firſt, St. Paul tells us, there muſt be he- 
reſies in the church, that the truth may be 


manifeſt; and therefore, by due courle of 


reaſoning, the more hereſies there are, the 
more manifeſt will the truth be made. 


This being maturely conſidered by theſe 


lovers of the church, they endeavoured to 
propagate as many 1 as they could, 


that the light of truth might ſhine the 
clearer. 

Secondly, To ſhew their zeal for the 
church's 3 they took the care of it 
intirely out of the hands of God almighty 
(becauſe that was a foreign juriſdiction and 
made it their own creature, depending al- 
together upon them; and iſſued out their 
orders to Tindal, and others, to give pub- 


lick notice of it. 


Thirdly, N charity is the moſt ce- 
lebrated of all chriſtian virtues, therefore 
they extended theirs beyond all bounds; 
and, inſtead of ſhutting the church againſt 
al enters ,were ready to open 1t toall comers, 
and break down its walls, rather than that 

any 
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any ſhould want room to enter. The 

ſtrength of a ſtate, we know, conſiſteth in 
the number of people, how different ſo- 
ever in their callings ; and why ſhould not 
the ſtrength of a church conſiſt in the 
ſame, how different ſoever in their creed ? 
For that reaſon they charitably attempted 


to aboliſh the 2%, which tied up ſo many 


hands from getting employments, in order 

to protect the church. 
I know very well, that this attempt is 

objected to us as a crime by ſeveral n- 


| lignant tories; and denied as a ſlander by 


many unthinking people among ourſelves. 
The latter are apt, in their defence. to aſk 


ſuch queſtions as theſe 3 Mas your teſt re- 


pealed ? had we not a majority; ? might we 


not have done it, if we pleaſed ? To which 
the others anfwer. You did what you could : 

| you prepared the way, but you found a fatal 
| 7mpediment from that quarter, whence the 
ſanction of the law muſt come; and therefore, 
| zo ſave your credit, you condemned a paper to 
| be burnt, which yourſelves had brought in. 
But 11281 the miſcarriage of that noble 


project for the ſafety of the church had 


another original; the knowledge whereof 
depends 


1 
| 
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depends upon a piece of ſecret hiſtory, 
which I ſhall now lay open. 


Theſe church- protectors had directed . 
preſbyterian preacher to draw up a bill for 


repealing the 2%. It was accordingly done 


with great art; and, in the preamble, ſe- 
veral expreſſions of civility to the e//abliſhed 

church; and when it came to the qualifi- 
cations of all thoſe, who were to enter on 
any office, the compiler had taken ſpecial 


care to make them large enough for all 


chriſtians whatſoever, by tranſcribing the 


very words (only formed into an oath) 


which guakers are obliged to profeſs by a 
former act of parliament; as I ſhall here 
ſet them down: I, A. B. profeſs faith in 
God the father, aol in Jeſus Chriſt His 


eternal fon, the true Cod; and in the Holy 


Spirit, one God, bleſſed * evermore ; and 
do acknowledge the holy ſcriptures of the Old 
and Mew Teſtament to be given by divine 
inſpiration. This bill was carried to the 
chief leaders, for their approbation, with 
theſe terrible words turned into an oath. 
What ſhould they do? Thoſe few among 
them, who fancied they believed in God, 
were ſure they did not believe in Chr iſt, 

or 
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or the Holy ſpirit, or one ſyllable of the 
Bible; and they were as ſure that every 
body knew their opinion in thoſe matters, 
which indeed they had been always too 
ſincere to diſguiſe; ; how therefore could 
they take fuck an oath as that, without 
ruining their reputation with Toadal. To- 
land, Coward, Collins, Clendom, and all the 
1 tribe of free-thi; hers, and fo give 4 feandal 
T0 weak unbelievers ? Upon this nice point 
of honour and conſcience the matter was 
huſhed, the project for repealing the 2% 
let fall, ad the ſacrament left as the ſmaller 
evil of the two, Els 
Fourthly, Theſe pillars of the hk 

becauſe 2 harveſt was great, and the FRY 
bourers few, and becauſe they would eaſe 
the biſhops from that grievous trouble of 
laying on hands, were willing to allow that 
power to all men whatſoever, to prevent 
that terrible conſequence of wunchurching 
thoſe, who thought a hand from under a 
chak as effectual as from /awn fleeves. And 
indeed what could more contribute to the 
advancement of true religion, than a bill 


of general naturalization for prieſthood? 


EE Fifubly, 
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Fifthly, In order to fix religion in the 
minds of men, becauſe truth never appears 
ſo fair as when confronted with falſhood, 
they directed books to be publiſhed, that 
denied the being of a God, 2 divinity of 
the Second and Third Perſon, the truth of 
all revelation, and the immortality of the 
ſoul. To this we owe that great ſenſe of 
religion, that reſpect and kindneſs to the 
clergy, and that true love of virtue, ſo 
manifeſt of late years among the youth of 
our nation. Nor could any thing be more 
diſcreet, than to leave the merits of each 
cauſe to ſuch wiſe, impartial judges ; who 
might otherwiſe fall under the ſlavery of 
believing by education and prejudice. 
Sixthly, Becauſe nothing ſo much di- 
ſtracts the thoughts, as too great variety of 
ſubjects, therefore they had kindly pre- 
pared a bill to preſcribe the clergy what 
ſubjects they ſhould preach upon, and in 
what manner, that they might be at no 
loſs; and this no doubt was a proper work 
for ack hands, ſo thoroughly verſed in 


the theory and practice of all . 
duties. 


Seventhly, 
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Szventhly, To fave trouble and expence 
to the clergy, they contrived that con- 
cations ſhould meet as ſeldom as poſſible; 
and, when they were ſuffered to aſſemble, 


; would never allow them to meddle with 


any buſineſs ; becauſe, zhey /aid, the office 


of a clergyman was enough to take up the 


whole man. For the fame reaſon they were 


very deſirous to excuſe the biſhops from 
ſitting in parliament, that they might be. 
at more leifure to ſtay at home and look 
after the inferior clergy. 


I ſhall mention at preſent but one more 


inſtance of their pious zeal for the church. 


They had ſomewhere heard the maxim, that 


Sanguis martyrum eft Jemen ecclefige; there- 


fore, in order to /ow this ſeed, they began 
with impeaching a clergyman: and that it 


might be a true martyrdom in every cir- 
cumſtance, they proceeded as much as 


poſſible againſt common law; which the 


long-robe part of the managers knew, was 


in an hundred inſtances directly contrary 
to all their poſitions, and were /ufficiently 
warned of it before hand; but their love of 
the church prevailed. Neither was this im- 
peachment an affair taken up on a ſudden; 

12 for 


6 THE EXAMINER N 22. 
for a certain great perſon (whoſe character 


hath been lately publiſhed by ſome ſtupid 


and lying writer) who very much diftin- 


guiſhed himſelf by his zeal in forwarding | 


thi zmpeachment, had ſeveral years ago 
endeavoured to perſuade the late king to 


give way to juſt ſuch another attempt. 


He told his majeſty, there was a certain 
clergyman, who preached very dangerous 


ſermons, and that the only way to put a 
ſtop to ſuch inſolence was to impeach 
him in parliament. The king enquired 
the character of the man: O fr, ſaid my 
lord, the mot violent, hot, poſitive fellow in 
England; /o extremely wilful, that] believe he 
would be heartily glad to be a martyr. The 
king anſwered, 1s it ſo? then Jam reſolved to 
diſappoint him; and would never hear more 
of the matter; by which that hopeful 
project unhappily miſcarried. 

I have hitherto confined myſelf to thoſe 
endeavours for the good of the church, 
which were common to all the leaders 
and principal men of cut party; but, if 
my paper were not drawing towards an 
end, I could produce ſeveral inſtances of 
particular perſons, who by their exemplary 


lives 
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lives and actions have confirmed the cha- 
racter ſo juſtly due to the whole body. I 
ſhall at preſent mention only two, and il- 
luſtrate the merits of cach by a matter of 
1 
| That worthy patriot and 27e lover of 
the church, whom a late Examiner is ſup- 
poſed to reflect on under the name of 
Vierres, felt a pious impulſe to be a bene- 
factor to the cathedral of Glouce/ter ; but 
| how to do it in the moſt decent generous 
manner, was the queſtion. At laſt he 
thought of an expedient: one morning, or 
night, he ſtole into the church, mounted 
upon the altar, and there did that, which 
in cleanly phraſe is called a7 Darlene of 
nature, He was diſcovered, proſecuted, 
and condemned to pay a thouſand pounds ; 
which ſum was all employed to /uppor: 
the church, as no dou bt the benefactor 
meant it. 

There is another perſon, whom the ſame 
writer 1s thought to point at under the 
name of ill Bigamy. This gentleman, 

knowing that marriage fees were a con- 
ſiderable perquiſite to the clergy, found 
out a way of improving them cer. pen cent. 
13 for 


118 THE EXAMINER, Ne 22. 
for the good of the church. His invention 
was to marry a ſecond wife, while the firſt 
was alive, convincing her of the lawfulneſs 
by ſuch arguments, as he did not doubt 
would make others follow the ſame ex- 
ample. T Theſe he had drawn up in writ- 
ing, with intention to publiſh for the 


general good; and it is hoped, he may now 
Have leiſure to finiſh them. 


NUMBER XXIII. 
Thurſday, January 1 . 1710, 
Bellum ita 2 ſcipiatur, ut nibil aliud niſi 


Pa quaeſita uvideatur, 


AM ſatisfied, that no reaſonable man 
1 of either party can juſtly be offended 
at any thing, I ſaid in one of my papers 
relating to the army. From the maxims 
I there laid down perhaps many perſons 

may conclude, that I had a mind, the 
world ſhould think there had been occa- 
ſion given by ſome late abuſes among men 
of that calling; and they conclude right: 
tor my intention is, that my hints may be 
underſtood, and my quotations and alle- 


gories 
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gories applied: and I am in ſome pain to 


think, that in the Orcades on one fide, 


and the weſtern coaſts of Ireland on the 
other, the Examiner may want a key in 


ſeveral parts, which I with I could furniſh 


them with. As to the french king, I am 
under no concern at all: I hear he hath 


left off reading my papers, and by what 


he hath found in them, diſſikes our pro- 


ceedings more than ever; and intends, 


either to make great additions to his ar- 


mies, or propoſe new terms for a peace. 
80 falſe is that, which is commonly re- 


ported of his mighty ſatisfaction in our 
change of miniſtry. And I think it clear, 


that his late letter of thanks to the 2ories 


of Great Britain muſt either have been 
extorted from him, againſt his judgment; 
or was a caſt of politicks to ſet the people 
againſt the preſent miniſtry ; wherein it 
hath wonderfully ſucceeded. 
But, though I have never heard, or 
never regarded any objections made againſt 
that paper, which mentions the army 
yet I intended this as a ſort of apology 
for it. And firſt I declare (becauſe we live 


in a miſtaken world) that in hinting at 


1 4 ſome 
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ſome proceedings, wherein a few perſons 
are ſaid to be concerned, I did not intend 
to charge them upon the body of the ar- 
my. I have too much deteſted that bar- 
barous injuſtice among the writers of a late 

party to be ever guilty of it myſelf; I 
mean the accuſing ſocieties for the crimes 
of a few. On the other ſide, I muſt take 
leave to believe, that armies are no more 
_ exempt from corruptions than other num 
bers of men. The maxims propoſed were 
occaſionally introduced by the report of 
certain facts, which I am bound to believe 
are true, becauſe I am ſure, conſidering 
what hath paſſed, it would be a crime to 
think otherwiſe. All poſts in the army, 
all employments at court, and many others 
are, or ought to be, given and reſumed at 
the mere pleaſure of the prince; yet when 
I ſee a great officer broke, a change made 
in the court, or the miniſtry, and this under 
the moſt juſt and gracious princeſs that 
ever reigned, I muſt naturally conclude, 
it is done upon prudent conſiderations, 
and for ſome great demerit in the ſufferers, 
But then, is not the puniſhment ſufficient? 
Is it generous, or charitable, to trample 


ON 
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on the unfortunate, and expoſe their faults 


to the world in the ſtrongeſt colours? 
And would it not ſuit better with magna- 


nimity, as well as common good nature, to 


leave them at quict to their own thoughts 


and repentance? Yes, without queſtion; 
provided it could be fo contrived, that 


their very names, as well as actions, might 


be forgotten for ever: ſuch an act of ob- 
livion would be for the honour of our 
nation, and beget a better opinion of us 


with poſterity; and then I might have 


ſpared the world and myſelf the trouble of 


examining. But at preſent there is a cruel 
dilemma in the caſe; the friends and abet- 


tors of the late miniſtry are every day pub- 


liſhing their praiſes to the world, and caſt- 
ing reflections upon the preſent perſons in 
power. This is ſo bare-faced an aſperſion 
upon the Quzzx, that I know not how 
any good ſubject can with patience en- 
dure it, although he were ever ſo indit- 
terent with regard to the opinions in diſ- 
pute, Shall they, who have loſt all power 
and love of the people, be allowed to ſcat- 
ter their poiſon; and ſhall not thoſe, who 


to 


. = 2 . 
OOO ES ES non 9 tp 2 - 
5 2 2 ts D - 5 22 
. * 3 ETD —_— E * * IT 2 
- - : TY ae * — hy 2 * IR” - - 8 2 6 = 2 — 4s n — — 0 
— 2 2 WS 5 — Pe * ** 5 Co ns * e 2 e —— 2 5 — * * 4 2 EY , 
5 . — ; PP. 2 > — — 3 2 P — — 3 — * wt ey l x0 > * = - N . . * — 2 —_— ———— 1 EY Y * 1 . 1 
: , ”- . 4 oy I — _—— hey —— Ox; 4 ED 6 r n 7 me I ds "x a 1 " 1 win 1 — _ — * — 1 = 5 — * 2 q * * . 6 ve Inn,” „ . — 
- 9 * * IE LD res HE OI boy, 7 r * 7 — £> on nn — — 5 Re 1 4s IRA TOY 8 - * —_— wa. ett — > : ag mo een $4 wy — hal _— * ard, 1 Sane Gor ery Oe EE — TY * — — 4 8 4 
” < 8 - C N 4 89 2 9 82 "= s . 4 WY - l 6 - 2 — n - 8 _ FF 5 
go « . a Y r 2 — 9 n 2 wa 2 ** 13 8 4 4 
COLT CONN egy. n N > . 1 
, - 5 : 1 T * hy — — = e — a 1 
k 2 t A 
. ” 88 1 as 5 
— 6 __—_ 
ACN 


122 THE EXAMINER. N“2zz. 


to bring an antidote? And how can we 


undeceive the deluded remainder, but by 
letting them ſee, that theſe diſcarded ſtateſ- 
men were juſtly laid aſide; and producing 
as many inſtances to prove it as we can? 


not from any perſonal hatred to them, 


but in juſtification to the beſt of queens. 
The many ſcurrilities J have heard and 
read againſt this poor paper of mine, are 


in ſuch a ſtrain, that conſidering the pre- 


ſent ſtate of affairs, they look like a jeſt. 


They uſually run after the following man- 


ner! ; „What! Shall this inſolent writer 
« preſume to cenſure the late miniſtry, 
ce the ableſt, the moſt faithful, and trueſt 
lovers of their country and its conſtitu- 
« tion, that ever ſerved a prince? Shall 


ce he reflect on the beſt houſe of commons, 


c that ever fat within thoſe walls? Hath 
not the queen changed both for a mini- 


« ſtry and parliament of jacobites and high 


« fliers, who are ſelling us to France, and 
«© bringing over the pretender?” This is 
the very ſum and force of all their rea- 
ſonings, and this is their method of com- 


plaining againſt the Examiner. In them it 


18 humble and loyal to reflect upon the 
QUEEN; 
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| Qusrn, and the miniſtry and parhament 
ſhe hath choſen with the univerſal applauſe 
of her people: in 2 it is inſolent to de- 
fend her majeſty and her choice, or to 
anſwer their objections by ſhewing the 
reaſons, why thoſe changes were neceſſary. 
| The ſame ſtyle hath been uſed in the 
late caſe concerning ſome gentlemen in 
the army. Such a clamour was raiſed by a 
ſett of men, who had the boldneſs to tax 
the adminiſtration with cruelty and 1 in- 
juſtice, that I thought it neceſſary to in- 
terfere a little by ſhewing the ill conſe- 
quences, that might ariſe from ſome pro- 
ceedings, although without application to 
particular perſons. And what do they of- 
fer in anſwer? Nothing but a few poor 
common places againſt calummy and in- 
formers; which might have been full as 
Juſt and ſeaſonable in a plot againſt the 
ſacred perſon of the QUEEN. 

But by the way, why are theſe idle 
people ſo indiſcreet to name thoſe w 
| words, which afford occaſion of laying 
open to the world ſuch an infamous ſcene 

of ſubornation and perjury, as well as 
calumny and informing, as J believe, is 

without 
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without example; when a whole cabal at- 
tempted an action, wherein a condemned 
criminal * refuſed to join with them for 
the reward of his life? Not that I diſap- 
prove their ſagacity, who could foretel fo 
long before by what hand they ſhould 
one day fall, and therefore thought any 
means juſtifiable, by which they might 
prevent 1t. „„ e 

But waving this at preſent, it muſt be 


owned in juſtice to the army, that thoſe 


violences did not proceed ſo far among 


them, as ſome have believed; nor ought 


the madneſs of a few to be laid at their 


doors. For the reſt, I am ſo far from de- 


nying the due praiſes to thoſe brave troops, 


who did their part in procuring ſo many 


victories for the allies; that I could wiſh, 


every officer and private ſoldier had their 
full ſhare of honour in proportion to their 


deſerts; being thus far of the Athenians 
mind, who, when it was propoſed that the 
ſtatue of Miltiades ſhould be ſet up alone 
in ſome publick place of the city, ſaid, 


they would agree to it, whenever he con- 


* Greg, 


quered 


Mg EE Pra. ths er IT en EO RE 12” 9 
Gu en a 


2 8 . 2 FA” 7 5 ED 8 1 


pf AA EE 65 ras hes 5 inde ay 6-1 avh . 
* „ 2 2 e N 1 7 
3 ET, SE ITO 50h 22; ut 3 N 


Ne 23. THE EXAMINER, 125 
quered alone, but not before. N either do 
J at all blame the officers of the army 


for preferring in their hearts the late mi- 
niſtry before the preſent; or, if wiſhing 


alone could be of any uſe, for wiſhing 


their continuance, becauſe then they 
might be ſecure of the war's continuance 


too: whereas, ſince affairs have been put 
into other hands, they may perhaps lie 


under ſome apprehenſions of a peace; 
which no army, eſpecially in the courſe 


| of ſucceſs, was ever inclined to; and which 


all wiſe ſtates have in ſuch a juncture 


chiefly endeavoured. This is a point, 


wherein the civil and military politicks 


have always diſagreed: and for that rea- 
ſon J affirmed it neceſſary in all free go- 
vernments, that the latter ſnould be abſo- 
lutely in ſubjection to the former; other- 
| wile one of theſe two inconveniencies muſt 


ariſe, either to be perpetually in war, or 


to turn the civil inſtitution into a mult 


zary. 

Tam ready to allow all, that hath been 
ſaid of the valour and experience of our 
troops, who have fully contributed their 


| Part to the great ſucceſſes abroad; nor is 


it 
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it their fault, that thoſe i important victories 


is their trade and buſineſs: to improve 


of this, whether proceeding from weakneſs 
or corruption, according to the uſual un- 


repreſent our condition in ſuch a light, as 
I believe both parties will allow, though 
perhaps not the conſequences I ſhall 74 


{des all virtues, that can enter into the | 
compoſition of a private perſon, poſſefſeth I 


yet ready to receive the advice of her 
counſellors: of much diſcernment in chuſ- 
ing proper inſtruments, when ſhe follows 


had no better: conſequences at home, 
though it may be their advantage. War 


and cultivate the advantages of ſucceſs, is 
an affair of the cabinet; and the neglect 


certainty of wars may be of the moſt fatal 
conſequence to a nation. For, pray, let me 


duce from it. We have been for above 
nine years bleſt with a QUzzxn, who be- 


every regal quality, that can contribute to 


make a people happy: of great wiſdom, 


her own judgment; and only capable of 
being deceived by that excels of goodnels, 
which makes her judge of others by her- 
ſelf : frugal in her management, in order 
to contribute to the publick, which in 


Pro- 
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proportion ſhe doth, and that voluntarily, 
beyond any of her fabjedts; but from her 
own nature generous and charitable to all, 
who want or deſerve; and, in order to ex- 
erciſe thoſe virtues, denying herſelf all 
entertainments of expence, which many 
others enjoy. Then, it we look abroad, 
at leaſt in Flanders, our arms have been 
crowned with perpetu al ſucceſs in battles 
and ſieges; not to mention ſeveral fortu- 
nate actions in Spain. Theſe facts being 
thus ſtated, which none can deny; it is 
natural to aſk, how we have improved 
ſuch advantages. and to what account they 
have turned? I ſhall uſe no diſcouraging 
terms. When a patient grows daily worſe 
by the tampering of -mountebanks, there 
is nothing left but to call in the beſt phy- 
ſicians, before the caſe grows deſperate. 
But I would aſk, whether France, or any 
other kingdom, pals have made ſo little 
| uſe of ſuch prodigious opportunities ? the 
| fruits whereof could never have fallen to 
the ground without the extremeſt degree 
of folly and corruption; and where thoſe 
have lain, let the world judge. Inſtead of 
aiming at peace, while we had the advan- 


tage 
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tage of the war, which hath been the per- 
petual maxim of all wiſe ſtates, it hath been 
reckoned factious and malignant even to 
expreſs our wiſhes for it; and ſuch a con- 

dition impoſed, as was never offered to 
any prince, who had an inch of ground to 
diſpute; quae enim eff conditio pacis, in qua 
ei, cum quo pacem facias, nibil concedi 0 

It is not obvious to conceive what could 
move men, who ſat at home, and were 
called to conſult upon the good of the 
kingdom, to be ſo utterly averſe from 
putting an end to a long, expenſive war, 
which the victorious, as well as conquer- 
ed ſide, were heartily weary of. Few, or 
none of them, were men of the ſword; 
they had no ſhare in the honour; they 
had made large fortunes, and were at the 
head of all affairs. But they well knew by 
what tenure they held their power ; that 
the queen ſaw ene their deſigns; that 
they had entirely loſt the hearts of the 
clergy; that the landed men were againſt 
them; that they were deteſted by the 
body to people; and that 3 
ak them up But their credit with the 
bank, 
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bank, and other ſtocks, which would be nei- 
ther Frmidable nor neceſſary, when the war 
was atan end. For theſe reaſons they reſol- 
ved to diſappoint all overtures of a peace, 
until they and their party ſhould be fo 


deeply rooted, as to make it impoſſible to 


ſhake them. To this end they began to 


precipitate matters ſo faſt, as in a little time 
muſt have ruined the conſtitution, it the 
crown had not interpoſed, and rather ven- 


tured the accidental effects of their malice, 
than ſuch dreadful conſequences of their 
power. And indeed if the former danger 


had been greater, than ſome hoped or fear- 
ed, I ſee no difficulty in the choice, which 


was the ſame with his, who ſaid, he had 
rather be devoured by wolves than & rats. I 


therefore {till inſiſt, that we cannot wonder 


at, or find fault with, the army for con- 


curring with the miniſtry, which was for 
prolonging the war. The inclination is 


natural in them all; pardonable in thoſe, 


who have not yet 3 their fortunes; 
and as lawful in the reſt, as love of power, 


or love of money, can 1 it. But, as 
natural, as pardonable, and as lad as 


this a e is, when it is not under 


KR check 
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check of the civil power, or when a cor- 


rupt miniſtry joins in giving it too great a 
ſcope, the conſequence can be nothing 


leſs, than infallible ruin and ſlavery to a 
ſtate. 


Aſter 1 had finiſhed this paper, the 


printer ſent me two ſmall pamphlets, 
called The management of the war; 


written with ſome plauſibility, much 


artifice, and abundance of miſre- 


preſentations, as well as direct falſ- 
| hoods in point of fact. Theſe I have 


thought worth examining, which I 


{ſhall accordingly do, when I find an 


opportuni ty. 


NUMBER XXIV. 
TROY; January 18, 1710. 


Parva momenta in [perm metumaue impel- 
lunt animos : 


Ho P Es are natural to moſt men, 


eſpecially to ſanguine complexions ; 
and among the various changes, that hap- 


pen in the courſe of of publick affairs, they 


arc 
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are ſeldom without ſome grounds. Even 
in deſperate caſes, where it is impoſſible 


6 on 


they ſhould have any foundation, they are 

} often affected to keep a countenance, and ; 
make an enemy think we have ſome re- I 
| courle, which they know nothing of. This l 


appears to have been for ſeveral months 
paſt the condition of thoſe people, whom 
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TI am forced, for want of other phraſes, to = 

call the ruined party. They have taken up | 
ſince their fall ſome real, and ſome pre- | 
tended hopes. When the earl of Sander [| 


land was diſcarded, they hoped her ma- 
jeſty would proceed no farther in the 
change of her miniſtry; and had the in- 
ſolence to miſrepreſent her words to fo- 
reign ſtates. They hoped, no body durſt 
adviſe the diſſolution of the parliament. 
When this was done, and farther altera- 
tions made in court, they hoped, and en- 
deavoured to ruin the credit of the nation. 
They likewiſe hoped, that we ſhould have 
ſome terrible loſs abroad, which would 
force us to unravel all, and begin again 
upon their bottom. But, of all their hopes, 
whether real or aſſumed, there is none 
more extraordinary than that, which they 
| K 2 now 
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now would ſeem to place their whole con- 
fidence in: that this great turn of affairs 
was only occaſioned by a ſhort madneſs of 
the people, from which they will recover 
in a little time, when their eyes are open, 
and they grow cool and ſober enough to 
conſider the truth of things, and how 
much they have been deceived, It is not 
improbable, that ſome few of the deepeſt 
ſighted among theſe reaſoners are well 
enough convinced, how vain all ſuch hopes 
mult be: but 55 the reſt, the wiſeſt of 
them ſeem to have been very ill judges of 
the peoples diſpoſitions; the want of which 
knowledge was a principal occaſion to 
haſten their rum; for ſurely, had they 
ſuſpected which way the popular current 
inclined, they never would have run againſt 
it by that zmpeachment. I therefore con- 
clude, they generally are fo blind, as to 
imagine ſome comfort from this fantaſli- = 
cal opinion ; that the people of England 
are at preſent diſtracted, but will ſhortly 
come to their ſenſes again. 

For the ſervice therefore of our adver- 
ſaries and friends I ſhall briefly examine 
this point, by ſhewing what are the cauſes 

and 
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and ſymptoms of a peoples madneſs; and 
how it differs from their natural bent and 
inclination. 


It is Machiadel s obſervation, that the 
people, when left to their own judgment, 


do ſeldom miſtake their true intereſts; 


and indeed they naturally love the con- 
ſtitution, they are born under; never de- 


firing to change, but under great oppreſ- 
ſions. However, they are to be deceived 


by ſeveral means. It hath often happened 


in Greece, and ſometimes in Rome, that 


thoſe very men, who have contributed to 
ſhake oft a former tyranny, have, inftead 
of reſtoring the old conſtitution, deluded 
the people into a worſe and more igno- 
minious ſlavery. Beſides, all great changes 


have the ſame effect upon commonwealths, 


that thunder hath upon liquors, making 
the dregs fly up to the top; the loweſt 
Plebeians riſe to the head of affairs, and 
there preſerve themſelves, by repreſenting 
the nobles and other friends to the old 
government as enemies to the publick. 


The encouraging of new myſteries and 


new deities, with the pretences of farther 


purity in religion, hath likewiſe been a 
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frequent topick to miſlead the people. 


And not to mention more, the promoting 


falſe reports of dangers from abroad hath 


often ſerved to prevent them from fencing 


againſt real dangers at home. By theſe 


and the like arts, in conjunction with a 
great depravity of manners, and a weak 
or corrupt adminiſtration, the madneſs of 


the people hath riſen to ſuch a heighth, 
as to break in pieces the whole as of : 
the beſt inſtituted governments. But how- 


ever ſuch great frenzies, being artificially 


raiſed, area perfect force and conſtraint up- 


on human nature; and under a wiſe ſteddy 
prince will certainly decline of themſelves, 
ſettling like the ſea after a ſtorm; and 
then the true bent and genius of the peo- 
ple will appear. Ancient and modern 
ſtory are full of inſtances to illuſtrate what 
I fay. 

in our own iſland we had a great ex- 
ample of a long madneſs in the people, 
kept up by a thouſand artifices, like in- 


toxicating medicines, until the conſtitu- 


tion was deſtroyed; yet the malignity be- 


ing ſpent, and the humour exhauſted that 


ſerved to foment it, before the uſurpers 
could 
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could fix upon a new ſcheme, the people 
ſuddenly recovered, and Py reſtored 


the old conſtitution. 


From what I have offered, it will be 
eaſy to decide, whether this late change in 


the diſpoſition of the people was a new 


madneſs, or a recovery from an old one. 
Neither do I ſee how it can be proved, 


that ſuch a change had in any circum- | 
ſtance the leaſt ſymptoms of madneſs, 
7 whether my deicription of it be right, or 


no. It is agreed, that the trueſt way of 
judging the diſpoſition of the people in 


the choice of their repreſentatives 1s by 


computing the county elections; and in 


theſe it is manifeſt, that five in fix are 


entirely for the preſent meaſures; al- 
though the court was ſo far from inter- 
poling its credit, that there was no change 


in the admiralty, not above one or two 1n 


the lieutenancy, nor any other methods 


uſed to influence elections. The free, un- 
extorted addreſſes ſent ſome time 8 


from every part of the kingdom plainly 
ſhewed, what ſort of bent the people had 


taken, and from what motives. The 


election of members for this great city, 
K 4 carried, 
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carried, contrary to all conjecture, againſt 
the united intereſt of thoſe two great 
bodies, the Bamb and Eaſt India company, 
was another convincing argument. Be- 
{1des, the whips themſelves have always 
confeſſed, that the bulk of landed men in 
England was generally of tories. So that 
this change mult be allowed to be ac- 
cording to the natural genius and diſpoſi- 
tion of the people; whether it were juſt 
and reaſonable in itſelf, or no, FOI 
_ Notwithſtanding all which, you ſhall 

frequently hear the partiſans of the late men 
in power gravely and deciſively pronounce, 
that the preſent miniſtry cannot poſſibly 
ſtand. Now they who affirm this, if they 
believe themſelves, muſt ground their o- 
pinion upon the iniquity of the 44% being 
fo far eſtabliſhed and deeply rooted, that 
no endeavours of honeſt men will be able 
to reſtore things to their former ſtate. Or 
elſe theſe reaſoners have been ſo miſled 
by twenty years miſmanagement, that they 
have forgot our conſtitution, and talk as 
it our monarchy and revolution began to- 
gether. But the body of the people 1s 
wiſer z and by the choice they have made, | 


ſhew 


N* 24, THE EXAMINER, ws 137 


ſhew they do underſtand our conſtitution 5 


and would bring it back to the old form; 


which if the new miniſters take care to 


maintain, they will and ought to ſtand; 
otherwiſe they may fall like their prede- 
ceſſors. But I ak, we may eaſily foreſee 


what a parliament, freely choſen, without 
threatening or corruption, is likely to do, 


when no man ſhall be in any danger to 
loſe his place by the freedom of his voice. 


But, who are thoſe advancers of this 


opinion „that the preſent miniſtry cannot 
hold? It muſt be either ſuch as are afraid 
to be called to an account, in caſe it ſhould 


hold: or thoſe, who keep offices, from 


which others, better qualified, were re- 


moved, and may reaſonably apprehend 


to be turned out for worthier men to 


come into their places; ſince perhaps it 


will be neceſſary to make ſome changes, 
that the publick buſineſs of the nation 


may go on : or laſtly „ fhock- -jobbers, who 
induſtriouſſy {pread fach reports, that ac- 
tions may fall, and their friends buy to 
advantage. 

Vet theſe hopes, thus feels expreſſed, 
as they are more ſincere, ſo they are more 


ſup- 


k 
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| 
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ſupportable, than when they appear under 
the diſguiſe and pretence of fears. Some 


of theſe gentlemen are employed to ſhake 
their heads in proper companies to doubt 


where all this will end; to be in mighty 


pain ſor the nation; to "Nw how impoſ- 


fible it is, that the publick credit can 
be ſupported; to pray that all may do 
well, in whatever hands; but very much 
to doubt, that the pretender is at the bot- 


tom. I LS not any thing ſo nearely 


reſembling this behaviour, as what I have 
often ſeen among the friends of a ſick man, 
whoſe intereſt it is that he ſhould die. 


The phyſicians proteſt they ſee no danger, 


the {ymptoms are good, the medicines | 


anſwer expectation; yet ſtill they are not 
to be comforted ; they whiſper, he is a 


gone man, it 1s not poſſible he ſhould hold 


out; he hath perfect death in his face; 


they never liked his doctor. At laſt, the 
patient recovers, and their joy is as falſe as 


their grief. 


_ 
1 


xs 


I believe there is no man ſo ſanguine, 


who did not apprehend ſome ill conſe- 


quences from the late change ; though 
not in any proportion to the good ones: 
but 
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but it is manifeſt, the former have proved 
much fewer and lighter than were expect- 


ed, either at home or abroad, by the fears 
of our friends, or the hopes of our enemies. 


Thoſe remedies, that ſtir the humours in 


a diſeaſed body, are at firſt more painful 


than the malady itſelf; yet certain death 
is the conſequence of deferring them too 


long. Actions have fallen, and the loans 


are faid to come in ſlowly. But beſides 
that ſomething of this muſt have been, 


whether there had been any change, or no: 
beſides that the ſurprize of every change, 


tor the better as well as the worſe, 1s apt 
to affect credit for a while; there 1s a far- 
ther reaſon, which 1s plain, and ſcanda- 
| lous. When the late party was at the helm, 
| thoſe, who were called the zories, never 
put their reſentments in balance with the 
ſafety of the nation; but chearfully con- 


tributed to the common cauſe: now the 


ſcene is changed, the fallen party ſeems 
to act from very different motives ; they 
have given the word about ; they will keep 
their money, and be paſſive ; and in this 
point, ſtand upon the ſame foot with pa- 


| priffsand nonjurors. What would have be- 


cOme 
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come of the publick, ifthe preſent great ma- 
jority had acted thus during the late admi- 
niſtration, before the others were maſters of 
that wealth they have ſqueezed out of the 
landed men, and with the ſtrength of which 


they would now hold the kingdom at de- 


flance? 
Thus much I have thought fit to ſay, 


without pointing reflections upon any par- 


ticular perſon, which I have hither to but 


ſparingly done, and that only towards 


thoſe, whoſe characters are too profligate, 


that the managing of them ſhould be of 


any conſequence. Beſides, as it is a talent 


Jam not naturally fond of; ſo, in the 
ſubjects J treat, it is generally needleſs. 


It I diſplay the effects of avarice and am- 


bition, of bribery and corruption, of groſs 
immorality and irreligion; : thoſe, who are 
the leaſt converſant in things, will cafily 
know where to apply them. Not that I 


lay any weight upon the objections of we, 


who charge me with this proceeding : 

is notorious enough, that the writers of Fo 
other ſide were the firſt aggreſſors. Not to 
mention their ſcurrilous libels, many years 


ago, directly levelled at particular perſons; 


how 
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| how many papers do now come out every 


week, full of rude invectives againſt the 
preſent miniſtry, with the firſt and laſt let— 
ters of their names to prevent miſtakes ? 
It is good fometimes to let theſe people ſce, 


that we neither want ſpirit nor materials to 
| retaliate; and therefore, in this point alone, 
I ſhall follow their example, whenever I 


: find myſelf ſufficiently provoked ; only 


with one addition, that whatever charges 


11 bring either general or particular, {hall 
be religiouſly true, founded either upon 


avowed facts, which none can deny, or ſuch 


as I can prove from my own knowledge. 
| Being reſolved publickly to confeſs any 
miſtakes I have been guilty of, I do hereby 


humbly defire the reader's pardon tor one 


of mighty importance, about a fact in one 
of my papers ſaid to be done in the ca- 


| thedral of Ghucefter. A whole Hydra of 


errors, in two words! For, as I am fince 


informed, it was neither in the cathedral, 
nor city, nor county of Glouceſter, but 
| ſome other church of that dioceſe. If I 
had ever met any other objection of equa] 
| weight, although from the meaneſt hands, 
I ſhould certainly have anſwered it. 

N U M- 
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NUMBER XXV. 
Thurſday, January 25, 1710, 


Aunetducl” ruh NN 20 K och ni ve 
25 desi, 5 2 aal vy sx ou ocuv. 


$ 3 quaedam voce collocuti ſunt, gub- 
rum ſumma erat de dominatione bi con- 
firmanaa, ac mmmicis delendis, conſuralio. 


| Ne T many days ago I obſerved a knot 
of diſcontented gentlemen, curſing 
the tories to Hell for their a 
neſs in affirming, that, if the late miniſtry 
had continued to this time, we ſhould 
have had neither church nor monarchy left. 
They are uſually ſo candid, as to call that 
the opinion of the party, which they hear 
in a coffee-houſe, or over a bottle, from 
ſome warm young people, whom it is 
odds but they have provoked to ſay more 
than they believed, by ſome poſitions as 
abſurd and ridiculous of their own. And 
ſo it proved in this very inſtance: for, 
aſking one of theſe gentlemen, what it 
was that provoked thoſe, he had been diſ- 
puting with, to advance ſuch a paradox; 


he 
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he aſſured me in a very calm manner, it 


was nothing in the world, but that him- 
ſelf and ſome others of the company had 
made it appear, that the deſign of the 
preſent parliament, and miniſtry, was to 
| bring in popery, arbitrary power, and the 
| pretender : which I take to be an opinion 
| fifty times more improbable, : as well as more 
uncharitable, than what is charged upon 
the whips: becauſe I defy our adverſaries 
| to produce one ſingle reaſon for ſuſpecting 
ſuch deſigns in the perſons now at the 


helm; whereas I can, upon demand, pro- 


duce twenty to ſhew, that ſome late men 
had ſtrong views towards a commrroealth, 
and the alteration of the church. 


It is natural indeed, when a ſtorm is 


| over, that hath only untiled our houſes and 
blown down ſome of our chimnies, to con- 


| fider what farther miſchiefs might have 
enſued, if it had laſted longer. However, 


in the preſent caſe I am not of the opi- 
nion abovementioned. I believe the church 
and ſtate might have laſted /omewhat longer, 


although the late enemies to both had done 


their worſt. I can hardly conceive, how 


things would have been ſo ſoon ripe for a 
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new revolution. I am convinced, that if 
they had offered to make ſuch large and 
ſudden ſtrides, it muſt have come to blows ; 
and, according to the computation we 
| have-now reaſon to think a right one, 1 
can partly gueſs, what would have been 
the iſſue. Beſides, we are ſure the QukkEx 
would have interpoſed, before they came 
to extremities; and as little as they re- 
carded the regal authority, would have 
been a check in their career. 1 
hut, inſtead of this queſtion, What | 2 

would 3 been the eme if the 
late miniſtry had continued; I will pro- 
poſe another, which will more uſeful 
for us to conſider; and that is, Lat we 
may reaſonably expe&t they will do, if ever 
they come into power again? This, we 
know, is the deſign and endeavour of all 
thoſe ſcribbles, which daily fly about in 
their favour ; of all the falſe, inſolent, and 
ſcandalous libels againſt the preſent adn 
niſtration ; and of all thoſe engines, ſet at 
work to bak the aclions, and blow up the 
publick credit. As for thoſe, who ſhew 
their inclinations by writing, there is one 
conſideration, which I wonder doth not 
ſome- 
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ſometimes affect them: for, how can they 
forbear having a good opinion of the gen- 
tleneſs and innocence of thoſe, who per- 
mit them to employ their pens as they do? 
It puts me in mind of an inſolent, prag- 
matical orator ſomewhere in Sete, Who, 
railing with great freedom at the chief 

men in the ſtate, was anſwered by one, 
who had been very Infirumental in re- 
covering the liberty of the city, that he 
thanked the gods, they had mow arrived to 
the condition he al Ways wiſhed them in, when 
every man in that city might ſecurely /a 7 
what he pleaſed. I wiſh theſe gentlemen 
would however compare the liberty they 
take, with what their maſters uſed to give; 
how many meſſengers and warrants would 
| have gone out againſt any, who durſt have 
= opened their lips, or drawn their pens, 
| againſt the perſons and proceedings of 
their juntos and cabals? How would their 
weekly writers have been calling out for 


proſecution and puniſhment ? We remem- 
ber, when a poor nick-name*, borrowed , 


from an old play of Ben Fohnſon, and 


mentioned in a ſermon without any par- 


* Valpone was a nick- name given to lord treaſurer Godolphin. 


„ ticular 
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ticular application, was made uſe of as a 
motive to ſpur on an impeachment, But 
after all it muſt be confeſt, they had rea- 
ſons to be thus ſevere, which their ſucceſ- 
ſors have not: their faults would never 
endure the light; and to have expoſed them 
ſooner would have raiſed the kingdom a- 
againſt the actors, before the proper time. 

But to come to the ſubject I have now 
5 undertaken, which is, to examine what 
the conſequences would be, upon ſuppo- 
ſition that the i e were now reſtored to 
their 5 1 already imagine the preſent 
free. parliament diſſolved, 1 another of 
a different epithet met by the force of 
money and management. I read imme 
diatcly a dozen or two finging votes a- 
gainſt the proceedings of the late miniſtry. 
The bill * now to be repealed would then 
be re- enacted, and the birth-right of an 
Englijhman 0 again to the value of 
twelve. pence. But to give the reader a 
ſtronger imagination of ſuch a ſcene, let 
me repreſent the deſigns of ſome men, 
lately endeavoured and projected, in the 
form of a paper of votes. 


* A bill for a . naturalization. 


„ Oraered, 
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Cc Ordo. 
© That a bill be brought 3 in \ for repeal- 
ce ing the / icramental teſt. 
A petition of Tindal, Collins, Clendon, 
e Coward, and Toland, in behalf of them- 


« ſelves ad many hundreds of their diſ- 


« ciples, ſome of whom are members of 
this honourable houſe ; deſiring that 
leave may be given to bring in a bill for 
cc qualifying atheiſts, deifts, and /ocimans to 
« ſerve their country in any employment 
« ecclefiaſtical, civil, or military. 

Cc Gael 

« That 3 be given to bring in a bill 
40 according to the prayer of the ſaid pe- 
« tition; and that Mr. Lechmere do pre- 

© pare and bring in the ſame. 
v2 Or ae; ed, 

« That a bill be brought in Kg remov- 
ce ing the education of youth out of the 
Cc hands of the clergy. 

Another to forbid the clergy preach- 
ce ing certain duties in religion; eſpecially 
&« obedience 10 princes, 


* Mr. Lechmere was one of the managers againſt Dr. Sachs 
verel, une ſummed up the evidence. 
8 An- 


= mp 
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« Another to take away the juriſdiction | 
ce of biſhops. 
« Another for conſtituting a general 
45 or life; with inſtructions to the com- 
mittee, that care may be taken to make 
ce the war laſt as long, as the life of the 
« {aid general. Co, 
« A bill of attainder againſt James duke 
of Ormond, Johm duke of Buckingham, 
Laurence i of Rocheſter, ſir Simon 
« Harcourt knight, Robert Harley and 
« illiain SHippen eſquires, Abigail Ma- 
3 ſpinſter, and 3 for high-trea- 
% {on againlt the jurto. 
--- *: Reſobved, 
That Sarah ducheſs of Marlborough 
ec hath been a moſt dutiful, Juſt, and 
„ grateful ſervant to her majeſty. 
“ Reſolved, Z 
That to adviſe the diſſolution of a 
= whis parliament, or the removal of a 
6 whis miniſtry, was in order to bring in 
0 popery and the pretender; and that the 
&« {aid advice was in argen 
0 Reſofved, 
« That by the original compat?, the go- 
80 vernment of this realm is by a fonts and 


«a king, 
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c 4 king, or queen; but the adminiſiration 


«ſolely in the 77770 
« Ordered, 


« That a bill be bro ght in for arther 
cc limiting the prerogative. 
« Ordered, 
„ That it be a ſtanding order of this 
„ houſe, that the merit of elections be not 


determined by the number of voices, 
« or right of electors, but by w eight; and 


82 that one whig ſhall weigh down ten 
cc tories. 
A motion being made, and the que- 
© ftion being put, that when a ig is 
detected of manifeſt bribery, and his 
© competitor, being a ?cy, hath ten to 
© one a majorit y, there {hall be a ne 
« election; it paſſed in the negative. 
10 Reſoloud, 

ce That for a king, or queen, of this realm 
« to read, or examine, a paper brought 
c them to be ſigned by a 17:79 miniſter, 


£ 18 arbitrary ad lle egal, iy a violation 


« of the liberties of the — 


Theſe, and the like refor mations, would 


in all probability be the firſt fruits of th. 
L 3 wh; I's 
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201g reſurreftion; and what ſtructures 
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85 10 able artiſts might in a ſhort time 
build upon ſuch foundations, I leave o- 
thers to conjecture. All hopes of a _ 
cut off; the nation induſtriouſſy involved 


in hither, debts, to a degree that none 


would dare undertake then management of 


affairs, but thoſe whoſe reſt lay in 
ruining the conſtitution. I do not ſee, how 
the wiſeſt prince under ſuch neceſſities 
could be able to extricate himſelf. I hen 
as to the church; the biſhops would by 
degrees be diſmiſſed, firſt from the par- 


liament, next from their revenues, and at 


laſt from their office; and the clergy, in- 


ſtead of their idle clin of 17:deferidency on 


the ſtate, would be forced to depend tor 
their daily bread on every individual. But 


what ſyſtem of future government was de- 
ſigned; whether it were alr cady digeſted, 


or would have been left for time ry in- 


cidents to mature, I ſhall not now examine. 


Only upon this occaſion I cannot help re- 


| flecting on a fact, which it is probable the 


reader —— as well as myſelf. There was 
a picture drawn ſome time ago, repre- 
ſenting five perſons, as large as the life, 

fitting 
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ſitting in council together, like a feiarchy; 
a void ſpace was left for a fixth, which 


was to have been the Quzen, to whom 


they intended that honour : but her ma- 
jelty having ſince fallen under their diſ- 
pleaſure, they have made a ſhift to croud 


in Tuo better friends in her place, which 


makes it a complete beprarchy* y *. This piece 

is now in the country, res ſerved until better 

times; and hangs in a hall among the 
pictures of Cromwell, Bradſhaw, 7 reton, 
and ſome other predeceſſors, 

J muſt now deſire leave to ſay ſome- 


his to a gentleman, who hath been plea- 


ſed to publiſh a diſcourſe againſt a paper 


of mine relating to the convocation. He 


promiſeth to /er me right without any u- 
ue refleclions, or indecent language. I ſup- 
poſe he means, in co! mpariſon with others, 


who pretend to anſwer the Examiner. 80 


far he is right; but if he thinks he hath 


behaved himſelf as becomes a candid an- 


tagoniſt, I believe he is miſtaken. He ſays 


in his title page, my repreſentations are 


unfair, and my reflections unjuſt : and his 


* This heptarchy was the ſer pent with ſeven heads, mention- 


ed in No 21, 22. 4 Q 
L 4 con- 
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concluſion is yet more ſevere; where he 
doubis I and my friends are enraged again} 
zhe dutch, becauſe they preſerved us from 
 popery and arbitrary power at the revolution ; 
and ſince that ime from being over-run by 
the exorbitant power of France, and becom- 
ing a prey to the pretender. Becauſe this 
author ſeems in general to write with an 
honeſt meaning, I would ſeriouſly put to 
him the queſtion, whether he thinks, Tand 
my friends are for popery, arbitrary power, 
France, and the pretender 9 J omit other 
inſtances of ſmaller moment, which how- 
ever do not ſuit in my opinion with due 
refleftion, or decent language. The fact re- 
lating to the convocation came from a good 
hand; and I do not find this author dif- 
fers from me in any material circumſtance 
about it. My reflections were no more, 
than what might be obvious to any other 
gentleman, who had heard of their late 
proceedings. If the notion be right, which 
this author gives us of a lower houſe of 
- convocation; it is a very melancholy one, 
and to me ſeems utterly inconſiſtent with 
that of a body of men, whom he owns to 
have a negative: and therefore, ſince a 
— go a — . 
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great majority of the clergy differs from 
him in ſeveral points he advances, I ſhall 
rather chuſe to be of their opinion than 
his. I fancy, when the whole /ynod met in 
| one houſe, as this writer athrms, they were 
upon a better foot with their biſhops ; and 
therefore, whether this treatment, ſo ex- 


tremely de haut en bas, ſince their exclu- = 


fon be ſuitable to primitive cuſtom or 
primitive humility towards brethren, is 
not my butineſs to enquire. One may al- 
low the divine, or apoſtolick right of e- 
piſcopacy, and its great ſuperiority over 


preſbyters ; and yet diſpute the methods 


of exerciſing the latter, which being of 
human inſtitution are ſubject to ener ach- 
ments and uſurpations. I know, every 


clergyman in a dioceſe hath a great deal of 


| dependence upon his biſhop, and owes 


him canonical obedience: but I was apt 


to think, that when the whole repreſenta- 


tive of the clergy met in a ſynod, they 


were conſidered in another light; at leait 
ſince they are allowed to have a negative. 


It I am miſtaken, I deſire to be excuſed, 


as talking out of my trade ; only there is 


one thing, wherein I entirely differ from 


this 
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this author: ſince in the diſputes about 
privileges one fide 711ft recede; where ſo 
very few privileges remain, it is a hundred 
to one odds, that the encroachments are 
not on the inferior clergy's ſide; and no 
man can blame them for inſiſting on the 
ſmall number, that is left. There is one 
fact, wherein I muſt take occaſion to ſet 
this author right: that the perion *, who 
firſt moved the Quzex to remit the firſt- 
fruits and tenths to the clergy, was an emi- 
nent inſtrument in the late turn of affairs ; 
and as I am told, hath lately prevailed to 
have the fame n granted for the clergy 
of Ireland +. 

But I muſt be eg leave to inform this au- 
thor, that my paper is not intended for the 
management of controverſy; - which would 
be * very little import to moſt readers, 
and only miſpend time, that I would 
gladly employ to better purpoſes. For 
where it is a man's buſineſs to entertain a 
whole room-iull, it is unmannerly to ap- 
ply himſelf to a particular perſon, and turn 


his back upon the reſt of the company. 


* Far! of Oxford, lord treaſurer. 
+ "This was done by the auth or 5 ſolicitation, See his her; 


?0 archbiſhop King, vol. Xll, 5 
NU M. 
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NUMBER XXVI. 
: Thurſday, February 1, 1710. : 


Ea autem eff gloria, laus recte fa&orum, 


mma gnoruimque in rem publica merito- 


rum: quae cm optimi citſuſque, tum 
etiam multitudinis, teſtimonio comprobatur, 
1 AM thinking, what a mighty advan- 


tage it is to be entertained as a writer 


to a ruined cauſe. I remember a fanatick 
| preacher, who was inclined to come into 


the church, and take orders; but upon 


mature thous hts was diverted from that 


deſign, whin he conſidered, that the col- 
lections of the godly were a ae heartier 


and readier penny, than he could get by 


wrangling for tithes. He certainly had 
reaſon; and the two caſes are parallel. If 
you write in defence of a fallen party, you 
are maintained by contribution, as a ne- 


| ceflary perſon : you have little more to do 
than to carp and cavil at thoſe, who hold 


the pen on the other ſide: you are ſure 


to be celebrated and careſſed by all your 


party, to a man: you may affirm and deny 
what | 
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what you pleaſe without truth or proba- 
bility, fince it is but loſs of time to con- 
tradict you. Beſides, commiſeration is often 
on your ſide; and you havea pretence to be 
thoug ht boneff and diſintereſted for adher- 
ing 15 friends in diſtreſs: after Which, if 
your friends ever happen to turn up again, 
you have a ſtrong fund of nerit towards na- 
king your fortune. Then, you never fail to 
be well furniſhed with materials; every on« 
bringing in his quota; and falſhood being 
naturally more plentiful than truth: niet 
to mention the wonderful delight of li- 
belling men in power, and hugging YOUT- 
ſelf in a corner with mighty ſatisfaction 
for what you have done. 
It is quite otherwiſe with us, who en- 
gage as volunteers in the ſervice of a flou- 
riſhing miniſtry, in full credit with the 
QureN, and beloved by the people; be- 
cauſe they have no ſiniſter ends or danger- 
ous deſigns; but purſue with ſteddineſs and 
reſolution the true intereſt of both. Upon 
which account they little want, or deſire, 
our aſſiſtance; and we may write, till the 
world is weary of reading, without having 
our pretences allowed cither to a place, 
Or 
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or a penſion ; beſides, we are refuſed the 


common verefit of the party, to have our 


works cried up of courſe; the readers of 


our own fide being as ungentle, and hard 


to pleaſe, as if we writ againſt them; and 
our papers never make . way in the 


world, but barely in proportion to their 
merit. The deſign of their labours, Who 


write on the conquered ſide, is likewiſe of 


greater 1mportance than owurs : they are 


| like cordials for dying men, which muſt 
| be repeated; whereas ours are, in the Scri- 
| pture phraſe, but near? for babes: at leaſt, 
all I can pretend, is to undeceive the igno- 
rant, and thoſe at a diſtance; but their 
talk is to keep up the {inking ſpirits of a 
whole party. 


After ſuch reflections, I cannot be angry 


with thoſe gentlemen for perpetually writ- 
ing againſt me; it furniſhes them largely 
| with topicks: and is beſides their proper 
| buſineſs: neither is it affecation, or alto- 
gether /corn, that I do not reply. But as 
things are, we both act ſuitable to our ſe- 
veral provinces : mine 1s by laying open 
ſome corruptions in the late management 
to ſet thoſe, who are — right in 

nel 
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their opinions of perſons and things: it is 
theirs to cover with fg-/caves all the faults 

of their friends, as well as they can. When 
I have produced my facts, and offered my 
arguments, I have nothing farther to ad- 
vance; it is their office to deny, and diſ- 
prove; and then let the world decide. If 
J were as zhey, my chief endeavour ſhould 


certainly be to batter down the Examiner; 


therefore I cannot but approve their de- 


ſign. Beſides, they have indeed another 
reaſon for barking inceſſantly at this paper: 
they have in their prints openly taxed a 
moſt ingenious perſon, as author of it; 


one who is in great, and very deſerved, 


reputation with the world both on ac- 


count of his poetical works, and his talents 


for publick buſineſs. They were wiſe e- 


nou * to conſider, what a ſanction it 
e give their performances, to fall un- 
der the animadverſion of ſuch a pen; and 
therefore uſed all the forms of provocation 
commonly practiſed by little obſcure pe- 
dants, who are fond of diſtinguiſhing 
themſelves by the fame of an adverſary. 
SO nice a taſte have theſe judicious cri- 
ticks in pretending to diſcover an author 


lads © . oc OR a 1 
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by his ſtyle, and manner of thinking ! not 
to mention the juſtice and candour of ex- 


hauſting all the ſtale topicks of ſcurrility 


q in reviling a paper, and then flinging at 


a venture the whole load upon one, who 
is entirely innocent; and whoſe greateſt 
| fault perhaps is too much gentleneſs towards 
| a party, from whole leaders he hath re- 
ceived quite contrary treatment. 

The concern I have for the caſe and 


reputation of ſo deſerving a gentleman, 


hath at length forced me much againſt 


my intereſt and inclination to let theſe 


N angry people know, who is 797 the author 
of the Examiner, For I obſerved, the opi- 


nion began to ſpread; and I hafs rather 
to ſacrifice the honour I received by it, 


than let injudicious people entitle him to a 


performance, that perhaps he might have 
reaſon to be aſhamed of: ſtill faithfully 
promiſing never to diſturb thoſe worthy 
advocates; but ſuffer them in quiet to roar 
on at the Examiner, if they or their par- 
ty find any eaſe in it; as phyſicians ſay 
there is to people in torment, ſuch as men 
in tho gout, or women in 1 


How- 
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However, I muſt acknowledge myſelf 
indebted to them for one hint, which J 
ſhall now purſue, although in a different 
manner. Since the fall of 102 late miniſtry 
I have ſeen many papers filled with their 
encomiums; I conceive, in imitation of 
thoſe, who write the lives of famous 
men, where aſter their deaths immediately 
follow their characters. When I ſaw the 
Poor virtues thus dealt at random, I thought 
the diſpoſers had flung their names, like 
_ valentines, intoa hat to be drawn, as fortune 
pleaſed, by the junio and their friends. 
There Craſſus 0 liberality and gratitude; 
Fulvia, humility and gentleneſs; Cloclius, 
piety and juſtice; Gracchus, loyalty to his 
prince; Cinma, love of his country and con- 
ſlitutiom; and To of the reſt. Or, to quit 
this allegory, I have often ſeen of late the 
whole {ett of diſcarded ſtateſmen celebrated 
by their judicious hirelings for thoſe very 
qualities, which their admirers owned they 
chiefly wanted. Did theſe heroes put off 
and lock up their vir:es, when they came 
into employment; and have they now re- 
ſumed them, ſince their diſmiſſions? If 
they wore them, I am ſure it was zander 


their 
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their greatneſs, and without ever once con- 


_ vincing the world of their cu oility or in- 
uence. 


But, why ſhould not the preſent mini- 


ſtry find a pen to praiſe them, as well as 


the laſt? This is what I ſhall now under- | 


take; and it may be more impartial in me, 
fm whom they have deſerved ſo little. 


I have, without being called, ſerved them 
half a year in quality of champion; and, 


3 by help of the Queen, and a majority of 


nine in ten of the kingdom, have been 
able to protect them againſt a routed cabal 


of hated politicians with a dozen of ſcrib- 


lers at their head: yet, ſo far have they 


been from rewarding me ſuitable to my 
deſerts, that to this day they never ſo much 
as ſent to the printer to enquire, who I Was; 
although I have known a time and miniſtry, 
where a perſon of half my merit and con- 


ſideration would have had fifty promiſes; 


and in the mean time, a penfior ſettled on 


| him, whereof the fr quarter ſhould be Ho- 
neſily paid. Therefore my reſentments ſhall 
fo far prevail, that in praiſing thoſe, who 
are now at the head of affairs, I ſhall at 


the lame time take notice of their defects. ; 
M Was 


— PISS — 
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Was any man more eminent in his Pro- 
feſſion than the preſent lord keeper *, or 
more diſtinguithed by his eloquence and 
great abilities in the houſe of commons? and 
will not his enemies allow him to be fully 
equal to the great ſtation he now adotns? 
But then it muſt be granted, that he is 
wholly ignorant in the oats as well 
as practical part of polygamy; he knows 
not how to metamorphoſe a ſober man 
into a /matick; he is no free-thinker in re- 
ligion, nor hath courage to be patron of an 
 atheiſtical book, while he is guardian of 
the Queen's conſtimce, Although after 


all, to ſpeak my private opinion, I cannot 
think theſe ſuch mighty objections to his 


character, as ſome would pretend. 

The perſon + who now preſides at the 
council, is deſcended from a great and 
honourable father, not from the dregs of 
the people; he was at the head of 3 trea- 
ſury for ſome Years, and rather choſe to 
enrich his prince than himſelf. In the 


* Sir Simon e af- Super. e 
terwards lord Harcourt, was + Laurence Hyde, late earl 


made lord keeper upon the of Roche/ter, in the room. of 
N of lord e lord Somers. 


hei ohth . 
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| heighth of favour and credit, he ſacrificed 
the greateſt employment in the kingdom 


to lus conſcience and hozour ; he hath been 


always firm in his loyalty and religion, 


zealous for ſupporting the prerogative of 
the crown, and preſerving the liberties 


of the people. But then his beſt friends 


muſt own, that he is neither deiff nor /oci- 


nian; he hath never converſed with Toland 
to open and enlarge his thoughts, and 
diſpel the prejudices of education; nor 


was he ever able to arrive at that perfection 


of gallantry, to ruin and impriſan the huſ- 


band, in order zo keep the wife without di- 


here 


The preſent rd e * hath been al- 
ways diftinguiſhed for his wit and know- 
ledge ; is of conſummate wiſdom and ex- 
perience in affairs; hath continued con- 
ſtant to the true intereſt of the nation, 


which he eſpouſed from the beginning; 


and is every way qualified to ſupport the 
dignity of his office: but in point of ora- 


tory, muſt give place to his prongs. 


* The duke 07 Buckingham and Hay in the room of 
the n of Devonſbire. 
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Was any man more eminent in his  pro- 
feſſion than the preſent lord heeper , or 
more diſtinguiſhed by his eloquence and 
great abilities in the houſe of commons? and 
will not his enemies allow him to be fully 
equal to the great ſtation he now adorns? 

But then it muſt be granted, that he is 
wholly ignorant in the ee as well 
as practical part of polygamy; he knows 
not how to metamorphoſe a ſober man 
into a /unatick; he is no free-thinker in re- 
ligion, nor hath courage to be patron of an 
atheiſtical book, while he is guardian of 
the QuztN's confeience. Although after 
all, to ſpeak my private opinion, I cannot 
think theſe ſuch mighty objections to his 
character, as ſome would pretend. 
The perſon who now preſides at the 
council, is deſcended from a great and 
honourable father, not from the dregs of 
the people; he was at the head of the trea- 
ſury for ſome years, and rather choſe to 
enrich his prince than himſelf, In the 


 * Sir Simon Harcourt, af- Cowper. 
terwards lord Harcourt, was + Laurence Hyde, late earl 


made lord keeper upon the of Roche/ter, in the room of 
reſignation of lord chancellor lord Somers. 


heighth 
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heighth of favour and credit, he ſacrificed 
the greateſt employment in the kingdom 


to lus Conſcience and Honour; he hath been 


always firm in his loyalty and religion, 


zealous for ſupporting the prerogative ne - 


the crown, and preſerving the liberties 


of the people. But then his beſt friends 


muſt own, that he is neither dei nor /oci- 
nian; he hath never converſed with Toland 
to open and enlarge his thoughts, and 

diſpel the prejudices of education; nor 
was he ever able to arrive at that perfection 
of gallantry, to ruin and unpriſon the huj- 
band, in order to keep the wife without di- 
be. 

The preſent lord feward* hath been al- 
ways diſtinguiſhed for his wit and know- 
ledge ; is of conſummate wiſdom and ex- 
perience in affairs; hath continued con- 
ſtant to the true intereſt of the nation, 


which he eſpouſed from the beginning; 


and is every way qualified to ſupport the 


dignity of his office: but in point of ora- 


tory, muſt give place to his —— 


* The duke of Buckingham and Nieman in the room of 
the duke of Devonſhire, 
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The duke of Shrewſbury* was highly 


inſtrumental in bringing about the revolu- 
tion, in which ſervice he freely expoſed his 
life and fortune. He hath ever been the fa- 


vourite of the nation, being poſſeſſed of all 
the amiable qualities that can accompliſh 
a great man; but in the agrecableneſs and 


fragrancy of his perſon, and the profound- 
neſs of his politicks, mulſt be allowed to 
fall very ſhort of 

Mr. Harley + kad the honour of being 


choſen . ſucceſſively to three par- 
liaments. He was the firſt of late years, 


who ventured to reſtore the forgotten 
cuſtom of treating his PIN cER with duty 
and reſpec ; eaſy and diſengaged in private 


converſation with ſuch a weight of affairs 


upon his ſhoulders; of great learning, and 
as great a ſavounte and protector of it; 
intrepid by nature, as well as by the N 


ouſneſs of his own integrity; and a deſpiſer 


of money; purſuing the true intereſt of 


his PRINCE and country againſt all obſta- 


cles; ; ſagacious to view into the remoteſt 


* Lord chamberlain, i in the quer upon the remoyal of lord 
room of the marquis of Rent. Godolphin. 
+ Chancellor of the exche- 
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conſequences of things, by which all dif- 
ficulties fly before him; a firm friend, and 

a placable enemy; ſacrificing his juſteſt 
9 not only to publick good, 
but to common interceſſion and acknow- 
ledgment. Vet with all theſe virtues, it 
muſt be granted, there is ſome mixture of 
human infirmity. His greateſt admirers 
muſt confeſs his ſkill at cards and dice to 
be very low and ſuperficial; in horſe-racing 
he is utterly ignorant; then to ſave a few 
millions to the publick, he never regards 
how many worthy citigens he hinders from 
making up their plumb. And {ſurely there 
is one thing never to be forgiven him; 
that he delights to have his table filled 
with black coats, whom he uſeth as if they 
were gentlemen. 

My lord Dartmouth is a man of let- 
ters, full of good ſenſe, good nature, and 
honour; of ſtrict virtue and regularity in 
his life; but labours under one great defect, 
that he treats his clerks with more civility 
and good manners, than others in his ſta- 
tion have done the QUEEN, 


22 He ſucceeded the earl of Sunderland as ſecretary of ſtate. 


M 3 Omit- 
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Omitting ſome others, I ſhall cloſe this 
character of the preſent uiniſiry with that 
of Mr. &. John +, who from his youth ap- 
plying thoſe admirable talents of nature 
and improvements of art to publick buſi- 
neſs, grew eminent in court and parlia- 
ment at an age, when the generality of 
mankind 1s employed i in trifles and folly. 
It is to be lamented, that he hath not yet 

_ procured himſelf a Fulp, important counte- 
nance; nor learned that profound part of 
wiſdom, to be difficult of acceſs. Beſides, 
he hath clearly miſtaken the true uſe of 
books, which he hath thumbed, and ſpoiled 
with reading, when he ought to have 
multiplied them on his ſhelves : not like a 
great man of my acquaintance, who knew 
a book by the back better than a friend 
by the face; although he had never con- 


verſed with the former, and often with the 
latter. 


* Secretary of ſtate in the room of Mr. Henry Boyle, 


N UM- 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


dens. e 8, 1710, 


- Caput ef i in 0111111 procuratione negotii et mu- 
mers publici, ut avaritiae pellatur er etigm 


ninima 2 {/picio, 
H E RE is no vice e which Wan 


carries to ſuch wild extremes, as that 
of avarice. Thoſe two, which ſeem to rival 
it in this point, are luſt and ambition: 


but the former is checked by difficulties 


and diſeaſes, deſtroys itſelf by its own pur- 


fuits, and uſually declines with old age; 
and the latter, requiring courage conduct 
and fortune in a high degree, and meeting 
with a thouſand dangers and oppoſitions, 
ſucceeds too ſeldom in an age to fall under 


common obſervation. Or, avarice is per- 
haps the fame paſſion with ambition; on- 


ly placed in more ignoble and daſtardly 
minds, by which the object is changed 


from power to money. Or it may be that 


one man purſues power in order to wealth ; 
and another wealth in order to power ; 


Wk laſt is the ſafer way, although longer 


M 4 about; 


En 
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about; and, ſuiting with every period, as well 
as condition of life, i moregenerallyfollowed. 

However it be, the extremes of this 
paſſion are certainly more frequent than 
of any other; and often to a degree ſo ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous, that if it were not for 

their frequency, they could hardly obtain 
belief. The /age, which carries other fol- 
lies and vices beyond nature and probabi- 
lity, falls very ſhort in the repreſentations 
of avarice; nor are there any extravagan- 
cies in this kind deſcribed by ancient or 
modern comedies, which are not out- done 
by an hundred inſtances, commonly told 
among ourlſelyes, 

I am ready to conclude from hence, 
that a vice, which keeps ſo firm a hold 
upon human nature, and governs it with 
o unlimited a ty ranny, ſince it cannot 
wholly be eradicated, ought at leaſt to be 
confined to particular objects; to thrift 
and penury, to private fraud and extortion, 

and never ſuffered to prey upon the pub- 
lick; and ſhould certainly be rejected as 
the moſt unqualifying circumſtance for 
any employment, where bribery and cor- 

ru ption can poſſibly enter. | . 
I 
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If the miſchiefs of this vice in a publick 
ſtation were confined to enriching only 
thoſe particular perſons employed, the evil 
would be more ſupportable: but it is 
uſually quite otherwiſe. When a ſteward 
defrauds his /ord, he muſt connive at the 
reſt of the ſervants, while they are follow- 
ing the ſame practice in their ſeveral ſpheres: 
fo that in ſome families you may obſerve 
a ſubornation of knaves in a link down- 
wards to the very helper in the ſtables, all 
cheating by concert, and with im punity. 
And even if this were all, perhaps the ma- 
ſter could bear it without being undone z 
but it ſo happens, that for every ſhilling 
the ſervant gets by his iniquity, the maſter 
loleth twenty; the perquiſites of ſervants 
being but {ſmall compoſitions tor ſuffering 
ſhopkeepers to bring in what bills they 
pleaſe. It is exactly the ſame thing in a 
ſtate: an avaricious man in office is in 
confederacy with the whole clan of his 
diſtrict, or dependence; which in modern 
terms of art is called 20 live and let live; 
and yet heir gains are the ſmalleſt part of 
the publick's loſs. Give a guinea to a 
knaviſh Jang-waiter, and he ſhall connive 
at 
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at the merchant for cheating the Quzzx 
of an hundred. A brewer gives a bribe to 
have the privilege of ſelling drink to the 
navy; but the fraud is an hundred times 
greater than the bribe, and the publick 18 
at the whole loſs. 

Moraliſts make two kinds of avarice: 
that of Cataline, alieni appetens, ſui profuſus ; 
and the other more generally underſtood 
by that name, which is the endleſs deſire 
of hoarding. But I take the former to 
be more dangerous in a ſtate, becauſe it 
mingles with ambition, which I think the 
latter cannot; for although the ſame breaſt 
may be capable of admitting both, it is 
not able to cultivate them; and where 
the love of heaping wealth prevails, there 
is not in my opinion much to be appre- 
hended from ambition. The difgrace of 
that ſordid vice is ſooner apt to fpread than 
any other; and is always attended with the 
hatred and ſcorn of the people: fo that 
whenever thoſe two paſhons happen to 
meet in the ſame ſubject, it is not unlikely 
that providence hath placed avarice to be 
a check upon ambition; and I have reafon 
to think, ſame great miniſters 4 Hate have 


been of my opinion, 


The 
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The divine authority of holy writ, the 
precepts of philoſophers, the hikes and 
ridicule of ſatyrical poets, have been all 
employed in exploding this inſatiable thirſt 
of money; and all equally controuled by. 
the daily practice of mankind. Nothing 
new remains to be ſaid upon the occaſion; 
and if there did, I muſt remember my 
character, that I am an Examiner only, 
and not a Reformer. TY 

However, in thoſe caſes where the 
frailties of particular men do nearly affect 
the publick welfare, ſuch as a prime miniſter | 
of ſtate, or a great general of an army; 
methinks there . ſhould be ſome expedient 
contrived to let them know impartially, 
what is the world's opinion in the point. 
Encompaſſed with a crowd of depending 
flatterers, they are many degrees blinder 
to their own faults, than the common in- 
firmities of human nature can plead in 
their excuſe. Advice dares not to be of- 
fered, or is wholly loſt, or returned with 
hatred; and whatever appears in publick 
againſt their prevailing vice, goes. for no- 

; being either not applied, or paſſing 
only "for libel and ſlander proceeding from 
the malice and envy of party, 


I have 
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I have ſometimes thought, that if I had. 


lived at Rome in the time of the firſt 2ri- 
urmvirate, I ſhould have been tempted to 
write a letter, as from an unknown hand, 
to thoſe three great men, who had then 


uſurped the ſovereign power; wherein I 


would freely and fincerely tell each of 
them that faultwhich I conceived was moſt 


odious, and of worſt conſequence to the 


commonwealth. That to Craſſus ſhould 


have been ſent to him after his conqueſts i in 


Meſo eſo potamia, and in the following terms, 


« To Marcus Craſſus, health. 


Tr you apply, as you ought, what I 
© now write, you will be more obliged 
© to me than to all the world, hardly ex- 


< cepting your parents, or your country. 


« T intend to tell you without diſguiſe or 


4 prejudice the opinion, which the world 


« hath entertained of you; and to let you 


« ſee, I write this without any fort of ill 
ce will, you ſhall firft hear the ſentiments 


= they have to your advantage. No man 


5 diſputes the gracefulneſs of your perſon; 


* you are allowed to have a . and 


clear 
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« clear underſtanding, cultivated by the 
« knowledge of men and manners, al- 
though not by literature; you are no ill 
« orator in the ſenate ; you are ſaid to ex- 
« cel in the art of bridling and ſubduing 
yo E og anger, and ſtifling or concealing 

« your reſentments; you have been a moſt 
« ſucceſsful neneral, of long experience, 
great conduct, and much perſonal cou- 
rage; you its gained many important 
« yi&ories for the commonwealth, and 
« forced the ſtrongeſt towns in Me/opo- 
« zamia to ſurrender, for which frequent 
« fupphcations have been decreed by the 
« ſenate. Yet with all theſe qualities, and 
| © this merit, give me leave to ſay, you are 
neither beloved by the Patricians nor 
% Plebeiams at home, nor by the officers 
« or private ſoldiers of your own army 
“abroad. And do you know, Craſſus, 
« that this is owing to a fault, of which 

* you may cure yourſelf by one minute's 
reflection? What ſhall I ſay? You are 
the richeſt perſon in the commonwealth; 

you have no male child; your daughters 
are all married to wealthy Patricians ; 

«you are far in the decline of life, and 
3 oo yet 


CC 


= 
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« yet you are dceply ſtained with that o- 
© dious and ignoble vice of coveroufre/s. 
© Tt is affirmed, that you deſcend even to 
ce the meaneſt and moſt ſcandalous de- 
« orees of it; and while you poſſeſs fo 
© many millions, while you are daily ac- 
ce quiring ſo many more, you are ſolicitous 
how to fave a ſingle /e/erce; of which 
© an hundred ignominious inſtances K 
© produced, and in all mens mouths. 
« will only mention that paſſage of he 
ce byſtins*, which after abundance of per- 
e ſuaſion, you would hardly ſuffer to be 
cut from your legs, when they were ſo 
wet and cold, that to have kept them 
on would has: endangered your life. 
< Inſtead of uſing the common argu- 
ments to diſſuade you from this weak- 
ec neſs, I will endeavour to convince you, 
that you are really guilty of it; and leave 
the cure to your own good laſs Forper- 
© haps you are not yet perſuaded that this 
ce is your crime; you have probably never 
yet been reproached for it to your face; 
and what you are now told comes from 


La) 
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0 
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0 
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* Wet ſtockings, . 
one 
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« one unknown, and it may be from an 
c enemy. You will allow yourſelf indeed 
„ to be prudent in the management of 
your fortune; you are not a . prodig al, 
like Clodius, or Cataline; but ſurely that 
« deſerves not the name of avarice. I will 
inform you how to be convinced. Diſ- 
guiſe your perion, go among the com- 
« mon people in Rome, introduce diſ- 
« courſes about yourſelf, enquire your OWN 
character: do the ſame in your camp; 
« walk about it in the evening, hearken 
| © at every tent; and if you do not hear 
Ws every mouth cenfuring; lamenting, curſ- 
« ing this vice in you, and even you for 
« this vice, conclude yourſelf innocent. 
If you be not yet perſuaded, ſend for 
« Atticus, Servins Sulpicius, Cato, or Bru- 
« tus; they are all your friends conjure 
« them to tell you ingenuouſly, which is 
your great fault, and which chey would 
&* chiefly with you to correct; if they do 
« not agree in their verdict, in the nam? of 
« all the gods, you are acquitted. | 
„When your adverſaries reflect — 
8 far you are gone in this vice, they are 
e. tempted to talk as if we owed our ſuc- 
fd. '* ceſſes not to your courage or conduct, 


« but 
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cc hut to thoſe veteran troops you com- 
© mand; who are "able to conquer under 


ec any ee with ſo many brave and 
ec experienced officers to lead them. Be- 
* ſides, we know the conſequences your 


cc ayarice hath often occaſioned. The 


cc ſoldier hath been ſtarving for bread, 


c ſyrrounded with plenty, and in an ene- 


© my's country; but all under ſafeguards 


ec and contributions; which, if you had 


&« ſometimes pleaſed to have exchanged 


© for proviſions, might, at the expence of 


« a few talents in a campaign, have ſo 


ce endeared you to the army, that they 


ec would have deſired you to lead them to 


cc the utmoſt limits of Aſia. But you 
rather choſe to confine your conqueſts 


ce within the fruitful country of Meſopo- 
ce ramia, where plenty of money might 
« be raiſed. How far that fatal greedineſs 


ce of gold may have influenced you in 
breaking oft the treaty with the old 


cc ee king Orodes, you beſt can tell; 
ce your enemies charge you with it; your 
« friends offer nothing material in your 
« defence; and all agree, there is nothing 
« ſo per nicious, which the extremes of a- 
« varice may not be able to inſpire. 


«© 'The 
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« The moment you quit this vice, you 
&« will be a truly great man; and ſtill there 


« will imperfections enough remain to con- 
« yince us, you are not a god. Farewel.“ 


Perhaps a letter of this nature, ſent to 


ſo reaſonable a man as Craſſus, might 
| have put him upon examining into him- 
| ſelf, and correcting that little ſordid ap- 
petite ſo utterly inconſiſtent with all pre- 
tences to Hheroiſm. A youth in the heat of 


blood may plead with ſome ſhew of rea- 


ſon, that he is not able to ſubdue his luſts. 


An ambitious man may uſe the ſame ar- 


guments for his loye of power; or perhaps 


other arguments to juſtify it. But excels 


of avarice hath neither of theſe pleas to 
offer; it is not to be juſtified, and cannot 


pretend temptation be exculc. Whence 
can the temptation come? Reaſon diſ- 
claims it altogether; and it cannot be ſaid 


to lodge in the god, or the animal ſpirits. 


So that I conclude, 220 nam of true valour, 
and true wnderfianding, upon whom this 
vice bath flalen unawares, when be is con- 


vinced he is guilty, will fr Her it to remain 
za bis breaſt an hour. 


2 e Long Deere th 2 
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| NUMBER XXVII. 
Thurſday, February 15, 1710, 

Inultus ut tu riſeris Cotyttia ? 
An anſwer zo the letter to the Examiner. 


SIR, London, Feb. 15. I7IO-IL, | 


L THO UGH I have wanted leifure 

to acknowledge the honour of a 
letter, you was pleaſed to write to me a- 
bout ſix months ago; yet I have been very 


careful in obeying ſome of your com- 


mands, and am going on as faſt as I can 


with the reſt. I wiſh you had thought fit 


to have conveyed them to me by a more 


private hand than that of the printing- 
houſe : for, although I was pleaſed with a 


pattern of ſtyle and ſpirit, which I pro- 


poſed to imitate, yet I was ſorry the world 
ſhould be a witneſs how far J fell ſhort in 
both; 

I am afraid you did not conſider, * 
an abundance of work you have cut out 
for me; neither am I at all comforted by 
the promiſe you are {o kind to make, that 
| when 
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when I have performed my taſk, D —- n 
| ſhall bluſh in his grave among the dead, 
Walpole among the living, and even Volpone 
| ſhall feel fone remorſe. How the gentleman 
in his grave may have kept his counte- 
nance, I cannot inform you, having no 
acquaintance at all with the ſexton : but 
| for the other tuo, I take leave to aſſure you, 
| there have not yet appeared the leaſt ſigns 
of bluſhing or remorſe in either, although 
| ſome very good opportunities have offered, 
it they had thought fit to accept them : 
ſo that with your permiſſion, I had rather 
| engage to continue this work until zhey be 
in their graves too; which I am ſure will 
happen much ſooner than the other. 
You defire I would collect one of thoſe 
indignities offered laſt year to her majeſty. 
I am ready to oblige you; and have got 
a pretty tolerable collection by me, which 
I am in doubt whether to publiſh by itſelf 
ina /arge volume in folio, or ſcatter them 
here and there occaſionally in my papers. 
Although indeed I am ſometimes thinking 
to ſtifle them altogether ; ; becauſe ſuch a 
hiſtory will be apt to give foreigners a 
monſtrous opinion of our country. But 
N 2 fince 
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ſince it is your abſolute opinion, that the 


world ſhould be informed; I will with the 


firſt occaſion pick out a few choice inſtances, 
and let them take their chance in the enſu- 
ing papers. I have likewiſe in my cabinet, 


certain quires of paper filled with facts of F 
corruption, miſmanagement, cowardice, 


treachery, avarice, ambition, and the like; 


with an alphabetical table, to ſave trouble. 


And perhaps you will not wonder at the 
care I take to be ſo well provided, when 


you conſider the vaſt expence I am at. 
I feed week ly two or three wit-flarved 


writers, who have no other viſible ſup- 
_ beſides ſeveral others, who live upon 

y offals. In ſhort, I am like a nurſe, 
Ms ſuckles twins at one time; and hath 
beſides ne or two whelps conſtantly to 


draw her breaſts. 


I muſt needs confeſs (and it is with 
grief I ſpeak it) that I have been the in- 


nocent cauſe of a great circulation of dul- 


neſs: at the ſame time I have often won- 
dered, how it hath come to pals, that theſe 
Malts people after poring ſo con- 


ſtantly upon the Examiner, a paper writ 


with plain ſenſe and in a tolerable ſtyle, 


have 
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have made ſo little improvement. Jam 
ſure it would have fallen out quite other- 
wiſe with me: for by what I have ſeen of 
their performances (and I am credibly 1 in- 
formed, they are all of a piece) if I had 
peruſed them until now, I ſhould have 
been fit for little, but to make an advocate 
in the ſame cauſe. 
You, fir, perhaps will wonder,. as moſt 
| others do, what end theſe angry folks pro- 
| poſe in writing perpetually againſt the 
Examiner : it is not to beget a better 
opinion of the late miniſtry, « or with any 
hope to convince the world, that I am in 
the wrong in any one fact I relate; they 
know all that to be loſt labour, * yet 
their deſign is important enough: they 
would fain provoke me, by all ſorts of 
methods within the length of their ca- 
pacity, to anſwer their papers; which 
would render mine wholly uſeleſs. to the 
publick : for if it once came to rejoinder 
and reply, we ſhould be all upon a level; 
and then their work would be done. 
There is one gentleman * indeed, who 
hath written three {mall pamphlets upon 


Dr. Hare, afterwards biſhop of Chicheſter. 
N 3 the 
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the znanagement of the war, and the treaty 
of peace. Theſe I had intended to have 
beſtowed a paper in examming ; and could 
eaſily have made it appear, that whatever 
he fays of truth, relates not at all to the 
evils we complain of, or controuls one 
fſyllable of what I have ever advanced. 
No body that I know of, did ever diſpute 

the duke of Morliborough's courage, con- 

duct, or ſucceſs; they have been always 
unqueſtionable, and will continue to be ſo 
in ſpight of the malice of his enemies, or, 
which 1s yet more, the weakneſs of his 
advocates, The nation only wiſhes to ſee 
him taken out of ill hands, and put into 
better, But what is all this to the conduct 
of the late miniſtry, the ſhameful miſ- 
managements in Spain, or the wrong ſteps 
in the treaty of peace; the ſecret of which 
will not bear the light, and is conſequent- 
ly, by this author very poorly defended? 
Theſe, and many other things, I would 
have ſhewn ; but upon ſecond thoughts, de- 
termined to have it done in a diſcourſe by 
itſelf, rather than take up raom here, and 
break into the deſign of this paper, from 
_ whence I have reſolved to baniſh contro- 


verſy 
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verſy as much as poſlible. But the poſt- 
ſcript to his third pamphlet was 8 
to diſguſt me from having any dealings : at 
all with {uch a writer; unlef that part was 
left to ſome footman he hath picked up 
among the boys who follow the camp, 
whoſe character it would ſuit much better 
than that of the ſuppoſed author: at leaſt, 
the foul language, the idle, impotent me- 
naces, and the groſs perverting of an in- 
nocent expreſſion in the fourth Examiner, 
Joined to that reſpect I {hall ever have for 
the function of a divine, would incline me 
to believe fo. But when he turns off his 
footman, and diſclaims that poſtſcript, I 
will tear it out, and fee how far the reſt 
deſerves to be confidered. 7 
ut fir, I labour under a much greater 
difficulty, upon which I ſhould be glad to 
hear your advice. I am worried on one 
ſide by the whigs for being too /evere; 
and by the zorzes on the other for being 
too gentle. I have tormerly hinted a com- 
plaint of this; but having lately received 
two peculiar letters, among many others, 
] thought nothing could better repreſent 
my condition, or the opinion which the 


N 4 warm 
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warm men of both ſides have of my con- 
duct, than to ſend you a tranſcript of each. 
The former is exactly in theſe words: 


© To the Examiner. 
 « Mr, EXAMINER, 


« BY your continual reflecting up- 
on the conduct of the late miniſtry, 
ce and by your encomiums on the preſent, 
« it is as clear as the fun at noon-day, that 
you are a je/uit, or nonjuror, employed 
<« by the friends of the pretender to en- 
c deavour to introduce popery and ſlavery 
and arbitrary power, and to infringe the 
& ſacred act for toleration of diſſenters. Now 
« fr, ſince he moſt ingenious authors, who 
< write weekly againſt you, are not able 
© to teach you better manners, I would 
have you to know, that thoſe great and 
© excellent men, as low as you think them 
cc at preſent, do not want friends that will 
« take the firſt proper occaſion to cut your 
“throat, as all ſuch enemies to modera- 
© tion ought to be ſerved. It is well you 
ce have cleared another perſon from being 
60 author of your curſed libels; although, 
BN 4 m 
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dm me, perhaps after all, that may 
© be a hamborzle too. However, I hope 
« we ſhall ſoon ferret you out. Therefore 
« ] adviſe you as a friend to let fall your 
« pen, and retire betimes ; for our patience 
ce is now at an end. It is enough to loſe 
ce our power and employments, without 
« ſetting the whole nation againſt us. 
“ Conſider, three years is the life of a 
| © party; d—m me, every dog hath his day, 
| © and it will be our turn next: therefore 
e take warning, and learn to ſeep ma 

« whole ſkin; or, whenever we are upper- 


$ moſt, by G—d you {hall find no mer- 
CC cy.“ | 
The other letter was in the following 
terms: : 


e To the Examiner. 


«$SIR, 
&« I am a country member, and conſtant- 
“ly ſend a dozen of your papers down to 
my electors. I have read them all, but 
* I confeſs, not with the ſatisfaction I ex- 


2 Nn It is plain you know a great 
« deal. 
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deal more than you write: why will you 
cc not let us have it all out ? We are told, 
« that the QukEN hath been a long time 
treated with inſolence by thoſe, ſhe. 
e hath moſt obliged. Pray fir, let us have 
« few good ſtories upon that head. We 
© have been cheated of ſeveral millions; 
« why will not you {et a mark on the 
© knaves who are guilty, and ſhew us 
c what ways they took to rob the publick 
« atſuch a rate? Inform us, how we came 
« to be diſappointed of peace about two 
years ago. In ſhort, turn the whole 


"ut 


* myſtery of iniquity inſide out, that e- 
© very body may have a view 5 it. But 
above all explain to us, what was the 
bottom of that ſame 7peachment : T am 
<« ſure I never liked it; for at that very 
time a diſſenting preacher i in our neigh- 


bourhood came often to ſee our parſon ; 


< it could be for no good, for he would 
cc walk about the barns and the ſtables, 
ce and deſired to look into the church, as 
© who ſhould ſay, Theſe will ſhortly be mine: 
© and we all believed, he was then con- 
Atriving ſome Alterations, againſt he got 
ijnto poſſeſſion, And I {hall never forget 
that 


cc 


cc 
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ce that a hig juſtice offered me then very 
„ high for my biſhop s leaſe. I muſt be 
« ſo bold to tell you, fir, that you are too 

c favourable: Tam fare there was no living 
s in quiet for us, while they were in the 

„ ſaddle. I was turned out of the commiſ- 
* ſion, and called a jacobite, although it 
<« colt me a thouſand pounds in joining 
< with the prince of Orange at the revo- 
c ſation. The diſcoveries I would have you 
make, are of ſome facts, for which they 
«© ought to be hanged; not that I value 
& their heads, but I would ſee them ex- 
00 poſed, which may be done upon the 
© ατονο e as well as upon a pole. 
etc : 


| Thee, fir, are the ſentiments of a whole 
party on one fide, and of conſiderable 
numbers on the other : however, taking 
the nedium between theſe extremes, I think 
to go on as I have hitherto done, although 
I am ſenſible my paper would be more 
popular, if I did not lean too much to the 
favourable fide. For nothing delights the 
people more, than to ſee their oppreſſors 
— and all their actions ny 
WI 
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with proper colours, ſet out in open view, 
eæxaclos zyramnos denſum humeris bivit aure 
oulgus. 

But as for the whigs, I am in ſome 
doubt, whether this mighty concern, they 
ſhew for the honour of the late miniſtry, 


may not be affected; at leaſt whether 


their maſters will thank them for their 
zeal in ſuch a cauſe. It is, I think, a 
known ſtory of a gentleman, who fought 
another for calling him / of a whore; 
that the lady defired her fon to make 
no more quarrels u pon that ſubject, be- 
_ cauſe it was true, For pray, ſir, doth it not 
look like a jeſt, that ſuch a pernicious 
crew, after draining our wealth, and diſ- 
covering the moſt "deftruftive deſigns a- 
gainſt our church and: ſtate, inſtead of 
thanking fortune that they are got off ſafe 
m airs perſons and plunder, ſhould hire 
theſe bullies of the pen, to defend their 
reputations? 1 er I thought it the 
hardeſt caſe in the world, when a poor 
i of mine having fallen in a- 

ng ſharpers, where he Joſt all his mo- 
— * then complaining he was cheated, 
got a good beating into. the bargain for 


Mering 
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offering ; t0 a 72 gentlemen. I believe the 
only reaſon, why theſe purloiners of the 
publick cauſe ſuch a clutter to be made 
about their reputations, is to prevent in- 
quiſitions that might tend towards making 
| them refund: like thoſe women they call 
ſhop-lifters, who, when they are challenged 
for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and affronted for fear of being ſearched. 

I will diſmiſs you, fir, when I have 
taken notice of one particular, Perhaps 
you may have obſerved in the tolerated 
factious papers of the week, that the earl 
of Rocheſter is frequently reflected on for 
having been ecc/efraftical commiſſioner, and 
bord treaſurer, in the reign of the late king 
James. The fact is true; and it will not 
be denied, to his immortal honour, that 
becauſe he could not comply with the 
meaſures then taking, he reſigned both 
thoſe employments; of which the latter 
was immediately ſupplied by a commiſſion, 


compoſed of two popiſh lords, and the 
preſent. carl of Godolphin, 


N U M- 
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NUMBER XXIX. 
* hurſday, February 22, Sos 


Laus ſumma i in fortunae bois, non extuliſſe 


fe in Foteſtare, non fuiſſe inſolentem in 


pecunia, non ſe practuliſſe aliis propter 
abundantiam fortune. 


T A M cations to myſelf, that 1 write 
this paper with no other intention but 
that of doing good. I never received in- 
jury from the late miniſtry; nor advantage 
from the preſent, farther than in common 
with every good ſubject. There were a- 
mong the former one or two, who muſt 
be allowed to have poſſeſſed very valuable 
qualities; but proceeding by a ſyſtem of 


politicks which our conſtitution could not 


ſuffer, and diſcovering a contempt of all 
religion, eſpecially of that which hath been 
ſo happily eftabliſhed among us ever ſince 
the reformation ; they ſeem to have been 
juſtly ſuſpected 0 no very good inclina- 
tions to either. 
It is poſſible, that a man may ſpecula- 

tively prefer the conſtitution of another 

coun- 
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country, or an LViopia of his own, before 
that of the nation where he is born and 
lives; yet, from conſidering the dangers 
of innovation, the corruptions of mankind, 
and the frequent impoſſibility of reducing 
ideas to practice, he may join heartily in 
| preſerving the preſent order of things, and 
be a true friend to the government al- 
| ready ſettled. So in religion, a man may 
| perhaps have little or none of it at heart; 
pet if he conceals his opinions, if he en- 
| deavours to make no proſelytes, advances 
no impious tenets in writing or diſcourſe; 
if according to the common atheiſtical 
notion, he believes religion to be only a 
contrivance of politicians for keeping the 
vulgar 1 in awe; and that the preſent model 
is better adjuſted than any other to fo 
uſeful an end ; although the condition of 
ſuch a man, as to his own future ſtate, 
be very deplorable ; yet providence, which 
often works good out of evil, can make 
even ſuch a man an inſtrument for con- 
tributing towards the preſervation of the 
church. = 

On the other fide: 11 taks a ſtate to 5 
ah in danger, both as to its religion and 
bl} -- - govern- 
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government, when a ſett of ambitious po- 
liticians, bred up in a hatred to the con- 
ſtitution, and a contempt for all religion, 
are forced upon exerting theſe qualities in 
order to keep or increaſe their power, by 
widening their bottom, and taking in (like 
Ma bomet 7 ſome principles from every par- 
ty, that is in any way diſcontented at the 
preſent faith and ſettlement; which was 
manifeſtly our caſe. Upon this occaſion, 
IJ remember to have aſked ſome conſidera- 
ble whige, whether it did not bring a diſ- 
reputation upon their body, to have the 
hole herd of preſbyterians, independents, 
atheiſts, anabaptiſts, deifts, quakers, and 
ſocinians openly and univerſally lifted un- 
der their banners? They anſwered, that 
all this was abſolutely neceſſary in order 
to make a balance againſt the. zorzes; and 
all little enough: for indeed, it was as 
much as they could poſſibly do. although Iſl: 
aſſiſted with the abſolute power of diſpo- il | 
{ing every employment; while the bulk of 
the engliſh gentry kept firm to their old 
principles in church and ſtate. | 0 
But notwithſtanding what I have hi- I 
therto faid, I am informed, ſeveral among ! 
the 
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the whigs continue ſtill fo refractory, that 
they will hardly allow the heads of their 


party to have entertained any deſigns of 
ruining the conſtitution; or that they 


| would have endeavoured it, if they had 


| continued in power. I beg their nk, 
| if I have diſcovered a ſecret ; but who 


| could imagine they ever . it ſhould 
| be one after thoſe tt ac, with which 
they thought fit to conclude their farce 2 
| But perhaps they om find it convenient 
| to deny vigorouſly; that the queſtion may 


remain, why was the old miniſtry changed, 
| which they urge on without cealing, as 
if no occaſion in the leaſt had been given; 


but that all were owin g to the infinuations 


| of craity men, practiſing upon the weak- 


neſs of an eaſy prince: J ſhall therefore 5 


offer among an hundred one reaſon for 


this change, which I think would juſtify 


any monarch, who ever reigned, for the 


ls proceeding, | 

It is notorious enough, "TH hi ghly 
princes have been blamed in the hiſtories 
of all countries, particularly of our own, 
upon the account of their inions, who 


have been ever juſtly odious to the people 


for 
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for their inſolence and avarice, and engroſ- 
fing the favours of their maſters. Whoever 
hath been the leaſt converſant in the eng- 
lifþ ſtory, cannot but have heard of Gaveſ- 
zon, the Spencers, and ſome others; who 
by the exceſs and abuſe of their power 
colt the princes they ſerved, or rather go- iſ 


verned, their crowns and eos, However, 


in the caſe of ninions, it mult at leaſt be 
acknowledged, that the prince is pleaſed 
and happy, although his ſubjects be ag- 
grieved ; and he has the plea of friendſhip 
to excuſe him, which is a diſpoſition of 
generous minds. Beſides, a wile zuinion, 
although he be haughty to others, is hum- 
ble and inſinuating to his maſter, and cul- 
tivates his favour by obedience and re- 
ſpect. But our misfortune hath been a 
great deal worſe; we have ſuffered for 
ſome years under the oppreſſion, the ava- 
rice, and inſolence of thoſe, for whom the 
QUEEN had neither eſteem nor friendſhip ; 

who rather ſeemed to ſnatch their own 
dues, than receive the favour of their ſo- 
vereign; and were ſo far from returning 
reſpect, that they forgot common good 
manners. They unpaled on their prince, 


by 
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by urging the neceſſity of affairs of their 
own creating: they firſt raiſed difficulties, 
and then offered them as arguments to 
keep themſelves in power. They united 
themſelves, againſt nature and principle, 
to a party they had always abhorred, and 
which was now content to come in upon 
any terms, leaving them and their crea- 
| tures in full poſſeſſion of the court: then 

| the y urged the formidable ſtrength of that 
E PE and the dangers which muſt follow 
| by diſobliging it. So that it ſeems almoſt 
0 Peng, how a 8 80 s thus beſieged 
on all ſides could alane have courage and 
prudence enough to extricate herſelf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiſtory 
relating to this matter, which well deferv- 
eth to be conſidered. When her majeſty 
came to the crown, ſhe took into favour 
and employment ſeveral perſons, who were 
| eſteemed the beſt friends of the old con- 
ſtitution; among whom none were reck- 
_ oned Gerher gone in the Hi church prin- 
ciples (as they are uſually called) than two 
or three who had at that time moſt credit; 
and ever ſince, until within theſe few 
months, poſſeſſed all power at court. So 

Q 2: that 
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that the firſt umbrage given to the 0 ige, 
and the pretences for clamouring againſt 
France and the pretender, were derived 
from them. And I believe, nothing ap- 
peared then more unlikely, than that ſuch 
different opinions {ſhould ever incorporate ; 
that party having upon former occafions 
treated thoſe very perſons with enmity 

enough. But ſome lords then about court, 

and in the Quzrn's good graces, not able 
to endure thoſe growing impoſitions upon 
the prince and people, preſumed to inter- 
poſe; and were conſequently ſoon remov- 
ed and diſgraced. However, when a moſt 
exorbitant grant was propoſed, antecedent 
to any viſible merit, it miſcarried in par- 
liament for want « being ſeconded by 
thoſe, who had moſt credit in the houſe; : 
and who, having always oppoſed the like 
exceſſes in a former reign, thought it their 
duty to do fo ſtill to ſhew the world, that 
the diſlike was not againſt perſons, but 
things. But this was to croſs the oljgarchy 
in the tendereſt point; a point which 
outweighed all conſiderations of duty and 
gratitude to their prince, or regard to the 
conſtitution : and therefore, after having 


in 
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in ſeveral private meetings concerted mea- 
ſures with their old enemies, and granted 


as well as received conditions; they began 
to change their ſtyle and their countenance, 


and to put it as a maxim in the mouths of 


their emiſſaries, that England muſt be ſaved 


by whig's. This unnatural league was af- 
terwards cultivated by another incident, 1 


mean the a0 of ſecurity, and the Sai 


quences of it, which every body knows; 


when (to uſe the words of my correſpon- 
| dent®) the ſovereign authority was parcelled 


out among the faction, and made the pur- 
chaſe of indemnity for an offending miniſter. 


Thus the union of the two kingdoms im- 


proved that between the miniſtry and the 


junto, which was afterwards cemented by 
their mutual danger in that ſtorm they ſo 
narrowly eſcaped about threeyears ago, but 
however was not quite perfected till prince 
George death; and then they went lov- 
ingly on together, both ſatisfied with their 
ſeveral ſhares, and at full liberty to gratify 
their predominant inclinations; the firſt, 

their avarice and ambition; the other, rr 
models of innovation in church and 158 


* Letter to the Examiner. re 
1 Prince George of De; mark, huſband to the queen. 


O 3 There- 
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Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive 
that battled queſtion, why was the late mi- 
niſtry changed, may receive the following 
anſwer : that it was become neceſſary by 
the inſolence and avarice of ſome « 
the Qu, who in order to perpetuate 
their tyranny had made a monſtrous al- 
liance with thoſe, who profeſs principles 
deſtructive to our religion and government, 
If this will not ſuffice; let him make an 
abſtract of all the abuſes I have mentioned 
in my former papers, and view them to- 
gether ; aſter which if he {till remain un- 
ſatisfied, let him ſuſpend his opinion a few 
weeks longer. Although aiter all, I think 
the queſtion as trifling as that of the pa- 
piſts, when they aſk us, where was cur re- 


ligion before Luther? And indeed the mi- 


niſtry was changed for the ſame reaſons 
that religion was reformed; becauſe a 
thouſand corruptions had crept into the 
diſcipline and doctrine of the flate by the 
pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the am- 
bition of thoſe, * adminiſtered 40 US in ſe 
 eular affairs, _ 

I heard myſelf cenſured the other day 
in a coffee-houſe for ſeeming to glance in 


the 
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the letter to Craſſus againſt a great man, 


who is ſtill in employment, and likely to 
continue fo. What if I had really intended 
that ſuch an application ſhould be given 
it? I cannot perceive how I could be juſtly 


blamed for ſo gentle a reproot. If I fwa 


handſome young fellow going to a ball at 
court with a great / upon his face; 
could he take it ill in me to point out the 


place, and defire him with abundance of 


good words to pull out his handkerchief 


and wipe it oft; or bring him to a glaſs, 
where he might plainly ſee it with his 


own eyes? Doth any man think I ſhall 


ſuffer my pen to inveigh againſt vices, 
only becauſe they are charged upon per- 
ſons, who are no longer in power! Every 
body knows, that certain vices are more 


or leſs pernicious according to the ſtations 


of thoſe, who poſſeſs them. For example, 


lewdneſs and intemperance are not of ſo 


bad conſequences in a town-rake, as in a 


divine; cowardice in a lawyer is more ſup- 


portable, than in an officer of the army. 


If I ſhould find fault with an admiral, be- 


cauſe he wanted politeneſs; or an man, 
for not underſtanding Greet; that indeed 
O4 would 
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would be to go out of the way for occa- 
fion of quarrelling, But exceſſive avarice 
in a general is, I think, the greateſt defect 
he can be liable to, next to the want of 
courage and conduct, and may be attended 
with the moſt ruinous conſequences, as it 

was in Craſſus, who to that vice alone 
owed the deſtruction of himſelf and his 
army. It is the ſame thing in praiſing mens 
excellencies ; which are more or leſs valu- 
able, as the perſon you commend hath oc- 
caſion to employ them. A man may per- 
| haps mean honeſtly ; yet it he be not able 
to ſpell, he ſhall never have my vote to be 
a ſecretary. Another may have wit and 
learning in a poſt where honeſty with 
plain common ſenſe are of much more 
uſe. You may praiſe a ſoldier for his {kill 
at chefs, becauſe it is faid to be a military 
game, and the emblem of drawing up an 
army; but this to a treaſurer would be no 
more a compliment, than if you called 
him a gameſter, or a jockey. 
P. S. I have received a letter relating 
to Mr. Greenſbields; the perſon that 
ſent it may know, that I will ſay 
Jomething to it in the next paper. - 
. NUM- 
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NUMBER XXX. 
Thurſday, N 22, 1710. 


Quae enim  domus tam ſtabilis, quae tam 
firma civitas eft, quae nom odiis atque 


diffidiis funditits poſſi everti 9 


T F we examine what tie of men are 
in cloſeſt union among themſelves, we 


ſhall find them either to be thoſe, who are 


engaged in ſome evil deſign, or who la- 
bour under one common misfortune. Thus 


the troops of banditti in ſeveral countries 


abroad, the knots of highwaymen in our 


own nation, the ſeveral tribes of h p, 


thieves, and pick-pockets, with many others, 


are ſo firmly knit together, that PST ERR 


is more difficult than to break or diſſolve 


their ſeveral gangs: fo likewiſe thoſe, who 


are fellow-ſufferers under any misfortune, 
whether it be in reality or opinion, are 
uſually contracted into a very ſtrict union; 
as we may obſerve in the papiſis through- 
out this kingdom under thoſe real diffi- 
culties, ITS are juſtly, put on them ; and 


* 


in che ſeveral ſchiſms of preſbyterians, , and 


other 
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other ſets, under that grievous perſecution 
of the modern kind, called want of power. 
And the reaſon why ſuch confederacies are 
kept ſo ſacred and inviolable, is very plain; 
becauſe in each of thoſe caſes I have men- 
_ tioned, the whole body is moved by one 
ſpirit in purſuit of one general end, and 
the intereſt of individuals is not croſſed by 
each other, or by the whole. - 
| Now both theſe motives are joined to 
unite the high-flying whigs at preſent : they 
have been always engaged in an evil deſign, 
| and of late they are faſt, or rivetted by 
that terrible calamity, the loſs of power. 
So that whatever deſign a miſchievous 
crew of dark canine - may poſſibly 
entertain, who will ſtop at no means to 
compaſs them, may be juſtly apprehended 
from theſe. 
On the other fide, thoſe who wiſh mol 
to the publick, and would gladly contri- 
bute to its ſervice, are apt to differ in their 
_ about the methods of promoting 
it; and when their party Houriſhes, arc 
Cmctimies envious at thoſe in power; ready 
to over-value their own merit, and be im- 
patient until it be rewarded by the To 
ure 
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ſure they have preſcribed for themſelves. 
There is a farther topick of contention, 
which a ruling party is apt to fall into in 
relation to vetroſpectioms, and enquiry into 
paſt miſcarriages; wherein ſome are thought 
too warm and zealous, others too cool and 
remiſs; while in the mean time theſe di- 

viſions are induſtriouſly fomented by the 

diſcarded faction; which, although it be 
an old practice, hath been much improved 
in the ſchools of the feſults, who, when 
they deſpaired of perverting this nation to 
popery by arguments or plots againſt the 
ſtate, ſent their emiſſaries to ſubdivide us 
into ſchiſms. And this expedient is now 
with great propriety taken up by our men 
of incenſed moderation; becauſe they ſup- 
poſe themſelves able to attack the ſtrongeſt 
of our ſubdiviſions, and to ſubdue us one 
after another. Nothing better reſembles 
this proceeding, than that famous combat 
between the Horatii and Curiatii; where 
two of the former being killed, the third, 
who remained entire and untouched, was 
able to kill his three wounded adverſaries, 
after he had divided them by a ſtratagem. 
I well know with how tender a hand all 
this 
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this ſhould be touched; yet at the ſame 
time I think it my duty to warn the friends, 
as well as expoſe the enemies of the pub- | 
lick weal; and to begin preaching up #772 
upon the firſt ſuſpicion, that any ſteps are 
made to diſturb it. | 
But the two chicf ſubjects of diſcontent, 
which upon moſt great changes in the ma- 
nagement of publick affairs are apt to 
breed differences among thoſe who are in 
poſſeſſion, are what I have juſt now men- 
tioned; a defire of puniſhing the corrup- 
tion of fries managers; and the reward- 
ing merit among thoſe who have been 
any way inſtrumental or conſenting to the 
change. The firſt of theſe is a point ſo 
nice, that I ſhall purpoſely wave it: but 
the latter I take to fall properly within my 
diſtrict. By merit J here underſtand that 
value, which every man puts upon his own 
deſervings from the publick. And I be- 
lieve, there could not be a more difficult 
employment found out, than that of pay- 
maſter-general to this ſrt of merit; or a 
more noiſy, crowded place, than a court 
of fudicature erected to ſettle and adjuſt 
_ every man's claim upon that article. -1 
imagine, 
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imagine, if this had fallen into the fancy 
of the ancient poets, they would have 
dreſſed it up after their manner into an 
agreeable fiction; and given as a genealogy 
and deſcription of merit, perhaps not very 
different from that which follows. 


4 poetical genealogy and de ſcription 5 
M E R ET; 


« THAT true Merit was the fon of 
« Virtue and Honour; but that there was 
« likewiſe a ſpurious child, who uſurped 
the name, and whoſe parents were Va- 
« rity and Impudence. That at a diſtance 
« there was a great reſemblance between 
them, and they were often miſtaken for 
c each other. That the Cr iſſue had 
« 2 loud brill voice, which was perpetuall 
« employed in cravings and complaints; 
« while the other never ſpoke louder than 
| © amhy/per, and was often ſo baſhful, that 
- © he could not ſpeak at all. That in all 

« great aſſemblies the Falſe Merit would 
« ſtep before the true, and ſtand juſt in 
his way; was conſtantly at court, or 

great mens /evees, or whiſpering i in 8 
„ miniſter's ear. That the more you fed 


. him, 


206 THE EXAMINER. No 30. 


him, the more hungry and importunate 
© he grew. That he often paſſed for the 
ce true fon of Virtue and Honour, and the 
“genuine for an impoſtor. That he was 
born diſtorted and a dwarf, but by force 
of art appeared of a handſome ſhape, 
7 n and taller than the uſual ſize; and that 
none but thoſe, who were wiſe and good | 
© as well as vigilant, could Aer his 
ba ACNE or deformity. That the rue 
* Merit had been often forced to the in- 
© dignity of applying to the fal/e for his 
© credit with thoſe in power, and to keep 
< himſelf from ſtarving. That falſe Merit 
ce filled the anti-chambers with a crew of 
his dependents and creatures, ſuch as 
&« projectors, ſchematiſts, occaſional converts 
« to a party, proſtitute flatterers, ſlarveling 
&« writers, buffoons, ſhallow politicians, empty 
© orators, and the like; who all owned 
him for their patron, and grew diſcon- 
< tented, if. they were not immediately 


« fed.” 


T his oe) deſcription of falſe 
Merit is, I doubt, calculated for moſt 
countries in chriſtendom ; as to our own, 


I be- 
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believe it may be ſaid with a ſuffi- 
cient reſerve of charity, that we are fully 
able to reward every man among us ac- 
cording to his real deſervings: and I think, 
I may add without ſuſpicion of Hattery, 
| that never any prince had a miniſtry with 
a better judgment to diſtinguiſh between 
falſe and real merit, than that which is now 
at the helm; or whoſe inclination, as well 
as intereſt, was greater to encourage the lat- 


ter. And it ought to be obſerved, that thoſe 


great and excellent perſons we fee at the 
head of affairs, are of the queen's ow, 
perſonal, voluntary choice; not forced upon 
her by any 7/olent, over-grown favourite, 
or by the pretended neceſſity of complying 
with an unruly faction. ws 
| Yet theſe are the perſons, whom thoſe 
ſcandals to the preſs in their daily pam- 
phlets and papers openly revile at fo 
1gnominious a rate, as I beheve was ne- 
yer tolerated before under any govern- 
ment. For ſurely no lawful power derived 
from a prince ſhould be ſo far affronted, 


as to leave thoſe who are in authority ex- 


poſed to every ſcurrilous libeller : becauſe 
in this point I make a mighty difference 
between 
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| between thoſe who are in, and thoſe who 


are out of power; not upon any regard to 
their perſons, but the ſtations they are 


placed i in by the ſovereign. And if my 
diſtinction be right, I think I might appeal 


to any man, whether if a ſtranger were to 
read the invectives which are daily pub- 
liſhed againſt the preſent miniſtry, and the 
outrageous fury of the authors againſt me 
for cenſuring the laſt; he would not con- 
_ clude the whigs to be at this time in full 
poſſeſſion of power and favour, and the 


tories entirely at mercy. But all this now 


ceaſes to be a wonder, ſince the queen 
herſelf is no longer ſpared; witneſs the 
libel publiſhed ſome days ago under the 
title of A letter zo fir Jacob Banks, where 
the reflections upon her ſacred majeſty are 
much more plain and direct, than ever the 


Examiner thought fit to publiſh againſt 


the moſt obnoxious perſons in a minitry 


diſcarded for endeavouring the ruin of 


their prince and country. Cz/ar indeed 
threatened to hang the pirates for preſum- 

ing to diſturb him, while he was their 
priſoner aboard their ſhip. But it was 


— who did ſo, and he did it to a crew 
| of 
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of publick robbers; and it became the great- 
neſs of his ſpirit, for he lived to execute 
what he had threatened, Had hey been 
in his power and ſent ſuch a meflage, it 
could be imputed to nothing but the ex- 
tremes of impudence, folly, or madneſs. 


J had a letter laſt week relating to Mr. 
Greenſhields an epiſcopal clergyman of Scot- 


land, and the writer ſeems to be a gentle- 
man of that part of Britain. I remember 


formerly to have read a printed account 


of Mr. Greenſhields's caſe, who has been 


proſecuted and ſilenced for no other rea- 
ſon beſides reading divine ſervice after the 
manner of the church of England to his 
own congregation, who deſired it; though, 
as the gentleman who writes to me fays, 
there is no law in Scotland againſt thoſe 
meetings; and he adds, that the ſentence 


pronounced againſt Mr. Greenmſbields will 


ſeon be affirmed, if ſome care be not taken to 
prevent it. I am altogether uninformed in 
the particulars of this caſe, and beſides, to 
treat it juſtly would not come within the 


compaſs of my paper; therefore I could 
wiſh the gentleman would undertake it in 
a diſcourſe by itſelf; and I ſhould be glad 
OT P he 
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he would inform the publick i in one fact; 
| whether ep:/copal aſſemblies are freely . 
lowed in Scotland? It is notorious, that 
abundance of their clergy fled from thence _ 
ſome years ago into England and Treland, 
as from a perſecution ; but 1t was alledged 
by their enemies, that they refuſed to take 
the oaths to the government, which hoõw-- 
ever none of them ſerupled when they 
came among us. It is ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary to ee our whigs and fanaticks keep 
ſuch a ſtir about the ſacred act of toleration, 
while their brethren will not allow a con- 
nivance in fo near a neighbourhood ; eſpe- 
cially if what the gentleman inſiſts on in 
his letter be true, that nine parts in ten of 
the nobility and gentry, and two in three 
of the commons are epiſcopal; of which one 
argument he offereth is the preſent choice of 
their repreſentatives in both houſes, though 
oppoſed to the utmoſt by the preachings, 
 threatenings, and anathemas of the kirk. 
Such uſage to a majority may, as he thinks, 
be of dangerous conſequence ; and I en- 
tirely agree with him. If theſe be the 
principles of the hioh-kirk, God preſerve, at 

leaſt the ſouthern parts from their tyranny. 
N U M- 


THE EXAMINER, 


NUMBER XXXI. 


Thurſday, March 8, 1710. 


 Garrit aniles 


Er re abel as. 


] Had laſt week ſent me by an unknown 
hand a paſſage out of Plato, with ſome 
hints how to apply it. That author puts 
a fable into the mouth of Ari/tophanes, 
with an account of the original of love: 
that mankind was at firſt created with four 
arms and legs, and all other parts double 
to what they are now; till Jupiter, as a 
puniſhment for his ſins, cleft him in two 
with a thunderbolt; ſince which time we 
are always looking out for our other half; 
and this is the cauſe of /ve. But Jupiter 
threatened, that if they did not mend their 
manners, he would give them tother ſlit, 
and leave them to hop about in the ſhape 
of figures in Co relievo. The effect of this 
laſt threatening, my correſ -ſpondent i ima- 
gines, is now come to pals; and that as 
the firſt /p/izting was the original of love, 
by inclining 1 us to ſearch for our other half; 


P 2 > 
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ſo the ſecond was the cauſe of hatred by 
_ prompting us to fly from our other fide, 
and dividing the ſame dy into two, gave 
each ſlice the name of a party. 
I approve the fable and application, 
with this refinement upon it: for parties 
do not only ſplit a nation, but every indi- 
vidual among them, leaving each but half 
their ſtrength, and wit, and honeſty, and 
good nature; but one eye and ear for their 
ſight and hearing, and equally lopping the 
81 of the ſenſes. Where parties are pretty 
equal in a ſtate, no man can perceive one 
bad quality in his own, or good one in his 
adverſaries. Beſides, party being a dry, diſ- 
agreeable ſubject, it renders converſation 
inſipid, or ſour, and confines invention. 
I th not here of the leaders, but the 
inſignificant crowd of followers in a party, 
who have been the inſtruments of mixing 
it in every condition and circumſtance of 
life. As the zealots among the Jews bound 
the law about their foreheads, and wriſts, 
and hems of their garments, ſo the women 
among us have got the diſtinguiſhing marks 
of party in their muffs, their fans, and their 
turbelows. The wig ladies put on their 
| patches 
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patches in a different manner from the 
tories. They have made ſchiſims in the play- 
houſe, and each have their particular ſides 
at the opera: and when a man changeth 


his party, he muſt infallibly count upon 


the loſs of his miſtreſs. I aſked a gentle- 
man the other day, how he liked ſuch a 


lady ? But he would not give me his opi- 
nion, till J had anſwered him whether {he 
were a whip ora tory. Mr. 


lay ſome time under a ſuſpicion of writing 
the Examiner, is no longer a man of wit ; 
his very poems have contracted a ſtupidity, 
many years after they were printed. 


Having lately ventured upon a meta- 
phorical genealogy of err, I thought it 


would be proper to add another of party, 
or rather of faclion, (to avoid miſtake) not 


telling the reader whether it be my own, 


Or a quotation, till I know how it is ap- 
proved. But whether I read, or dreamed 
it, the fable is as tollows ; 28 


«LIBERTY, the daughter of Op- 


6e preſſion, after having brought forth ſeve- 


« ral fair children, as Riches, Arts, Learn. 


P 3 ng: 


„ſince he 
is known to viſit the preſent miniſtry, and 
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cc ing, Trade, and many others, was at laſt 
delivered of her youngeſt daughter, call- 
* ed FacT1oN, whom Juno, doing the of- 
& fice of the midwite, diſtorted in its birth 
out of envy to the mother, from whence 
© it derived its peeviſhneſs and ſickly ae 
66 ſtitution. However, as it is often the 
e nature of parents to grow moſt fond of 
t their youngeſt and diſagrecableſt chil- 
* dren, fo it happened with Liberty, who 
« doated on this daughter to ſuch a de- 
{« oree, that by her good will ſhe would 
ce never ſuffer the girl to be out of her fight. 
As miſs Faction grew up, ſhe became ſo 
o termagant and foward, that there was 
«© no enduring her any longer in Heaven. 
e Jupiter gave her warning to be gone; 
e and her mother, rather than forſake her, 
© took the whole family down to earth. 
“ She landed firſt in Greece; was expelled 
by degrees through all the cities by her 
c daughter's ill conduct: fled afterwards 
e to Izaly, and being baniſhed thence, took 
4 ſhelter among the Gothe, with whom ſhe 
*© paſſed into moſt parts of Europe; but, 
* being driven out every where, {the began 
to loſe eſteem, and her daughter s faults 


ES Were 
_ 
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„ were imputed to herſelf: fo that at 
« this time ſhe has hardly a place in the 
« world to retire to. One would wonder 

© what ſtrange qualities this daughter muſt 

* poſſeſs, ſufficient to blaſt the influence 
of ſo divine a mother, and the reſt of her 
e children. She always affected to keep 
mean and ſcandalous company; valuing 
no body, but juſt as they agreed with 
her in every capricious opinion ſhe 
thought fit to take up; and rigorouſly 
« exacting compliance, though the chang- 
ed her ſentiments ever ſo often. Her 

great employment was to breed di/cord 
© among friends and relations, and make up 
© monſtrous alliances between thoſe, whoſe 
« diſpoſitions leaſt reſembled each other. 
© Whoever offered tocontradict her, though 
e inthe moſt inſignificant trifle, ſhe would 
be ſure to diſtinguiſh by fome ignomini- 
c ous appellation, and allow them to have 
ce neither honour, wit, beauty, learning, 
« honeſty, or common ſenſe. She intruded 
e into all companies at the moſt unſeaſon- 
ec able times; mixed at balls, aſſemblies, 
c and other parties of pleaſure, haunted 
every coffee-houſe and bookſeller's ſhop, and 
P 4 * by 
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ce by her perpetual talking filled all places 


< with diſturbance and confuſion: ſhe 

ce buzzed about the merchant in the Ex- 

ce change, the divine in his pulpit, and the 
&« ſhopkeeper behind his counter. Above all, 

> The frequented publick aſſemblies, where 

* ſhe fat in the ſhape of an ohſcene, ominouus 

80 bird, ready to oe her friends as * 
cc * ſpoke,” 


Tf I underſtand this fable of Faction 
right, it ought to be applied to thoſe, who 
ſet themſelves up againſt the true intereſt 
and conſtitution of their country; which I 
wiſh the undertakers for the late miniſtry 
would pleaſe to take notice of, or tell us 
by what figure of ſpeech they pretend to 
call ſo great and unforced a majority, with 

the queen at heir head, by the name of the 

action; ; Which is not unlike the phraſe of 
the 2:077ur07s, who dignifying one or two 
deprived biſhops and half a ſcore clergy- 
men of the ſame ſtamp with the title of 

the church of England, exclude all the reft 
as /chiſmaticks; or like the preſbyterians 
laying the ſame accuſation, with equal 
juſtice, againſt the eſtabliſhed religion. 


* 
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And here it may be worth enquiring, 
what are the true characteriſticks of a fa- 
| &ion; orhow it is to be diſtinguiſhed from 
that great body of the people, who are friends 
to the conſtitution? The heads of a faction 
are uſually a ſett of upſtarts, or men ruined 
jn their fortunes, whom ſome great change 
| in a government did at firſt out of their 
| obſcurity produce upon the ſtage. They 
aſſociate themſelves with thoſe who diſlike 
| the old eſtabliſhment, religious and civil. 
| They are full of new ſchemes in politicks 
| and divinity ; 3 they have an incurable ha- 
| tred againſt the old nobility, and ſtrengthen 
their party by dependents raiſed e the 
loweſt of the people. They have ſeveral 
ways of working themſelves into power; 
but they are ſure to be called, when a cor- 
rupt adminiſtration wants to be ſupported 
againſt thoſe who are endeavouring at a 
| reformation; and they firmly obſerve that 
| celebrated maxim of preſerving power by 
the ſame arts, by which it is attained. They 
act with the ſpirit of thoſe, who believe 
their time is but ſhort; and their firſt care 
is to heap up ES riches at the pub- 
lick expence; in which they! have two ends 
22 beſides 
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beſides that common one of inſatiable a- 
varice, which are to make themſelves ne- 
ceſſary, and to keep the commonwealth 
in dependence. Thus they hope to com- 
paſs their deſign, which is, inſtead of fit- 
ting their principles to the conſtitution, 
to alter and adjuſt the conſtitution to their 
own pernicious principles. 

It is eaſy determining by this teſt, to 

which fide the name of faction moſt pro- 
perly belongs. But however, I will give 

them any ſyitem of law -or regal govern- 
ment, from Milliam the Conqueror to this 
preſent time, to try whether they can tally 
it with their late models ; excepting only 

that of Cromwell, whom perhaps ey will 
reckon for a monarch. 

If the preſent miniſtry, and fo great a 
majority in the parliament and kingdom, 
be only a faction, it muſt appear by ſome 
actions, which anſwer the idea we uſually 
conceive from that word. Have they ab- 
uſed the prerogative of the prince, or in- 
vaded the rights and liberties of the ſub- 
Jet? Have they offered at any dangerous 
innovations in church or ſtate? Have they 
broached any doctrine of hereſy, rebellion, 

| OT 
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or tyranny? Have any of them treated 
their ſovereign with inſolence, engroſſed 
and fold all her favours, or deceived her 
by baſe, groſs miſrepreſentations of her 
moſt faithful ſervants? Theſe are the arts 
of a faction, and whoever hath practiſed 
them, they and their followers muſt take 
| up with the name. 
It is uſually reckoned a whip principle to 
appeal to the people; but that is only 
| when they have been ſo wiſe as to poiſon 
| their underſtandings beforehand. Will they 
now ſtand to this appeal, and be deter- 
| mined by their vox populi, to which fide 
their title of faction belongs? And that the 
people are now left to the natural freedom 
of their underſtanding and choice, I be- 
lieve our adverſaries will hardly deny. 
They will now retuſe this appeal, and it 
is reaſonable they ſhould; and I will far- 
ther add, that, if our people reſembled the 
old Greeians, there might be danger in 
ſuch a trial. A pragmatical orator told a 
great man at Athens, that whenever the 
people were in their rage, they would cer- 
tainly tear him to pieces; Yes, fays the 
other, and they will do the ſame to you, 
when 
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whenever they are in their wits. But God 
be thanked, our populace is more merciful 
in their nature, and at preſent under better 
direction; and the orators among us have 

attempted to confound both prerogative 
and law in their ſovereign s preſence, and 
before the higheſt court of j udicature, with. 

out any hazard to their perſons. 


NUMBER XXXII. 
Thurſday, March 15, 1710, 


WV 0 % ea medicina, cum ande parti cor- 
Poris ſcalpellum adhibetur, atque inte- 
grae; carnificina eft iſia, et crudelitas, 
Hi medentur reipublicae, qui exſecant 
 peftem aliquam, [anguan frrumans civi- 
Tarts, 


AM diverted from the general ſubject 
of my diſcourſes to reflect upon an 
event of a very extraordinary and ſurpriſ- 
ing nature. A great miniſter, in high con- 
fidence with the QukEN, under whoſe ma- 
nagement the weight of affairs at preſent 
is in a great meaſure ſuppoſed to lie; fit- 
ting in council, in a royal palace, with a 
dozen 
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dozen of the chief officers of the ſtate, is 
| ſtabbed at the very board, in the execution 
| of his office, by the Jac of a french pa- 
| fiſt *, then under examination for hich. 
| if the aſſaſſin redoubles his blow 


to ok: ſure work; and concluding the 
chancellor + was diſpatched, goes on with 


the ſame rage to murder a principal ſecre- 
| tary of fate : and that whole noble aſ- 

| ſembly are od to rife and draw their 
| ſwords in their own defence, as if a wild 
| beaſt had been let looſe among them. 

| This fa& hath ſome circumſtances of 
| aggravation, not to be parallelled by any 
of the like kind we meet with in hiſtory. 
Czſar's murder being performed in the 


| ſenate comes neareſt to the caſe; but that 
was an aftair concerted by great numbers 


* The abbot de Bourlie, 


| who having quitted his native 
country, ſolicited to be em- 
ployed againſt it in ſeveral 
courts of Europe, and aſſumed 
the title of marquis de Guiſ- 


card. He at length obtained a 


commiſſion from queen Anne, 
and embarked in an expedition 
| againſt France, which miſcar- 
| ied, and his expectations be- 
ing diſappointed by the new 
| Miniſtry, he endeayoured to 


make his peace at home by 
acting here as a ſpy, and com- 
menced a treaſonable corre- 


ſpondance: his letters were in- 


tercepted and produced to him 
by Mr. Harley at his exami- 


nation. | 
+ Mr. Harley, then chan- 


cellor of the exchequer, after- 
wards earl of Oxford, 


+ Mr. Henry St. John, af- 
terwards lord Bolingbroke. 


of 
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of the chief ſenators, who were likewiſe 
the actors in it; and not the work of a vile 
ſingle ruffian. Harry the third of France 
was ſtabbed by an enthuſtaſtick frier, 
whom he ſuffered to approach his perſon, 
while thoſe who attended him ſtood at 
ſome diſtance. His ſacceſſor met the ſame 
fate in a coach, where neither he nor his 
nobles in fach a confinement were able 
to defend themſelves. In our own country 
we have, I think, but one inſtance of this 
ſort, which has Rd any noiſe; I mean 
that of Felton about fourſcore years ago; 


but he took the opportunity to ſtab the 


duke of Buckingham in paſſing through a 
dark lobby from one room to another. 
The blow was neither ſeen nor heard, and 
the murderer might have eſcaped, if his 
own concern and horror, as it is uſual in 
ſuch caſes, had not betrayed him. Beſides, 
that act of Felton will admit of ſome ex- 
tenuation from the motive he is faid to 
have had: but this attempt of Gu iſcard 
ſeems to have outdone them all in every 
heightening circumſtance, except the dit- 


ference of perſons between a king and a 


great miniſter ; for I give no allowance at 


all 
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all to the difference of ſucceſs (which how 
ever, is yet uncertain and depending) nor 
think it the leaſt alleviation to the crime, 
whatever it may be to the puniſhment. 

I am ſenſible, it is ill arguing from par- 
ticulars to generals, and that we ought not 
to charge upon a nation the crimes of a 
| few deſperate villains it is ſo unfortunate 
| to produce; yet at the ſame time it muſt 
be avowed, that the French have for theſe 
laft centuries been ſomewhat too liberal 
of their daggers upon the perſons of their 
| greateſt men; fuich as the admiral de Co- 
any, the dukes of Gz7/e father and ſon, 
and the two kings I laſt mentioned. I have 
ſometimes wondered how a people, whoſe 
genius ſeems wholly turned to ſinging, and 
dancing, and prating, to vanity and im- 
pertinence; who lay ſo much weight upon 
modes and geſtures; : whole eſſentialities 
are generally ſo very ſuperficial ; who are 
uſually fo ſerious upon trifles, and fo tri- 
fling upon what is ſerious, have been ca- 
pable of committing ſuch ſolid villainies, 
more ſuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard, 
or the filence and thoughtfulneſs of an 
Lalian: unleſs it be, that in a nation na- 


turally 


224 THE EXAMINER Ne 32. 
turally ſo full of themſelves, and of ſo reſt- 


leſs imaginations, when any of them hap- 
pen to be of a moroſe and gloomy conſti- 
tution, that huddle of contuſed thoughts 
for want of evaporating uſually terminates 


in rage ordeſpair. D' 4vila obſerves, that 


Jacques Clement was a ſort of buffoon, 
whom the reſt of the friers uſed to make 
ſport with; but at laſt giving his folly a 
ſerious turn, it ended in enthuſiaſm, and 
qualified him for that deſperate act of 
murdering his king. = 
But in the marquis de Gu i/card PO 
ſeems to have been a complication of in- 
oredients for ſuch an attempt. He had 
committed ſeveral enormities in France, 
was extremely prodigal and vicious, of a 
dark melancholy complexion and cloudy 
countenance, ſuch as in vulgar phyſiogno- 
my is called an 2¼ ok, For the reſt, his 
talents were very mean, having a fort of 
inferior cunning, but very ſmall abilities ; 
fo that a great man of the late miniſtry, 
by whom he was invited over, and with 
much diſcretion raiſed at firſt ſtep, from a 


* The monk who ſtabbed Henry III. of France. 


pro- 
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profligate pop iſb prieft to a lieutenant ge- 
neral, and colonel of a regiment of horſe, 
was at laſt forced to drop him for ſhame. 
Had ſuch an accident happened under 
that miniſtry, and to ſo conſiderable a 
member of it; they would have imme 
diately charged i it upon the whole body of 
thoſe, they are pleaſed to call the faflion 
This would have been ſtyled a high-church 
principle; the clergy would have been ac- 
| culed, as promoters and abbettors of the 
fact; committees would have been ſent to 
promiſe the criminal his life, provided they 
might have liberty to direct and dictate 
his confeſſion; and a 4/ack hi}? would have 
been printed of all thoſe, who had been 
ever {een in the murderer's company. But 
the preſent men in power hate and deſpiſe : 
all fuch deteſtable arts, which they might 
now turn upon their adverſaries oh 
much more plauſibility, than ever theſe did 
their honourable negotiations with Greg. 
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* In the beginning of the 
year 1708, William Greg an 
under clerk to Mr. ſecretary 
Harley, was detected in a cor- 
reſpondence with monſieur 


Chamillard one of the french 


king's miniflers; to whom he 
tranſmitted the proceedings of 


hoth houſes of parliament 


with reſpect to the augmenta- 
tion of the britiſb forces, and 


other papers of great import- 


* And 
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And here it may be worth obſerving, 


hw unanimous a concurrence there is be- 
tween ſome perſons once in great power 
and a french papiſi; both agreeing in the 
great end of taking away Mr. Harley 's life, 
though differing in their methods; the firſt 


proceeding by ſubortation.. the other by 
violence; wherein Guiſcard ſeems to have 


the advantage, as aiming no further than 


his life; while the others deſigned to de- 


ſtroy at once both that and his reputation. 


The malice of both againſt this gentleman 


ſeems to have riſen from the fame cauſe, 
his diſcovering deſigns againſt the govern- 


ment. It was Mr. Harley, who detected the 


ance. Greg, when he was in- 
diced of this treaſon, pleaded 


guilty, which gave occaſion to 
Mr. Harley's enemies to inſi- 


nuate, that he was privy to 
Greg's practices, and had by 


aſturances of pardon prevailed 
upon him to plead guilty, in 
order to prevent the examina- 


tion of witneſſes: the houſe of 
lords appointed a committee 
of ſeven, of whom lord Sun- 


derland was manager, to en- 


quire into the affair; the com- 
mittee preſented an addreſs to 
the queen, in which complaint 
was made, that all Mr, Harley's 
papers had been long expoſed 


to the meaneſt clerks in his 
office; and it was requeſted, 
that more caution might be 


uſed for the future. Upon this 
addreſs the execution of Greg 


was deferred a month; during 
which time he was olicit- 
ed, threatened, and promiſed, i 


but ſtill perſiſting to take the 


whole guilt upon himſelf, he 


was at length executed, hav- 


ing, in a paper which he left 
behind him, juſtified Mr. Har- 
ley in particular; which he 
would ſcarce have thought ne- 
ceſſary, if no particular attempt 
had been made againſt him. 


trea- 
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treaſonable correſpondence of Greg, and 
ſecured him betimes ; when a certain great 
man, who {ſhall be nanele ſs, had, out of 
the depth of his politicks, ſent him a cau- 
tion to make his eſcape, which would cer- 
tainly have fixed the appearance of guilt | 
upon Mr. Harley: but when that was 
prevented, they would have enticed the 
condemned criminal, with promiſe of a 
pardon, to write and ſign an accuſation 
againſt the ſecretary : but to uſe Greg's 
own expreſſion, his death was nothing near 
| fo ignominions, as would have been ſuch a 

life, that muſt be ſaved by profiituting Bis 
conſcience. The ſame gentleman now lies 
ſtabbed by his other enemy, a popr/h /þy, 
whoſe treaſon he hath diſcovered. God 
preſerve the reſt of her majeſty's miniſters 
from ſuch proteſtants, and trom ſuch pa- 
WY 

T ſhall take occaſion to hint at ſome 
particularities in this ſurpriſing fact, for 
the ſake of thoſe at a diſtance, or 2 
may not be thoroughly informed. The 
murderer confeſſed in Newgate, that his 
chief deſign was againſt Mr. ſecretary &. 
John, who happened to change ſeats with | 


Q 2 Mr, 
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Mr. Harley for more convenience of ex a- 
mining the criminal: and being aſked what 
provoked him to ſtab the chancellor, he 
ſaid, that not being able to come at the ſe- 
cretary as he intended, it was ſome ſatiſ- 
dien to murder the perſon, whom he 
thought Mr. Sz. Jobn loved beſt *, 
And here if Mr. Harley hath ill any 
enemies left, whom his blood ſpilt in the 
publick ſervice cannot reconcile, I hope 
they will at leaſt admire his magnanimity, 
which is a quality eſteemed even in an 
enemy: and I think there are few greater 
inſtances of it to be found in ſtory. After 
the wound was given, he was obſerved 
neither to change his countenance, nor 
diſcover any concern or diſorder in his 
ſpeech. He roſe up and walked about the 
room while he was able, with the greateſt 
tranquillity, during the heighth of the con- 
fuſion. When the ſurgeon came, he took 
him aſide, and deſired he would inform 
him freely whether the wound were mor- 
tal, becauſe in that caſe, he ſaid, he had 
ſome affairs to ſettle relating to his family. 


* How much he was mi- Broſte's letter to fir William 
ſtaken appears by lord Boling- Wyndham, 
The 
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The blade of the penknife, broken by the 


violence of the blow againſt a rib within 


a quarter of an inch of the handle, was 


dropt out (I know not whether from the 
wound, or his cloaths) as the ſurgeon was 
going to dreſs him: he ordered it to be 
taken up, and wiping it himſelf, gave it 


ſome body to keep, ſaying, he thought it 


now properly belonged to him. He ſhewed 


no ſort of reſentment, nor ſpoke one vio- 
lent word againſt Guiſcard, but appeared 


all the while the leaſt concerned of any in 


the company. A ſtate of mind, which in 
ſuch an exigency nothing but innocence 
can give, and is truly worthy of a chr: Hian 


philoſopher. 


If there be really ſo great a difference 
in principle between the hgh-flying whig's 


and the friends of France, I cannot but 


repeat the queſtion, how came they to 


Join in the deſtruction of the ſame man ? 


Can his death be poſſibly for the intereſt 


of both? or have they both the ſame quar- 


rel againſt him, that he is perpetually diſ- 
covering and preventing the treacherous 
deſigns of our enemies? However it be, 
ths g great mininſter may now ſay with St. 


Q3 Paul, 


230 THE EXAMINER. N. 32. 
Paul, that he hath been in perils by his own 
countrymen, and in perils by flrangers. 
In the midſt of ſo melancholy a ſubject, 
I cannot but congratulate with our own 
country, that ſuch a lavage monſter as the 
marquis de Guiſcard i is none of her pro- 
duction: a wretch perhaps more deteſta- 
| ble in his own nature, than even this bar- 
barous act has been yet able to repreſent 


him to the world. For there are good rea- 


ſons to believe from ſeveral circumſtances, 
that he had intentions of a deeper dye than 
thoſe he happened to execute; I mean 
ſuch as every good ſubject muſt tremble to 
think on. He hath of late been frequently 
ſeen going up the back-ſtairs at court, and 
walking alone in an outer room adjoining 
to her majeſty's bed- chamber. He hath of- 
ten, and earneſtly preſſed for ſome time, 
to have acceſs to the queen, even ſince his 
correſpondence with France. And he has 
now given ſuch a proof of his diſpoſition, 
as leaves it eaſy to gueſs what was before 
in his thoughts, and what he was capable 
of attempting. 
It is humbly to be hop ed, that the le- 
giſlature will interpoſe on 10 extraordinary 
all 
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an occaſion as this, and direct a puniſh- 
ment * {ome way proportionable to ſo 
execrable a crime. 


Et quicunque tuum violavit vullnere corpus, 

Morte luat merita —— 
NUMBE R XXXIII. 
Thurſday, March 22, 1710. 


De libertate rain qua certe nibil of 
Aulcius, tibi aſſentior. 


N 7 H E 2 pologies of the ancient fathers 


are reckoned to have been the moſt 
uſeful parts of their writings, and to have 


| done greateſt ſervice to the chriſtian re- 


ligion ; becauſe they removed thoſe miſ- 
repreſentations which had done it moſt 
injury. The methods theſe writers took, 
were openly and freely to diſcover every 
point of their faith, to detect the falſhood 
of their accuſers, A. to charge nothing 
upon their adverſaries but what they were 
ſure to make good. This example hath 


* An Act was immediately in the execution of his office, 
paſſed to make an attempt on felony without benefit of cler- 
the life of a privy counſellor gy. 


Q 4 been 
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been ill followed of later times: the papi/ts 
ſince the reformation uſing all arts to pal- 
liate the abſurdities of their tenets, and 


loading the reformers with a thouſand ca- 


lumnies; the conſequence of which hath 


been only a more various, wide, and inve- 
terate ſeparation. It is the ſame thing in 


civil ſchiſms: a hig forms an image of a 


zory juſt after the thing he moſt abhors, 


and hat image ſerveth to repreſent 3 
whole body. 


J am not ſenſible of any teal dif 


ference there is between thoſe, who call 
themſelves the o/d whigs, and a great ma- 
Jority of the preſent zories, at leaſt by all I 


could ever find from examining * 
perſons of each denomination. But it muſt 


be confeſſed, that the preſent body of uigs, 


as they now conſtitute that party, is a very 
odd mixture of mankind, being forced to 
enlarge their bottom by taking 1 in every 


heterodox profeſſor either in religion or 


government, whoſe opinions they were 
obliged to encourage for fear of leſſening 


their number; while the bulk of the land- 


ed men and people were entirely of the 


old ſentiments. However, they ſtill pre- 


tended 
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tended a due regard to the mmarchy and 
the church, even at the time when they 
were making the largeſt ſteps towards the 
ruin of both: but not being able to wipe 
off the many accuſations laid to their 
charge, they endeavoured by throwing of 
ſcandal to make the 2ories appear blacker 
than themſelves; that ſo the people might 
join with them, as the imaller evil of the 
WO. 

But among all the reproaches Which the 
whigs have flung upon their adverſaries, 
there is none hath done them more ſervice 
| than that of paſſive obedience, as they re- 
| preſent it with the conſequences of non- 
refiftance, arbitrary power, indefeafible right, 
tyranny, popery, and what not. There is 
no accuſation, which hath paſſed with more 
| plauſibility than this; nor any that is ſup- 

ported with leſs juſtice. In order therefore 
to undeceive thoſe, who have been miſled 
by falſe repreſentations, I thought it would 
no improper undertaking to ſet this 
matter in a fair light, which f think hath 
not yet been done. A whip aſks, whether 
you hold paſſive obedience? You afhrm it: 
he then immediately cries out, you are a 
acobite, 
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Jacobite, a friend of France and the preten- 
der | becauſe he makes you anſwerable for 
the definition he hath formed of that term, 
however different it be from what you un- 
derſtand. Iwill therefore give two deſcrip- 
tions of paſſive obedience; "the firſt as it is 
falſſy charged by the ie, the other as it 
is really profeſſed by the vories, at leaſt by 
nineteen in twenty of all Lever conver ſed 
with. 


Paſſ ve obedience, as charged by the WHIGS, 
THE dodrine of paſſroe obedience is 


to believe, that a king, even in a limited 
monarchy, holding his power only from 
God, is only anſwerable to him: that ſuch 
a king! is above all law ; that the cruelleſt 
tyrant muſt be falanitted to in all things; 
and if his commands be ever ſo unlawful, 
you muſt neither fly nor reſiſt, nor we 
any other weapons than prayers and tears. 
Although he {ſhould force your wife or 
daughter, murder your children before 
your face, or cut off five hundred heads 
in a morning for his diverſion; you are 
ſtill to with him a long, proſperous reign, 
and to be patient under all his cruelties 
with 
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with the ſame reſignation as under a plague - 


or a famine; becauſe to reſiſt him would 
be to reſiſt God in the perſon of his vice- 


gerent. If a king of England ſhould go 


through the ſtreets of London in ade t to 
murder every man he met, paſſive obedience 
commands them to ſar: All laws made 
to limit him ſignify nothing, although 
paſſed by his own conſent, if he thinks fit 


to break them. God will indeed call him 


to a ſevere account; but the whole people 
united to a man 92806 preſume to hold 
his hands, or offer him the leaſt a&ive 
diſobedience : the people were certainly cre- 
ated for him, and not he for the people. 
His next heir, although worſe than what I 
have deſcribed, although a fool or a mad 
man, hath a divine indefeaſible right to 


ſucceed him, which no law can diſannul; 


nay, although he ſhould kill his father upon 


the throne, he is immediately king to all 
intents and purpoſes; the poſſeſſion of the 


crown wiping offall ſtains. But whoſoever 


fits on the thronewithout this title, though 
ever ſo peaceably and by conſent of for- 
mer kings and parliaments, 1 is an uſurper, 
while there is any where in the world an- 
other 
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other perſon, who hath a nearer hereditary 

right; and the whole kingdom lies under 
mortal ſin, till that heir be reſtored, be- 
cauſe he hath a divine title, which no hu- 
man law can defeat. 


This and a great deal more hath in a 
thouſand papers and pamphlets been laid 
to that doctrine of paſſive obedience, which 
the whigs are pleaſed to charge upon us. 
This is what they are perpetually inſtilling 
Into the people as the undoubted princi- 
ple, by which the preſent miniſtry and a 
great majority in parliament do at this 
time proceed. This is what they accuſe 
the clergy of delivering from the pulpits, 
and of preaching up as a doctrine abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſalvation. And who- 
ever affirms in general, that paſſive obedli- 
ence is due to the ſupreme power, he is 
preſently loaded by our candid adverſaries 
with ſuch conſequences as theſe. Let us 
therefore ſee what this doctrine is, when 
ſtript of ſuch miſrepreſentations, by de- 
ſcribing it as really taught and practiſed 
by the zorzes; and then it will appear what 


grounds our adverſaries have to accuſe us 
upon this article, 


. Paſroe 
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Paſſive ee, as profe fſed and pratti 8 
by the TORIES. 


THEY think that in every g govern- 
ment, whether monarchy or republick, 
there is placed a ſupreme, abſolute, un- 
limited power, to which paſſive obedience is 
due. That wherever is entruſted the power 
of making laws, that power is without all 
bounds; can repeal, or enact at pleaſure 
whatever laws it thinks fit; and juſtly 
demand univerſal obedience and non-re- 
| fiſtance. That among us, as every body 
| knows, this power is lodged in the king 

or queen, together with the lords and 
commons of the kingdom; and therefore 
all decrees whatſoever made by that pow- 
er are to be actively or paſſively obeyed. 
That the adminiſtration, or executive part, 
of this power is in England ſolely entruſt- 
ed with the prince, who in adminiſtering 
| thoſe laws ought to be no more reliſted 
than the legiſlative | power itſelf. But they 

do not conceive the ſame abſolute paſſroe 
_ obedience to be due to a limited prince's 
commands, when they are directly con- 
trary to the laws he hath conſented to, 


and 
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and {worn to maintain. The crown may 
be ſued, as well as a private perſon; and 
if an arbitrary king of England ſhould ſend 
his officers to ſeize my lands or goods 
againſt law, I can lawfully reſiſt them. 
| The miniſters, by whom he acts, are liable 
to proſecution and impeachment, although 
his own perſon be ſacred. But if he inter- 
poſe his royal authority to ſupport their 
inſolence, I ſee no remedy, until it grows. 
a general grievance, or until the body of 
the people have reaſon to apprehend i it will 
be ſo; after which it becomes a caſe of 
neceſſity, and then I ſuppoſe a free people 
may aſſert their own rights, yet without 
any violation to the perſon or lawful power 
of the prince. But although the zories al- 
low all this, and did juſtify it by the ſhare 
they had in the revolution; yet they ſee no 
reaſon for entering into 15 ungrateful a 
ſubject, or raiſing controverſies upon it, 
as if we were in daily apprehenſions of 
zyranny under the reign of ſo excellent a 
princeſs, and while we have ſo many laws 
of late years made to limit the prerogative; 
when according to thofe who know our 
conſtitution beſt, things rather feem to 
lean 
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Jean to the other extreme, which is equal- 
ly to be avoided. As to the ſucceſſion ; 
the tories think an hereditary right to be 
the beſt in its own nature, and moſt agree- 
able to our old conſtitution; yet at the 
fame time they allow it to be defeafible 
by act of parliament; and ſo is magna 
charta too, if the legiſlature think fit: 
| which is a truth ſo manifeſt, that no man, 
who underſtands the nature of government, 
can be in doubt concerning it. 
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Theſe I take to be the ſentiments of a 
great majority among the zories with re- 
| ſpect to paſſive obedience : and if the whig's 
inſiſt from the writings or common talk 
of warm and ignorant men to form a 
judgment of the whole body according to 
the firſt account I have here given; I will 
engage to produce as many of their {1de, 
who are utterly againſt paſſive obedience 
even to the legiſlature; who will aſſert the 
laſt reſort of power to be in the people 
apainſt thoſe, whom they have choſen and 
truſted as their repreſentatives, with the 
prince at the head; and who will put wild 
ä caſes to {hew the reaſonable- 


neſs 
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neſs and neceſſity of reſiſting the legiſla- 
tive power in ſuch imaginary junctures. 
Than which however nothing can be more 
idle; for I dare undertake in any ſyſtem 
of government, either {| peculative or prac- | 
tick, that was ever yet in the world from 
. Platd's Republick to Harrington's Oceana, 
to put ſuch dithculties as cannot be an- 
ſwered. 
All the other calumnies 1100 by the whiss 
may | be as eaſily wiped off; and I have cha- 
rity to with they could as fully anſwer the 
juſt accuſations we haveagainſt ran Dod. 
well, Hickes, and Leſley are gravely quoted 
to prove, that the zor7es deſign to bring in 
the pretender; and if I ſhould quote them 
to prove that the ſame thing 1s intended 
by the hig, it would be full as reaſon- 
able; ſince I am ſure they have at leaſt as 
much to do with onjuross as we. But our 
objections againſt the whzgs are built upon 
their conſtant practice for many years, 
wherof I have produced an hundred in- 
ſtances, againſt any ſingle one of which 
no anſwer hath yet been attempted, al- 
though I have been curious enough to look 
into all the papers I could meet with, that 
a | alc 
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are written againſt the Examiner; ſuch a = 
taſk as, I hope, no man thinks I would _ 
undergo for any other end but that of 
finding an opportunity to own and rectify 
my miſtakes; as I would be ready to do 4 
upon the call of the neangſi adverſary. 1 
Upon which occaſion 1 {hall take leave to _ 
add a few words. | 
I flattered myſelf laft Thurſday from 
the nature of my ſubje&, and the inof- 
fenſive manner T handled it, that I ſhould 
have one week's reſpite Lon thoſe merci- 
leſs pens, whoſe ſeverity will ſome time 
break my heart: but I am deceived, and 
find them more violent than ever. They 
charge me with two lies and a Sunder. 
The firſt lie is a truth, that Guiſcard was 
invited over; but 1t is of no conſequence. 
I do not tax it asa fault; ſuch fort of men 
have often been ee : I only blamed 
the indiſcretion of raiſing a wh” Ke ab- 
bot, at the firſt ſtep, to a lieutenant- ge- 
neral and colonel of a regiment of horſe 
without ſtaying ſome reaſonable time, as 
is uſual in ſuch cafes, until he had given 
ſome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of 
that intereſt and credit he pretended to 
a R „ RAVE 
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have in his country. But that is ſaid to be 
another lie; for he was a papiſi, and could 
not have a regiment : however this other 
lie is a truth too; for a regiment he had, 

and paid by us, Ra his agent monſieur /; 
Bas tor his uſe. The third is a blunder ; 
that I ſay Guiſcard's deſign was againſt 
Mr. ſecretary YA John, and yet my rea- 
ſonings upon it are, as if it were perſonally 

againſt Mr. Harley. But I ſay no ſuch 
thing, and my reaſonings are juſt. I relate 
only what Guiſcard faid in Meugate, be- 
cauſe it was a particularity the reader might 
be curious to know (and accordingly 1 it hes 
in a paragraph by itſelf, after my reflec- 
tions) but I never meant to be he er" 
for what Guiſcard ſaid, or thought it of 
weight enough for me to draw conclu- 
ſions from thence, when I had the addreſs 
of both houſes to direct me better; where 
it is expreſsly faid, hat Mr. Harley 8 fi- 
dehty to her 3 and geal for = er- 
vice have drawn upon him the haired of all 
the abettors of popery and faction. This 
is what | believe, and what I ſhall ſtick 


to, 


But, 
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But, alas! theſe are not the paſſages 
which have raiſed fo much fury againſt 
me. One or two miſtakes in facts of no 
importance, or a ſingle blunder, would 
not have provoked them; they are not ſo 
tender of my reputation as a writer. All 
their outrage is occaſioned by thoſe paſ- 
ſages in that paper, which they do not in 
the leaſt pretend to anſwer, and with the 
utmoſt reluctancy are forced to mention. 
They take abundance of pains to clear 
3 Guiſcard from a deſign againſt Mr. Har- 
y' life: but offer not one argument to 
4 their other friends, who in the buſi- 
neſs of Greg were equally guilty of the 
| /ame deſn againſt the /ame perſon; whoſe 
tongues were very ſwords, and whole pen- 
knives were axes. 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 


Thurſday, March 29, 1711 


— Sunt hic etiam ſua praemia laudi ; 
Stunt lachrymac rerum, et mentem mortalia 
tangunt. 5 


| Begin to be heartily weary of my em- 
ployment as Examiner; which I with 


the miniſtry would conſider with half fo E 


much concern as I do, and aſſign me ſome 
other with leſs pains, and a penſion. There 
may ſoon be a vacancy either on the bench, 
in the revenue, or the army, and I am 
equally qualified for each; but this trade 
of examining, 1 apprehend, may at one 
time or other go near to ſour my temper. 
I did lately propoſe, that ſome of thoſe in 
gienious pens, which are engaged on the 
other ſide, might be employed to ſucceed 
me; and I undertook to bring them over 
for Forer crown : but it was anſwered, 
that thoſe gentlemen do much better ſer- 
vice in the ſtations where they are. It was 
added, that abundance of abuſes yet re- 
_— to be laid open tothe world, which 


I had 
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I had often promiſed to do, but was too 
much diverted by other ſubjects that came 
into my. head. On the other fide, the ad- 
vice of ſome friends and the threats of 
many enemies have put me upon conſider- 
ing, what would become of me, F times 
ſhould alter: this J have done very mature- 
ly, and the reſult is, that I am in no man- 
ner of pain. I grant, that what I have 
ſaid upon occaſion concerning the late 
men in power may be called ſatyr by ſome 
unthinking people, as long as that faction 
is down ; but if ever they come into play 
again, I aſl give them warning before- 
hand, that I ſhall expect to be a favourite, 
and that thoſe pretended advocates of theirs 
will be pilloried for /h2//ers. For J appeal 
to any man, whether I ever charged that 
party, or its leaders, with one ſingle action 
or deſign, which (if we may judge by their 
tormer practices) they will not openly pro- 
teſs, be proud of, and ſcore up tor merit, 
when they come again to the head of af. 
fairs? I ſaid, they were inſolent to the 
Quzen: will they not value themſelves 
upon that, as an argument to prove them 


rad * EEE of the people's liberty ? I 
: R 3 affirmed, 
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affirmed, they were againſt a peace: will 
they be angry with me for ſetting forth the 
refinements of their politicks, in purſuing 
the only method left to preſerve them in 
power? I ſaid, they had involved the na- 
tion in debts, and engroſſed much of its 
money: they go beyond me, and boaſt 
they have got it 40, and the credit too. I 
have urged the probability of their intend- 
ing great alterations in religion and go- 
vernment: if they deſtroy both at their 
next coming, will they not reckon my 
foretelling it rather as a panegyrick than 
an affront? I faid, they had formerly a 
deſign againſt Mr. Hurley s life*: if they 
were now in power, wool they not im- 
mediately cut off his head, and thank me 
for juſtifying the ſincerity of their inten- 
tions? In ſhort, there is nothing I ever ſaid 
of thoſe worthy patriots, which may not 
be as well excuſed : therefore, as ſoon as 
they reſume their places, I poſitively deſign 
to put in my claim; and I think, may 
do it with a better grace than many of 
that party, who now make their court to 


* See The Examiner, Ne xxxii. 


the 
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the preſent miniſtry. I know two or three 
great men, at whoſe levees you may daily 
obſerve a ſcore of the moſt forward faces, 
which every body i is aſhamed of, except 
thoſe who wear them. But J conceive, 
my pretenſions will be upon a very dif- 
ferent foot. Let me offer a parallel caſe : 
ſuppoſe king Charles the firſt had entirely 
ſubdued the rebels at Vaſeby, and reduced 
the kingdom to his obedience; whoever 
had gone about to reaſon from the former 
conduct of thoſe /aints, that if the victory 
had fallen on their ſide, they would have 
murdered their prince, deſtroyed monar- 
chy and the church, and made the king's 
party compound for their eſtates as deli 
quents, would have been called a falſe 
uncharitable libeller by thoſe very perſons, 
who aſterwards gloried in all this, and 
called it the work of the Lord, when they 
happened to ſucceed. I remember there 
was a perſon fined and impriſoned for ſcan- 
dalum magnatum, becauſe he ſaid the duke 
of York was a papiſt : but when that prince 
came to be king, and made open profeſ- 
ſion of his religion, he had the juſtice im- 
medliately to releaſe his priſoner, who in 


R + his 
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his opinion had put a compliment upon 
him, and not a reproach : and therefore 
colonel Titus, who had warmly afferted 
the ſame thing in parliament, was made 
a privy counſellor. 
y this rule, if that, which for ſome 
politick reaſons is now called ſcandal up- 
on the late miniſtry, proves one day to be 
only an abſtract of ſuch a character as they 
will aſſume and be proud of, I think I may 
fairly offer my pretenſions, and hope for 
their favour: and I am the more confirm 
ed in this notion, by what I have obſerved 
in thoſe papers that come out weekly 
againſt the Examiner. The authors are 
perpetually telling me of my ingratitude 
to my maſters; that I 4/under and betray 
the cauſe; and write with more bitterneſs 
againſt thoſe who hire me, than againſt 
the whigs. Now I took all this at firſt 
only for ſo many ſtrains of wit, and pretty 
| paradoxes to divert the reader; but upon 
further thinking I find they are ſerious, 
I imagined I had complimented the pre- 
ſent miniſtry for their dutiful behaviour to 
the QuxEN, for their love of the old con- 
ſtitution in church and ſtate, for their 
gene 
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generoſity and juſtice, and for their deſire 


of a ſpeedy honourable peace: but it ſeeme 


J am miſtaken, and they reckon all this 


for ſatyr, becauſe it is directly contrary to 
the practice of all thoſe whom they ſet 


up to defend, and utterly againſt all their 


notions of a good miniſtry, Therefore I 
cannot but think they have reaſon on their 


| fide: for, ſuppoſe I ſhould write the cha- 
racter, of an honeſt, a religious, and a 
learned man; and ſend the firſt to /Vew- 
gate, the ſecond to the Grecian coffee- 
houſe, and the laſt to Whites; would they 
not all paſs for ſatyrs, and juſtly enough, 


among the companies to whom they were 


ſent? 

Having therefore employed foreral, pa- 
pers in ſuch fort of paneg yricks, and but 
very few on what they underſtand to be 
ſatyrs, I {hall henceforth upon occaſion 
be more liberal of the latter; of which 
they are like to have a taſte in the remain- 

der of this preſent paper. 


Among all the advantages which the 


kingdom hath received by the late change 
of miniſtry, the greateſt muſt be allowed 


to be the cal ling of the preſent parliament 


upon 


. 
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upon the diſſolution of the laſt. It is ac- 
knowledged, that this excellent aſſembly 
hath entirely recovered the honour of par- 
liaments, which had been unhappily pro- 
ſtituted for ſome years paſt by the factious 
proccedings of an unnatural majority in 
concert with a moſt corrupt adminiſtra- 
tion. It is plain by the preſent choice ot 
members, that the electors of England, 
when left to themſelves, do rightly under- 
ſtand their true intereſt. The moderate 
i begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong hands, and 
that things are now as they ſhould be. 
And as the preſent houſe of commons is 
the beſt repreſentative of the nation, that 
hath ever been ſummoned in our memo- 
ries, ſo they have taken care in their firſt 
ſeſſion by that noble bill of qualification ®, 
that future parliaments {ſhould be com- 
poſed of landed men; and our properties 
lie no more at the mercy of thoſe who have 
none themſelves, or at leaſt only what is 
tranſient or imaginary. If there be any 
gratitude in poſterity, the memory of this 


ie qu alification requir- land, either in poſſeſſion or cer- 
ec by this act is ſome eſtate in tain reverſion, See No xliv. 


aflcmbly 
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aſſembly will be always celebrated; if 
otherwiſe, at leaſt we, who ſhare in the 
bleſſings they derive to us, ought with 
grateful hearts to acknowledge them. 

I deſign in ſome following papers to 
draw up a lift (for I can do no more) of 
the great things this parliament hath al- 
ready performed; the many abuſes they 
have detected; their juſtice in deciding 
elections without regard to party; their 
chearfulneſs and addrets i in raiſing ſupplies 
for the war, and at the ſame time providing 
for the nation's debts; their duty to the 
QuzeN, and their kindneſs to the church. 
In the mean time I cannot forbear men- 
tioning two particulars, which in my opi- 
nion do diſcover in ſome meaſure the 
| temper of the preſent parhament, and 

bear analog y to thoſe paſſages related by 
Plutarch in the lives e 1 great men; 
which as himſelf obſerveth, although they 
be not of actions which make any great no % 
or figure in hiſtory, yet give more light into 
the characters of perſons, than we could re- 
cerve from an account of their mf} renowned 
atchievements. 


Some- 
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Something like this may be obſerved 
from two late inſtances of decency and good 
nature in that illuſtrious aſſembly I am 
ſpeaking of. The firſt was, when after that 
inhuman attempt upon Mr. Harley they 
were pleaſed to vote an addreſs to the 
QuzzN, wherein they expreſs their utmoſt 
deteſtation of the fact, their high eſteem 
and great concern for that able miniſter, 

and juſtly impute his misfortunes to that 
zeal for her majeſty's ſervice, which had 
araum upon him the haired of all the abettors 
, popery and faction. I dare athrm, that 
ſo diftinguſhing a mark of honour and 
good will from ſuch a parliament was more 
: acceptable to a perſon of Mr. Harley's ge- 
nerous nature, than the moſt Aue 
grant that was ever yet made to a ſubject; 
as her majeſty's anſwer, filled with gra- 
cious expreſſions in his favour, adds more 
o his real ghry, than any titles ſhe could 
3 The prince and repreſentatives of 
the whole kingdom join in their concern 
for ſo important a lite: theſe are the truc 
rewards of virtue; and this is the com- 
merce between noble ſpirits in a coin which 
the given knows where to beſtow, and the 
receiver 


N. 34. THE EXAMINER 253 


receiver how to value, althou gh neither a- 
varice nor ambition would be able to com- 
prehend its worth. 

The other inſtance I intend to produce 
of decency and good nature in the preſent 
houſe of commons, relates to their moſt 
worthy ſpeaker *; who having unfortu- 


nately loſt his eldeſt ſon, the aſſembly 


moved with a generous pity for ſo ſenſible 


an affliction adjourned themſelves for a 


week, that ſo good a ſervant of the pub- 
lick might have ſome interval to wipe a- 
way a father” s tears. And indeed that 
gentleman hath too juſt an occaſion for 
his grief by the death of a ſon, who had 
already acquired ſo great a reputation for 
every amiable quality, and who might 
have lived to be fo great an honour and 
an ornament to his ancient family. 

Before I conclude, I muſt deſire one fa- 
vour of the reader; that when he thinks it 
worth his while to peruſe any paper written 

againſt the Examiner, he will not form his 

judgment by any mangled quotation out 

of it, which he finds in ſuch papers, but 

be ſo juſt to read the paragraph referred 
* JV iliam Bremley, eſg, 

to, 
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to; which I am confident will be found a 
füffeient anſwer to all that ever thoſe pa- 
pers can object: at leaſt J have ſeen above 
fifty of them, and never yet obſerved one 
ſingle quotation tranſcribed with | common 
candor. 


NUMBER XXXV. 
Thurſday, 1 is 3 1711. 


* 2 fuo peccato impediantur, git Minus 
alterius peccata demonſirare poſſint. 


1 Have been conſidering the old conſti- 
L tution of this kingdom; comparing it 
with the monarchies and republicks where- 
of we meet ſo many accounts in ancient 
ſtory, and with thoſe at preſent in moſt 
parts of Europe. T have conſidered our re- 
ligion, eſtabliſhed here by the legiſlature 

ſoon after the reformation. I have Jikewiſe 
examined the genius and diſpoſition of the 
people under that reaſonable freedom they 
poſſeſs. Then I have turned my reflections 

upon thoſe two great diviſions of ig and 
zory (which ſome way or other take in 


the whole kingdom) with the principles 
they 
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they both profeſs, as well as thoſe where- 
with they reproach one another, From all 
this I endeavour to determine from which 
ſide her preſent majeſty may reaſonably 
hope for moſt ſecurity to her perſon and 
government; and to which ſhe ought in 
prudence to truſt the adminiſtration of her 
affairs. If theſe two rivals were really no 
more than parties according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word, I ſhould 
agree with thoſe politicians, whe think 
a prince deſcends from his dignity by 
| putting himſelf at the head of either; and 
that his wiſeſt courſe is to keep them i in a 
balance, railing or depreſſing either as it 
beſt ſuits with his deſigns. But when the 
viſible intereſt of his crown and kingdom 
lies on one ſide; and when the other is 
but a faction, raiſed and ſtrengthened by 
incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving 
the people with falſe repreſentations of 
things; he ought 1 in prudence to take the 
firſt opportunity of opening his ſubjects 
eyes, and declaring himſelf in favour of 
thoſe who are for preſerving the civil and 
religious rights of the nation, wherewith 
his own are ſo interwoven. 


Seen nt 
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This was certainly our caſe: for I do 
not take the heads, advocates, and fol- 
lowers of the whigs to make up ſtrictly 
ſpeaking a national party; being patched 
up of heterogeneous, inconſiſtent parts, 
whom nothing ſerved to unite, but the 
common intereſt of ſharing in the ſpoil 
and plunder of the people; their preſent 
_ dread of their adverſaries, by whom they 
apprehended to be called to an account; 


and that general conſpiracy of 5 | 


ing to overturn the church and ſtate, 
which however if they could have com- 
paſſed, they would certainly have fallen 
out among themſelves, and broke in pieces, 
as their predeceſſors did after they deſtroy- 
ed the monarchy and religion. For how 
could a whiz, who is againſt all diſcipline, 
agree with a preſbyterian, who carries it 
higher than the papiſis themſelves ? How 
could a ſocinian adjuſt his models to either? 
or how could any of theſe cement with a 
deifi, or free-thinker, when they came to 
conſult upon points of faith? Neither 
would they have agreed better in their 
ſyſtems of government; where ſome would 


have been for a king under the limitations 
of 
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of a duke of Venice; others for a. dutch 


republick; a third party for an ariſtocracy; 


and moſt of all for ſome new fabrick of 
their own contriving. 


But however, let us conſider them as 


a party, and under thoſe general tenets 


wherein they agreed, and which they pub- 


lickly owned, without charging them with 
any that they pretend to deny. Then, let 


us examine thoſe principles of the torres, 
| which their adverſaries allow them to pro- 


feſs, and do not pretend to tax them with 
any actions contrary to thoſe profeſſions : : 
after which let the reader Judge, from 
which of theſe two parties a prince hath 
moſt to fear ; and whether her majeſty did 


not conſider the eaſe, the ſafety, and dignity 


of her perſon, the ſecurity of her crown, 


and the tranſmiſſion of monarchy to her 


proteſtant ſucceſſors, when ſhe put her 
affairs into the preſent hands. 

Suppoſe the matter were not entire; 
the QUE Et N to make her choice; and 


for that end, ſhould order the principles 


on both ſides to be fairly laid before her. 
Firſt I conceive, the whig's would grant, that 


they have naturally no very great venera- 
tion 
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tion for crowned heads; that they allow the 


perſon of the prince may upon many oc- 
caſions be reſiſted by arms; and that they 
do not condemn the war raiſed againſt 
king Charles the firſt, or own it to be a 
rebellion, although they would be thought 


to blame his murder. They do not think 


theprerogative to be yet ſufficiently limited; 


and have therefore taken care (as a parti- 


cular mark of their veneration for the il- 


luſtrious houſe of Hanover) to clip it ſtill 


cloſer againſt the next reign; which con- 


ſequently they would be glad to ſee done 
in the preſent: not to mention, that the 
majority of them, if it were put to the vote, 
would allow that they prefer a common- 
wealth before a monarchy. As to religion ; : 


their univerſal undiſputed maxim is, that 
it ought to make no diſtinction at all 
among prote/zants; and in the word pro- 


zeſtant they include every body who is not 
a papiſt, and who will by an oath give 
ſecurity to the government. Union in diſ- 
cipline and doctrine, the offenſive ſin of 
ſchiſm, the notion of a church and a hier- 
archy, they laugh at as foppery, cant, and 
prieficraft. They ſee no neceſſity at all 
that 
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that there ſhould be a national faith; and 
what we uſually call by that name, they 
only ſtyle the religion of the magiſtrate * N 
Since the diſſenters and we agree in the 
main, why ſhould the difference of a few. 
ſpec ulative points or modes of dreſs 1 mea- 
pacitate them from ſerving their prince 
and country in a juncture, when we ought 
to have all hands up againſt the common 
enemy? and why ſhould they be forced 
to take the ſacrament from our clergy's 
hands, and in our poſture; or indeed why 
compelled to receive it at all, when they 
take an employment which has nothing to 
do with religion ? 
Theſe are the notions which moſt of 
that party avow, and which they do not 
endeavour to diſguiſe or ſet off with falſe 
colours, or complain of being miſrepre- 
ſented about. I have here placed them on 
purpoſe i in theſame light, which themſelves 
do in the very apologies they make for 
what we accuſe them of; and how invit- 
ing even theſe doctrines are for ſuch a 
monarch to Cloſe with, as our law both 


* See Letter on the tel, vol. ix, 


7 ſtatute 
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ſtatute. and common underſtands a king 
of England to be, let others decide. But 

then, if to theſe we ſhould add other opi- 
nions, which moſt of their own writers 


juſtify, and which their univerſal practice 


hath given a ſanction to; they are no 


more than what a prince might reaſonably 
expect, as the natural conſequence of thoſe 
avowed principles. For when ſuch perſons 
are at the head of affairs, the low opinion 
they have of princes will certainly lead 
them to violate that reſpect they ought to 
bear; and at the ſame time, their own 
want of duty to their ſovereign is largely 
made up, by exacting greater ſubmiſſions 
to themſelves from their fellow ſubjects: 
it being indiſputably true, that the ſame 
principle of pride and ambition makes a 
man treat his equals with inſolence, in the 
fame proportion as he affronts his ſuperi- 
ors; as both prince and people have ſuffi- 
ciently felt from the late miniſtry. 
Then, from their confeſſed notions of 
religion as above related, I ſee no reaſon 
to wonder, why they countenanced not 
only all forts of diſſenters, but the ſeveral 
E radati wns of free-thinkers among, us (all 


which 
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which are openly enrolled in their party;) 
nor why they were ſo very averſe from the 
preſent eſtabliſhed form of worſhip, which 
by preſcribing obedience to princes from 
the topick of conſcience would be ſure to 
thwart all their ſchemes of innovation. 
One thing I might add, as another ac- 
knowledged maxim in that party, and in 
my opinion as dangerous to the conſtitu- 
tion as any I have mentioned; I mean, 
that of preferring on all occaſions the 
monied intereſt before the landed; which 
they were ſo far from denying, that they 
would gravely debate the reaſonableneſs 
and juſtice of it; and at the rate they went 
on, might in a little time have found a 
majority of repreſentatives fitly qualified 
| to lay thoſe heavy burdens on the reſt of 
the nation, which themſelves would not 
touch with one of their fingers. 
However, to deal impartially, there are 
ſome motives, which might compel a prince 
under the neceſſity of affairs to deliver 
himſelf over to that party. They were ſaid 
to pofleſs the great bulk of caſh, and con- 
ſequently of credit in the nation; and the 
heads of them had the reputation of pre- 
e 8 ſiding 
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ſiding over thoſe ſocieties, who have the 
great direction of both: fo that all appli- 
cations for loans to the publick ſervice up- 
on any emergency muſt be made through 
them; and it might prove highly danger- 
ous to diſoblige them, becauſe in that caſe 
it was not to be doubted, that they would 
be obſtinate and DC. ready to ob- 
ſtruct all affairs, not only by ſhutting their 
own purſes, but by I arp. to ſink 

credit, although with ſome preſent ima- 
ginary loſs to themſelves, only t to ſhew it 
was a creature of their own. 
From this ſummary of whio principles 
and diſpoſitions we find, what a prince 
may reaſonably fear and hope from that 
party. Let us now very briefly conſider 
the doctrines of the zories, which their ad- 
verſaries will not diſpute.. As they prefer 
a well regulated monarchy before all other 

forms of goyernment, ſo they think it next 
to impoſlible to alter that inſtitution here, 
without involvingour whole iſland in blood 
and deſolation. They believe, that the pre- 
rogative of a ſovereign ought at leaſt to be 
held as facred and inviolable as the rights of 
his people; if only for this reaſon, becauſe 
without 
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without a due ſhare of power he will not 
be able to protect them. They think, that 
by many known laws of this als both 
ſtatute and common, neither the perſon” 
nor lawful authority of the prince ought 
upon any pretence whatſoever to be re- 
| fiſted or diſobeyed. Their ſentiments in 
relation to the church are known enough, 
and will not be controverted, being juſt 
the reverſe to what I have delivered as the 
| dodtrine and practice of the whigs upon 
| that article. 
But here I muſt likewiſe deal impar- 
tially too; and add one principle as a cha- 
ric of the zories, which hath much 
diſcouraged ſome princes from making 
uſe of them in affairs. Give the whzgs but 
power enough to inſult their ſovereign, 
engroſs his favours to themſelves, and to 
oppreſs and plunder their fellow-ſubjects ; - 
they preſently grow into good humour and 
good language towards the crown; profeſs 
they will ſtand by it with their 100 and 
fortunes; and whatever rudeneſſes they 
may be guilty of in private, yet they aſ- 
ſure the world that there never was ſo 
| gracious a monarch. But to the ſhame of 
S 4 the 
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the zories it muſt be confeſſed, that no- 
thing of all this hath been ever obſerved 
in them; in or out of favour, you ſee no 
alteration, farther than a little cheerful- 
neſs or cloud in their countenances: the 
higheſt employments can add nothing to 
their loyalty; but their behaviour to their 
prince, as well as their expreſſions of love 


and duty, are in all conditions exactly che | 


ſame. 


Having thus impartially Rated the avow- 
ed principle of whip and zory; let the reader 
determine as he pleaſeth, to which of theſe 
two a wiſe prince may, with moſt ſafety 
to himſelf and the publick, truſt his per- 
fon and his affairs; Po lather it were 
raſhneſs or prudence in her majeſty to 
make thoſe changes in the miniſtry, which 


have been fo hiokly extolled by ſome, and 
- condemned by others, 
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NUMBER XXXVII. 
Thurſday, Ap 12, 1711. 


Tres ſoecies tam diſſimiles, tria talia texta, 
Una dies dedit exitio — 


Write this paper for the ke «i the 
2 whom I take to be the moſt 
ſpreading branch of the whis party, that 
| profeſſeth chriſtianity ; and the only one that 
| ſeems to be zealous for any particular ſy- 
ſtem of it; the bulk of thoſe we call the 
low- hee being generally indifferent and 
undetermined in that point; and the other 
ſubdiviſions having not yet taken either 
the Old or New Teſtament into their 
ſcheme. B y the diſſenters therefore it will 
| eaſily be underſtood that I mean the pre/- 
byterians, as they include the ſects of ana- 


baptiſts, independents, and others, which 
have been melted down into them ſince 


the re/foration. This ſect, in order to make 
itſelf national, having gone ſo far as to 
raiſe a n murder their king, de- 
ſtroy monarchy and the church, was af- 
terwards broken in pieces by its own di- 

viſions; 
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viſions; which made way for the king's 
return from his exile. However the zeal- 
ous among them did ſtill entertain hopes of 
recovering the dominion of grace; whereof 
I have read a remarkable paſſage in a 

book publiſhed about the year 1661, and 
written by one of their own ſide. As one 
of the regicides was going to his execu- 
tion, a friend aſked him, whether he thought 
the cauſe would revive? He anſwered, he 
cauſe zs in the boſom of Chriſt; and as fore 
as Chriſt roſe from the dead, ſo ſure will the 
cauſe revive alſo. And therefore the noncom- 

 formiſts were ſtrictly watched, and reſtrain- 

ed by penal laws, during he reign of king 
Charles the ſecond ; the court and kingdom 
looking on them as a faction ready to join 
in any deſign againſt the government in 
church or ſtate. And ſurely this was rea- 

ſonable enough, while ſo many continued 

alive who had voted, and fought, and 
preached againſt both, and gave no proof 

that they had changed their principles. 
The nonconformiſis were then exactly up- 
on the ſame foot with our zonfurors now, 
whom we double tax, forbid their con- 
venticles, and oP under hatches, without 


thinking 


9 
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thinking ourſelves poſſeſſed with a perſe- 


cuting ſpirit; becauſe we know they want 
nothing but the power to ruin us. This, 
in my opinion, ſhould altogether ſilence 
the diſſenters complaints of perſecution 


under king Charles the ſecond; or make 


them ſhew us wherein they differed at that 
time, from what our jacobites are now. 
Their inclinations to the church were 


| foon diſcovered, when king James the ſe- 


cond ſucceeded to the Crown, with whom 


1 they unanimouſly Joined i in its ruin to 
| reyenge themſelves for that reſtraint, they. 


had moſt juſtly ſuffered in the foregoing 
reign, not from the perſecuting temper. 
of the clergy, as their clamours would ſug- 
geſt, but the prudence and caution of the 


| legiſlature. The fame indulgence againſt 


= was made uſe of by them and the 
papiſfts; and they amicably employed their 
power, as in defence of one common in- 
tereſt. pot 

But the revolution happening ſoon 4 
ter ſerved to waſh away the memory of 
the rebellion; upon which the run againſt 
popery was no doubt as juſt and ſeaſonable, 
AS that of a alter the reſtoration ; 


and 
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and the dread of popery being then our 
| lateſt danger, and conſequently the moſt 
freſh upon our ſpirits, all mouths were 
open againſt that; the diſſenters were re- 
_ warded ith an indulgence by law; the 
_ rebellion and king's murder were now no 
longer a reproach; the former was only a 
civil war, and whoever durſt call it a re- 
Bellion was a jacobite and friend to France. 
This was the more unexpected, becauſe 
the revolution being wholly brought about 
by church of England hands, they hoped 
one good conſequence of it would be the 
relieving us from the encroachments of 
diſſenters, as well as thoſe of papiſts; ſince 
both had equally confederated towards our 
tuin: and therefore, when the crown was 
new ſettled, it was hoped at leaſt, that the 
reſt of the conftivntion would be reſtored. 
But this affair took a very different turn : 
the a5ſſenters had juſt made a ſhift to ſave a 
tide, and join with the prince of Orange, | 
when they found all was deſperate with | 
their protector king James; and obferving 
a party then forming againſt the old prin- 
_ eiples in church and ſtate, under the name 
of whigs and /ow-chrrechmer, they liſted 


them- 
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themſelves of it, where they have ever ſince 
continued. 

It is therefore, upon the foot they n now 
are, that I would apply myſelf to them, 
and deſire they would conſider the different 
| circumſtances at preſent, from what they 
were under, when they began their deſigns 
againſt the church and monarchy about 
ſeventy years ago. At that juncture they 
| made up the body of the party; and who- 
| ſoever joined with them from principles of 
revenge, diſcontent, ambition, or love of 
| change, were all forced: v0 ſhelter under 
their denomination; united heartily in the 
pretences of a further and purer reforma- 
tion in religion, and of advancing the great 
work (as the cant was then) that God was 
about to do in theſe nations; received the 
ſyſtems of doctrine and diſcipline preſcrib- 
ed by the Scots, and readily took the co- 
venant ; ſo that there auen no diviſion 
among them, till after the common enemy 
was ſubdued. 

But now their caſe is quite otherwiſe; 
and I can hardly think it worth being of 
a party, upon the terms they have been 

received of late years. For ſuppoſe the 
whole 
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whole faction ſhould at len oth ſucceed in 
their deſign of deſtroying the church; are 
they ſo weak to imagine, that the new 
modelling of religion -would be put into 

their hands? Would their brethren, the 
lIrw-churchmen and free-thinkers, ſubmit to 
their di/cipline, their /ynods, or their claſſes ; 
and divide the lands of biſhops, or deans 
and chapters, among them? How can 
they help obſerving, that their allies, in- 
ſtead of pretending more ſanctity than 
other men, are ſome of them for levelling 
all religion; and the reſt for aboliſhing it? 
Is it not manifeſt, that they have been 
treated by their confederates exactly after 
the ſame. manner as they were by king 
James the ſecond; made inſtruments to 
ruin the church; not for their own ſakes, 
but under a pretended project of univerſal 
freedom in opinion to advance the dark 
deſigns of thoſe who employ them? For, 
excepting the antimonarchical principle, and 
a few falſe notions about /berty, I ſee but 
little agreement betwixtthem ; and even in 
theſe, I believe, it would be impoſſible to 
contrive a frame of government that would 
pleaſe them all, if they bad it now in their 


POWET 
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power to try. But however, to be ſure, 
the preſbyterian inſtitution would never 
obtain. For ſuppoſe they ſhould, in imi- 
tation of their predeceſſors, propoſe to have 
no king but our Saviour CHRIS TH; the 
whole clan of free-thinkers would imme- 
diately obje& and refuſe his authority. 
Neither would their /w-church brethren 
uſe them better, as well knowing what 
| enemies they are to that doctrine of un- 
limited toleration, wherever they are ſuf- 
fered to preſide. So that upon the whole 
I do not lee, as their preſent circumſtances 
ſtand, where the diſſenters can find better 
quarter than from the church of England. 
Beſides, I leave it to their conſideration, 
whether, with all their zeal againſt the 
church, they ought not to ſhew a little 
decency; and how far it conſiſts with their 
reputation to act in concert with ſuch con- 
federates. It was reckoned a very infamous 
proceeding in the prefent us, chriſtian 
king to aſſiſt the Turk againſt the emperor : 
policy and reaſons of ſtate were not allow- 
ed ſufficient excuſes for taking part with 
an infidel againſt a believer. It is one of 
the d; Hauer quarrels againſt the church, 
that 
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that ſhe is not enough reformed from po 
 pery : yet they boldly entered into a league 
with papr/ts and a popiſb prince to deſtroy 
her. They profeſs much ſanctity, and ob- 
ject againſt the wicked lives of ſome of 
our members; yet they have been long, 
and ſtill continue, in ſtrict combination 
with Ibertines and atbeiſts to contrive our 
ruin. What if the Jews ſhould multiply, 
and become a formidable party among us? 
Would the diſſenters join in alliance with 
them likewiſe, becauſe they agree already 
in ſome general principles, and becauſe the 
 Fews are allowed tobe a fi- 8 ecled amd re- 
bellious people? 
It is the part of wiſe men to . 
their paſſions, when they are not in cir- 
cumſtances of exerting them to purpoſe: 
The arts of getting power, and preſerving 
indulgence, are very different. For the 
former, the reaſonable hopes of the di/- 
ſenters ſeem. to be at an end; their com- 
rades, the whigs and free-thinkers, are juſt 
in a condition proper to be forſaken; and 
the parliament, as well as the body of the 
people, will be deluded no longer. Beſides, 
it ſometimes happens for a cauſe to be 
5 exhauſted 
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exhauſted and worn out, as that of the 
whips in general ſeems at preſent to be: 
the nation had felt enough of it. It is as 
vain to hope reſtoring that decayed inter- 
eſt, as for a man of ſixty to talk of enter- 
ing on a new ſcene of life, that is only pro- 
per for youth and vigour. New circum- 
ſtances and new men muſt ariſe, as well as 
new occafions, which are not like to hap- 
pen in our time. So that the diſſenters 
have no game left at preſent, but to ſecure 
their indulgence : 1 in order to which, I will 
be ſo bold to offer them ſome acl. 
Firſt, That until ſome late proceedings 
are a little forgot, they would take care not 
to provoke, by any violence of tongue or 
pen, ſo great a majority as there is now 
againſt them; nor keep up any longer that 
combination with their broken allies ; but 
diſperſe themſelves, and lie dormant againſt 
ſome better opportunity. I have ſhewn 
they could have got no advantage, if the 
hee party had prevailed; and they will 
I certainly loſe none by its fall, unleſs through 
their own fault. They pretend a mighty 
veneration for the Queen; let them give 
| proof of it by quitting the ruined intereſt 
E ij ER - of 


27 THE EXAMINER. Nez. 


of thoſe, who have uſed her ſo ill; and by 
a due reſpect to the perſons ſhe is pleaſed 
do truſt at preſent with her affairs. When 
they can no longer hope to govern, when 
ſtruggling can do them no good, and may 
poſſibly hurt them; what is left, but to 
be filent and paſſive ? 
Secondly, Although there be no law 
| (beſides that of God almighty) againſt c- 
tafrmal conformity, it would be prudence 
in the diſſenters to uſe it as tender y as they 
can: for beſides the infamous hypocriſy of 
the thing itſelf, too frequent practice would 
perhaps make a remedy neceſſary. And 
after all they have faid to juſtify themſelves 
in this point, it ſtill continues hard to con- 
ceive, how thoſe conſciences can pretend 
to be ſcrupulous, upon which an employ- 
ment hath more power than the love of 
unity. 

In the laſt place, I am humbly of opi- 
nion, that the diſſenters would do well to 
drop that lem they have learned from 
their directors, of affecting to be under 
horrible apprehenſions, that the zores are 
in the intereſt of the pretender, and would 


be ready to embrace the firſt opportunity 
of 
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of inviting him over. It is with the worſt 
grace in the world that they offer to join 
in the cry upon this article: as if thoſe, 
Who alone ſtood in the gap againſt all the 
encroachments of popery and arbitrary 
power, are not more likely to keep out 
both than a ſett of /chi/anatichs, who to 
gratify their ambition and revenge did, by 
the meaneſt compliances, encourage and 
ſpirit up that unfortunate prince to fall 
upon ſuch meafures, as muſt at laſt have 


ended in the ruin of our liberty and re- 
Pe 


5 wit hes who give 3 
the trouble to write to the Examiner, 
would conſider whether what they ſend 
be proper for ſuch a paper to take no- 
tice of. I had one letter laſt week, 
written as I ſuppoſe by a divine, to 
deſire I would offer fome reaſons a- 
gainſt a bill now before the parliament 
for aſcertaining the rythe of hops ; from 
which the writer apprehends great da- 
mage to the clergy, eſpecially the poorer 
wvicars. If it be as he ſays (and he ſeems 

to argue very reaſonably upon it) the 
2 con- 
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Convocation now. ſitting will no doubt 
upon due application repreſent the 
matter to the houſe of commons; and 
he may expect all juſtice and favour 
from that great body, who have already 
appeared fo tender _ their 71ghts. 

A gentleman likewiſe, who hath ſent 
me ſeveral letters relating to perſona! 
hardſhips he received from ſome of the 
late miniſtry, is adviſed to publiſh a 
narrative of them, they being too large, | 


and not proper for this paper. 


N U M BER XXXVII 
Thurſday, * 19, 1711. 


Semper — eventorum magis mavent qua 
iſa eventa. 


I AM glad to obſerve that ſeveral among 
4 the k. have begun very much to 
change their language of late. 'The ſtyle 
is now among the reaſonable part of them, 
when they meet a man in buſineſs, or a 
member of parliament; well gentlemen, if 
you go on as you have hitherto done, we 150 


270 longer have any pretence 10 complain. 
'F hey 
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They find it ſeems, that there have been yet 
no overtures made to bring in the preten- 
der, nor any preparatory ſteps towards it. 
They read no enflaving votes, nor bills 
brought in to endanger the ſubject. The 
indulgence to {crupulous conſciences is 
again confirmed from the throne, inviola- 
bly preſerved, and not the leaſt whiſper 
offered that may affect it. All care is taken 
to ſupport the war; ſupplies cheerfully 
| granted, and funds readily ſubſcribed to, 
in ſpight of the little arts made uſe of to 
diſcredit them. The Juſt reſentments of 
ſome, which are laudable in themſelves, 
and which at another juncture it might be 
proper to give way to, have been ſoftened 
or diverted by the calmneſs of others. So 
that upon the article of preſent manage- 
ment I do not ſee how any objection of 
weight can well be raiſed. 
However our adverſaries ſtill alledge, 
that this great ſucceſs was wholly unex- 
pected, and out of all probable view : that 
. publick affairs we ought leaſt of all 
others to judge by events: that the at- 
tempt of changing a miniſtry during the 

difficulties of a long war was raſh and 
1 3 incon- 
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inconſiderate: that if the QuEEN were 
diſpoſed, by her inclinations or from any 
perſonal diflike, for ſuch a change, i it might 
have been done with more ſafety in a time 
of peace; that if it had miſcarried by any 
of thoſe incidents, which in all appearance 
might have intervened, the conſequences 
would perhaps have ruined the whole con- 
federacy: and therefore, however it hath 
now ſucceeded, the experiment Was too 
dangerous to try. 

But this is what we can by no means 
allow them. We never will admit raſhneſs 
or chance to have produced all this har- 
mony and order. It is viſible to the world, 
that the ſeveral ſteps towards this change 
were ſlowly taken, and with the utmoſt 
caution. The overs obſerved as they went 
on, how matters would bear; and advan- 
ced no farther at firſt, than ſo as they 
might be able to ſtop or go back, if cir- 
cumſtances were not mature. T hings were 
grown to ſuch a heighth, that it was no 
longer the queſtion, whether a perſon, who 
aimed at an employment, were a whig or 
zory ; much leſs whether he had merit, or 
proper abilities, for what he pretended to: 


he 
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he muſt owe his preferment only to the 
favourites; and the crown was ſo far from 
nominating, that they would not allow it a 
negative. This the QUzEN was reſolved no 
longer to endure; and began to break into 
their preſcription by beſtowing one or two 
places of conſequence without conſulting 
her ehhori, after they had fixed them for 
others, and concluded as uſual, that all 
their buſineſs was to ſignify their pleaſure 
to her majeſty. But although the perſons 
the Quzex had choſen were ſuch, as no 
_ objection could well be raiſed againſt up- 
on the ſcore of party, yet the o/igarchy took 
the alarm; their ſovereign authority was 
it ſeems called in queſtion ; they grew into 
anger and diſcontent, as if their undoubted 
rights were violated. All former obliga- 
tions to their ſovereign now became can- 
celled; and they put themſelves upon the 
foot of people, who are hardly uſed after 
the moſt eminent ſervices. 
I belieye all men, who know any thing 
in politicks, will agree, that a prince thus 
treated by thoſe he hath moſt confided in, 
and perpetually loaded with his favours, 
ought to extricate himſelf as ſoon as poſ- 


* ſible; 
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inconſiderate: that if the QUEEN were 

diſpoſed, by her inclinations or from any 

perſonal diſlike, for ſuch a change, it might 
have been done with more ſafety in a time 
of peace; that if it had miſcarried by any 
of thoſe incidents, which in all appearance 

might have intervened, the conſequences 
would perhaps have ruined the whole con- 
federacy: and therefore, however it hath 
now {ucceeded, the experiment was too 
dangerous to try. 

But this is what we can by no means 
allow them. We never will admit raſhneſs 
or chance to have produced all this har- 
mony and order. It is viſible to the world, 
that the ſeveral ſteps towards this change 
were ſlowly taken, and with the utmoſt _ 
caution. The overs obſerved as they went 
on, how matters would bear; and advan- 
ced no farther at firſt, than ſo as they 
might be able to ſtop or go back, if cir- 
cumſtances were not mature. T hing were 
grown to ſuch a heighth, that it was no 
longer the queſtion, whether a perſon, who 
aimed at an employment, were a whig or 
zory; much leſs whether he had merit, or 
proper abilities, for what he pretended to: 
he 
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he muſt owe his preferment only to the 
- favourites; ; and the crown was ſo far from 
nominating, that they would not allow it a 


negative. This the QUzzN was reſolved no 
longer to endure ; and began to break into 


their preſcription by beſtowing one or two 


places of conſequence without conſulting 
her ephori, after they had fixed them for 


others, and concluded as uſual, that all 


their buſineſs was to ſignify their pleaſure 
to her majeſty. But although the perſons 


the Quzzx had choſen were ſuch, as no 
objection could well be raiſed againſt up- 
on the ſcore of party, yet the oligarchy took 


the alarm; their ſovereign authority was 


it ſeems called in queſtion; they grew into 
anger and diſcontent, as if their undoubted 
rights were violated. All former obliga- 


tions to their ſovereign now became can- 


celled; and they put themſelves upon the 


foot of people, who are hardly uſed after 


the moſt eminent ſervices. 


I belieye all men, who know any thing 


in politicks, will agree, that a prince thus 
treated by thoſe he hath moſt confided in, 
and perpetually loaded with his —_— 
ought to extricate himſelf as ſoon as poſ- 
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ſible; and is then only blameable in his 
choice of time, when he defers one minute 
alter it is in his power; becauſe from the 
monſtrous encroachments of exorbitant 
avarice and ambition - he cannot tell how 

long it may continue to be ſo. And it will 
be found upon enquiring into hiſtory, that 
moſt of thoſe princes, who have been ru- 
ined by favourites, have owed their miſ- 
fortune to the neglect of earlier remedies; 
: deferring to ſtruggle, 1 until wy were quite 
funk, 
Ihe whips are every day curfing the 
ungovernable rage, the hau ghty pride, and 
inſatiable covetouſneſs of a certain perſon, 
as the cauſe of their fall; and are apt to 
tell their thoughts, that one fingle removal 
might have ſet all things right. But the 
intereſts of that frgle perſon were found 
upon experience ſo complicated and wo- 
ven with the reſt by love, by awe, by mar- 
riage, by alliance, that they would rather 
confound heaven and earth, than diſſolve 
ſuch an union. 
I have always heard and 8 
that a king of England poſſeſſed of his 
peoples hearts, at the head of a free par- 
lament, 
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liament, and in full agreement with a 
great majority, made the true figure in the 
world that ſuch a monarch ought to do; 
and purſued the real intereſt of himſelf 
and his kingdom. Will they allow her 


majeſty to be in thoſe circumſtances at 


| preſent? And was it not plain by the ad- 
| dreſſes ſent from all parts of the iſland, and 


by the viſible diſpoſition of the people, 


| that ſuch a parliament would undoubtedly 
be choſen? And ſo it proved, without the 


court's uſing any arts to influence elec- 
tions. 

What people then are theſe in a corner, 
| to whom the conſtitution muſt truckle ? 
If the whole nation's credit cannot ſupply 
| funds for the war, without humble appli- 
| cations from the entire legiſlature to a few 
| retailers of money, it is high time we ſhould 
| ſue for a peace. What new maxims are 
theſe, which neither we nor our forefathers 


ever heard of before, and which no wiſe 
inſtitution would ever allow? Muſt our 
laws from henceforward paſs the Bazk and 


Eaſt India company, or have their royal 
aſſent betore they are in force? 
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To hear ſome of theſe worthy reaſoners 


talking of credit, that ſhe is ſo nice, ſo 


ſqueamiſh, ſo capricious, you would think 


they were deſcribing a lady troubled with 


vapours or the cholick to be removed 


only by a courſe of flee, or ſwallowing a 


bullet. By the narrowneſs of their thoughts 
done would imagine, they conceived the 


world to be no wider than Exchange alley. 


It is probable zhey may have ſuch a fickly 
dame among them; and it is well if ſhe 


hath no worſe diſeaſes, conſidering what 
hands ſhe paſſes through. But the national 
credit is of another complexion; of ſound 
health, and an even temper; her life and 
exiſtence being a quinteſſence drawn from 
the vitals of the whole kingdom: and we 
find theſe money politicians, after all their 
noiſe, to be of the ſame opinion by the 
court they paid her, when ſhe lately ap- 
peared to them in the form of a lottery. 
As to that mighty error in politicks they 
charge upon the QUEEN, for changing her 
miniſtry i in the heighth of a war, I ſuppoſe 
it is only looked upon as an error under a 
whiggiſh adminiſtration z otherwiſe the late 
king had much to anſwer for, who did it 


pretty 


„ Er ad [ 
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pretty frequently. And it is well known, 


that the late miniſtry of famous memory 
was brought in during the preſent war ; 


only with this circumſtance, that two or 


three of the chief did firſt change their own 


principles, and then took in ſuitable com- 


panions. 
But however, I ſee no reaſon why the 


| zZories ſhould not value their wiſdom by 


events, as well as the whigs. N othing was 
ever thought a more precipitate, raſh 


| counſel than that of altering the coin at the 


juncture it was done; yet the prudence of 
the undertaking was ſufficientl juſtified 
by the ſucceſs. Perhaps it will be ſaid, that 
the attempt was neceſſary, n the 
whole ſpecies of money was ſo grievouſſy 
clipped and counterfeit : and is not her 
majeſty's authority as ſacred as her coin? 
And hath not that been moſt ſcandalouſſy 


clipped ind mangled, and often counter 


feited too? 


It is another grievous complaint of the 


whips, that their late friends, and the whole 
party are treated with abundance of ſeve- 
rity in print, and in particular by the Ex- 
aminer, I hey think it hard, that when 

they 
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they are wholly deprived of power, hated 


by the people, and out of all hope of re- 


ctabliſking themſelves, their infirmitics 


| ſhould be fo often diſplayed in order to 


render them yet more od:ous to mankind. 


This is what they employ their writers to 
ſet forth in their papers of the week ; and 
it is humourous enough to 99 one 

page taken up in railing at the Examiner 

for his invectives againſt a diſcarded mi- 

niſtry, and the other ſide filled with the 
falſeſt and vileſt abuſes againſt thoſe who 
are now in the higheſt power and cre- 
dit with their ſovereign, and whoſe leaſt 

breath would ſcatter them into ſilence and 
obſcurity. However, although I have in- 
deed often wondered to ſee ſo much li- 
centiouſneſs taken and connived at, and 
am ſure it would not be ſuffered in any 
other country of Chriflendom; yet I never 
once invoked the aſſiſtance of the gaol or 
billory, which upon the leaſt provocation 
was the uſual ſtyle during their tyranny. 
There hath not paſſed a week theſe twenty 
years without ſome malicious paper ſcat- 
tered in every coftee-houſe by the emil- 
faries of that party, whether it were dow 

Ox 
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or up. I believe they will not pretend to 
object the fame thing to us: nor do I re- 


member any conſtant weekly paper with 


reflections on the late miniſtry or junts. 


They have many weak defenceleſs vey 3 
they have not been uſed to a regular at- 
tack, and therefore it is that they are ſo ill 


able to endure one, when it comes to be 
their turn. So that they complain more of 
a few months truths from us, than we did 


of all their lies, and malice for twice as 
many Years. 


I cannot forbear obſerving U pon this 
occaſion, that thoſe worthy authors I am 


ſpeaking of, ſeem to me not fairly to re- 


pr reſent the ſentiments of their party; who 
in diſputing with us do generally give up 
ſeveral of the late miniſtry, and freely own 
many of their failings. They confeſs the 
monſtrous debt upon the navy to have been 
eauſed by moſt ſcandalous miſmanage- 
ment; they allow the /o/ence of ſome, and 
the avarice of others, to have been inſup- 
portable: but theſe gentlemen are moſt 
liberal of their praiſes to thoſe perſons, 
and upon thoſe very articles, where their 
wiſeſt friends give up the point. They 

gravely 
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gravely tell us, that /zch A one was the 
moſt faithful ſervant that ever any prince 
had; another the moſt dutiful; a Hird, the 
molt generous; a fourth, of the greateſt 
integrity : fo that I look upon theſe cham- 
pions rather as retained by a cabal than a 
party; which I deſire the reaſonable men 
among them would pleaſe to conſider. 


NUMBER XXXVIIL 
Thurſday, April 26, 1711 


7 ndignum et i in ea civitate, gude legibus com- 
tinetur, d. tſcedi a legibus. 


1 Have been oſten conſidering hai it 
comes to pals, that the dexterity of man- 
kind in evil ſhould always out-grow not 
only the prudence and caution of private 
perſons, but the continual expedience of 
the wiſeſt laws contrived to prevent it. I 
cannot imagine a knave to poſſeſs a greater 
ſhare of natural wit or genius, than an 
honeſt man. I have known very notable 
ſharpers at play, who upon all occaſions, 
were as great dunces as human ſhape can 


well allowz and I believe, the ſame might be 
obſerved 


9 
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obſerved among the other knots of thieves 
and pick-pockets about this town. The 


propoſition however is certainly true, and 
to be confirmed by an hundred inſtances. 
A ſcrivener, an attorney, a ſtock-jobber, 


and many other retailers of fraud ſhall not 


only be able to over-rcach others much 


wiſer than themſelves, but find out new 


inventions to elude the force of any law 
made againſt them. I ſuppoſe the reaſon 
of this may be, that as the aggreſſor is {aid 
to have generally the advantage of the 


defender, ſo the makers of the law, which 


is to defend our rights, have uſually not ſo 
much induſtry or vigour as thoſe, whoſe 


intereſt leads them to attack it. Beſides, 


it rarely happens that men are rewarded 
by the publick for their juſtice and virtue; 


neither do thoſe, who act upon ſuch prin- | 


ciples, expect any recompence until the 


next world: whereas fraud, where it ſuc- 
ceeds, gives preſent pay; and this 1s al- 


lowed the greateſt ſpur imaginable both 
to labour and invention. When a law is 
made to ſtop ſome growing evil, the wits 
of thoſe, whoſe intereſt it is to break it 
with ſecrecy or impunity, are immediately 

AC 
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at work; and even amon g thoſe who pre- 
tend to fairer characters, many would 

gladly find means to avoid what they would 
not be thought to violate. They deſire to 
reap the e if poſſible without the 
ſhame, or at leaſt without the danger. 

This art is what I take that dextrous race 
of men, ſprung up ſoon after the revolu- 
tion, to have ſtudied with great applica- 
tion ever ſince; and to have arrived at 
great perfection in. According to the 
doctrine of ſome rumiſb caſuiſts, they 
have found out guam prope ad peccatum 
ene peccato poſſint accedere; they can tell 
how to go within an inch of an impeach- 
ment, and yet come back untouched. 
They know what degree of corruption will 
juſt forfeit an employment, and whether 
the bribe you receive be ſufficient to ſet 
you right, and put ſomething in your 
Pocket beſides: how much to a penny, 
you may fafely cheat the Quzen, whether 
torty, fifty, or lixty fer cent. according to. 
the ſtation you are in, and the diſpoſitions 
of the perſons in office below and above 
you. They have computed the price you 
may ſecurely take or give for a place, = 
what 


; W 32. THE EXAMINER. 289 
what part of the falary you ought to re- 


ſerve: they can diſcreetly diſtribute five 


hundred pounds in a ſmall borou oh with- 


out any danger from the ſtatutes againſt 
bribing elections. They can manage a 


bargain for an office by a third, fourth, or 


fifth hand; fo that you ſhall not "AMS 


whom to acute; they can win a thou- 


land guineas at play in ſpight of the dice, 


and ſend away the loſer ſatisfied. They 


can pals the moſt exorbitant accounts, 


over-pay the creditor with half his de- 


mands, and fink the reſt. 


It would be endleſs to relate, or rather 
indeed impoſſible to diſcover the ſeveral 


arts, which curious men have found out to 


enrich themſelves by defrauding the publick 


in defiance of the law. The military men 


both by ſea and land have equally cul- 


tivated this moſt uſeful ſcience: neither 


hath it been altogether neglected by uy ; 


other ſex; of which, on the contrary, I 


could produce an intens that would make 


ours bluſh to be ſo far out-done. 


| Beſides, to confeſs the truth, our laws 
E SOIT x oo are extremely defective in many 


articles, which I take to be one il! effect of 
Txt 7 NF: | our 
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our beſt poſſeſſion, liberty. Some years ago 
the ambaſſador of a great prince was ar- 
reſted, and outrages committed on his 
perſon i in our ſtreets, without any poſſibi- 
lity of redreſs from . eftminſter-hall, ; 8 
the prerogative of the ſovereign ; and the 
legiſlature was forced to provide a remedy 
againſt the like evils in time to come. A 
commiſſioner of the ſtamped paper was 
lately diſcovered to have notoriouſly cheat- 
ed the publick of great ſums for many 
years by counterfeiting the ſtamps, which 
the law hath made capital: but the ag- 
gravation of his crime proved to be the 
cCauſe that ſaved his life; and that addi- 
tional heightening circumſtance of be- 
traying his truſt was found to be a legal 
defence. I am aſſured, that the notorious 
cheat of the brewersat Porymouth, detected 
about two months ago in parliament, can- 
not by any law now in force be puniſhed 
in any degree equal to the guilt and infa- 
my of it. Nay, what is almoſt incredible, 
had Guiſcardò ſurvived his deteſtable at- 
tempt upon Mr. Harlzy's perſon, all the 


* He died of the wounds he received. 


inflaming 
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inflaming circumſtances of the fact would 
not have ſufhced, in the opinion of many 
lawyers, to have puniſhed him with death; 
and the publick muſt have lain under his 
dilemma, either to condemn him by a law 
ex poſt facto, (which would have been of 
dangerous conſequence, and from an igno- 

minious precedent) or undergo the mor- 
| tification to ſee the greateſt villain upon 
earth eſcape unpuniſhed, to the infinite 
triumph and delight of popery and faction. 


But even this is not to be wondered at, 


when we conſider, that of all the inſolences 


offered to the Gun ſince the act of in- 


demnity (at leaſt that ever came to my ears) 
I can hardly inſtance above two or three, 


which by the letter of the law could A. 


mount to high-treaſon. 


From theſe defects in our laws, and the 


want of ſome diſcretionary power, ſafely 
lodged, to exert upon emergencies; as 
el xs from the great acquirements of able 


men to elude the penalties of thoſe laws 


they break, it is no wonder that the in- 
juries done to the publick are ſo ſeldom 
redreſſed. But beſides, no individual ſuffers 


by any wrong he doth to the common- 


U 2 wealth, 
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wealth, in proportion to the advantage he 
gains by doing it. There are ſeven or eight 
millions, who contribute to the loſs, while 
the whole gain is ſunk among a few. The 
damage ſuffered by the publick is not ſo 
immediately or heavily felt by particular 
perſons; and the zeal of proſecutions 18 
32 apt to drop and be loſt among numbers. 
But imagine a ſett of politicians for 
many years at the head of affairs, the game 
viſibly their own, and by conſequence, 
acting with great ſecurity; may not theſe 
be ſometimes tempted to forget their cau- 
tion by length of time, by exceſs of ava- 
rice and ambition, by the inſolence or vio- 
lence of their nature, or perhaps by a mere 
contempt for their adverſaries? May not 
ſuch motives as theſe put them often upon 
actions directly againſt the law, ſuch as 
no evaſions can be found for, and which 
will lay them fully open to the vengeance 
of a prevailing intereſt, whenever they are 
out of power? It is e in the affir- 
mative. And here we cannot refuſe the 
late miniſtry their due praiſes ; who fore- 
ſeeing a ſtorm provided for their own 


ſafety by two admirable expedients, by 
which 
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which with. great prudence they have 
eſcaped the puniſhments due to pernicious 
counſels and corrupt management. The 
firſt was to procure under pretences hardly 
ſpecious a general act of indemnity, which 
cuts off all impeachments. The ſecond 
was yet more refined: ſuppoſe, for inſtance, 


a counſel is to be purſued, which is neceſ- 


ſary to carry on the dangerous deſigns of 


a prevailing party, to preſerve them T1 


power, to gratify the unmeaſurable appe- 
tites of a few Leaders civil and military, al- 
though by hazarding the ruin of the whole 
nation; this counſel deſperate in itſelf, 
unprecedented i in its nature, they procure 
a majority to form into an addreſs, which 
makes it look like the ſenſe of the nation. 
Under that ſhelter they carry on the work, 
and lie ſecure againſt after-reckonings. 

I muſt be ſo oe to tell my meaning in 
this: that among other things, underſtand 
it . the addreſs made to the QuEEN about 
three years ago, to defire that her majeſty 
would not conſent to a peace, without the 
entire reſtitution of Spain. A proceeding 


which to people abroad muſt look like the 


higheſt ſtrain of temerity, folly, and gaſ- 


U 3 conade. 
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conade. But we at home, who allow the 
promoters of that advice to be no fools, 
can eaſily comprehend the depth and my- 
ſtery of it. They were affured by this 
means to pin down the war upon us; con- 
ſequently to encreaſe their own power and 
wealth, and multiply difficulties on the 
QuxxN and kingdom, until they had fixed 
their party too firmly to be ſhaken, when- 
ever © 9; ſhould find themſelves diſpoſed 
to reverſe their addreſs, and give us leave 
to wiſh for a peace. 
It any man entertains a more : favourable 
opinion of this monſtrous ſtep in politicks, 
IJ would aſk him, what we muſt do incaſe 
we find it impoſſible to recover Spain? 
Thoſe among the wi, who believe a God, 
will confeſs that CB events of war lie in 
his hands; and the reſt of them, who ac- 
knowledge no ſuch power, will allow, that 
fortune hath too great a ſhare in the good 
or ill ſucceſs of military ations to let a 
wiſe man reaſon upon them, as if they 
were entirely in his power. If providence 
ſhall think fit to refuſe ſucceſs to our arms; 
with how ill a grace, with what ſhame 
and confuſion ſhall we be obliged to recant 


that 
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that precipitate addreſs, unleſs the world 


will be ſo charitable to conſider, that par- 
liaments among us differ as much as prin- 


ces; and that by the fatal conjunction of 


many unhappy circumſtances it is ve 


poſſible for our iſland to be repreſented 


ſometimes by thoſe, who have the leaſt 
pretenſions. So little truth or juſtice there 
is in what ſome pretend to advance, that 
the actions of former ſenates ought always 
to be treated with reſpect by the latter; 
that thoſe aſſemblies are all equally vene- 
rable, and no one to be preferred before 
another: by which argument the parlia- 
ment that began the rebellion againſt king 
Charles I, voted his trial, and appointed 
his murderers, ought to be remembered 
with reſpece. 

But to return from this digreſſion; it 
is very plain, that conſidering the defec- 
tiveneſs of our laws, the varicty of caſes, 
the weakneſs of the prerogative, the power 
or the cunning of ill-defigning men, it is 


poſſible that many great abuſes may be 


viſibly committed, which cannot be legally 
puniſhed; eſpecially if we add to this, that 


ſome enquiries might probably involve 
94 thoſe, 
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: thoſe, whom upon other accounts it is not 
thought convenient to diſturb. Therefore 
it is very falſe reaſoning, eſpecially in the 
management of oublick affairs, to argue 
that men are innocent, becauſe the law 
hath not pronounced them guilty. 
l am apt to think it was to ſupply ſuch 
defects as theſe, that ſatyr was firſt intro- 
duced into the world; whereby thoſe, 
whom neither religion, nor natural virtue, 
nor fear of puniſhment were able to keep 
within the bounds of their duty, might be 
witheld by the ſhame of having their crimes 
expoſed to open view in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, and themſelves rendered odious to 
mankind. Perhaps all this may be little 
regarded by ſuch hardened and abandoned 
natures as I have to deal with; but next 
to taming or binding a ſavage animal, the 
beſt ſervice you can do the ncighbour- 
hood is to give them warning either 
to arm themſelves or not come in its 
way. 
Could I have hoped for any ſigns of 
remorſe from the leaders of that faction, 
I ſhould very gladly have changed my 
ſtyle, and * or paſſed by their mil- 


lion 
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lion of enormities. But they are every day 


more fond of diſcovering their impotent 
zeal and malice: witneſs their conduct in 


the city about a fortnight ago, which had 


no other end imaginable, beſides that of 
perplexing our affaire, and endeavouring 
to make things deſperate, that themſelves 
may be thought neceſſary. While they 


continue in Rk trantick mood I ſhall not 


forbear to treat them as they deſerve; that 


15 to lay, as the inveterate, recen 


enemies to our country and its conſtitu- 
tion. 


NUMBER XXXIX. 


Thurſday, May 3, 1711. 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes ? 


F ; HE RE have been certain topics of 
reproach liberally beſtowed for ſome 
years paſt, by the whigs and zories- upon 


each other. We charge the former with a 


deſign of deſtroying the eftabhſhed church, 
and introducing fanatici/m and Pree-think- 
ing in its ſtead. We accuſe them as ene- 


mies to monarchy; as endeavouring to 
es under- 
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undermine the preſent form of govern- 
ment, and to build a commonwealth, or 
ſome new ſcheme of their own, upon its 
ruins. On the other ſide, their clamours 
againſt us may be ſummed up in thoſe 
three formidable words popery, arbitrary 
power, and the pretender. Our accuſations 
againſt them we endeavour to make good 
by certain overt acts; ſuch as their perpe- 
tually abuſing the whole body of the cler- 
_ gy, their declared contempt for the very 
order of prieſthood, their averſion againſt 
epiſcopacy, the publick encouragement 
and patronage they gave to Tindal, Tuland, 
and other atheiſtical writers ; thts appear- 
ing as profeſſed advocates retained by the 
diſſenters, excuſing their ſeparation, and 
laying the guilt of it to the obſtinacy of 
the church; their frequent endeavours to 
repeal the teſt. and their ſetting up the in- 
dulgence to ſcrupulous conſciences as a 
point of greater importance than the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip. The regard they bear to 
our znonarchy hath appeared by their open 
ridiculing the 7zartyrdom of king Charles I, 
in their calve's-head clubs, their common 
diſcourſes, and their pamphlets; their de- 


nying 
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nying the unnatural war raiſed againſt 
that prince, to have been a rebellion ; their 
juſtifying his murder in the allowed papers 
of the week; their induſtry in publiſhing 
and ſpreading ſeditious and republican 
tracts, ſuch as Ludlow's Memoirs, Sidney of 
Government, and many others; their end- 
leſs lopping of the prerogative and minc- 
ing into nothing her majeſty's titles to the 
crown. 

What proofs they bring for our cada 
vouring to introduce popery, arbitrary 
power, and the pretender, I cannot readily 
tell, and would be glad to hear : however 
| thoſe important words having by dextrous 
management, been found of mighty ſer- 
vice to the cauſe, although applied with 
little colour, either of reaſon or juſtice; I 
have been conſidering, whether they may 
not be adapted to more proper objects. 

As to popery, which is the firſt of theſe ; 
to deal plainly, I can hardly think hace 
is any ſett of men among us, except. the 
profeſſors of it, who have any direct inten- 
tion to introduce it here; but the queſtion 
is, whether the principles and practices of 
us, or the whigs, be maſt likely to make 
way 
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way for it? It is allowed on all hands, that 
among the methods concerted at Roe, 
for bringing over England into the boſom 
of the catholick church, one of the chief 
was to ſend jeſuits, and other emiſſaries, 
in lay habits; who perſonating tradeſmen 
and mechanicks ſhould mix with the peo- 
ple, and under the pretence of a further 
and purer reformation endeavour to divide 
us into as many ſects as poſſible; which 
would either put us under the neceſſity of 
returning to our old errors to preſerve 
peace at home; or by our drvifions make 
way for ſome powerful neighbour, with 
the aſſiſtance of the pope's permiſſion and 
a conſecrated banner, to convert and enflave 
us at once. If this hath been reckoned 
good politicks (and it was the beſt the 
Jeſuit ſchools could invent) J appeal to any 
man, whether the whigs, for many years 
paſt, have not been employed in the very 
ſame work? They profeſſed on all occa- 
ſions, that they knew no reaſon why any 
one ſyſtem of ſpeculative opinions (as they 
term the doctrines of the church) ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed by law, more than another; 
or why employments ſhould be confined 
| 2 10 
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to the religion of the magiſtrate, and that 
called the church eſtabliſhed. The grand 
maxim they laid down Was, that no man 
for the ſake of a few 720710775 and ceremonies, 
under the names of doctrine and diſcipline, i 
ſhould be denied the liberty of ſerving his bil 


country: as it places would go a begging, 1 


unleſs browni/ts, familiſts, foect fingers, | 
" quakers, anabap tiſts, and mu ogletonians i 
would take them off our hands. — 


T have been ſometimes imagining this 
ſcheme brought to perfection, and ho-w- 
diverting it would be to. ſee half a dozen 
feet ſingers on the bench in their ermines, 
and two or three quaker's with their white 
ſtaves at court. I can only ſay, this project 
is the very counter-part of the late king 
James deſign, which he took up as the 
beſt method for introducing his gw veli- 
gion under the pretext of an ver /al 
liberty of conſcience, and that no difference 
1n religion ſhould make any in his tavour. 
Accordingly, to ſave appearances, he dealt 
ſome employments among diſſenters of 
moſt denominations; and what he did was 
no doubt in purſuance of the beſt advice 
he could get at home or abroad; but the 
r church 


* 
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church thought it the moſt dangerous ſtep 
he could take for her deſtruction. It is true 
king James admitted papiſis among the 
reſt, which the wh/gs would not: but this 
is ſufficiently made up by a material cir- 
cumſtance, wherein they ſeem to have 
much outdone that prince, and to have 
carried their liberty of Conſcience to a higher 
point, having granted it to all the claſſes 
of free-thinkers (which the nice conſcience 
of a poprſh prince would not give him leave 
to do) and were therein mightily overſeen; 
becauſe it is agreed by the learned, that 
there is but a very narrow ſtep from atheifn 
to the other extreme, /uper//ition. So that 
upon the whole, whether the w] e had 
any real deſign of bringing in popery or 
no, it is very plain that they took the moſt 
effectual ſtep towards it; and if the 7eſuzrs 
had been their immediate directors, they 
could not have taught them better, nor 
have found apter ſcholars. 

Their ſecond accuſation is, that we en- 
courage and maintain arbitrary power in 
princes; and promote enſlaving doctrines 
among the people. This they go about to 
prove by inſtances, — the parti- 
culac 
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cular opinions of certain divines in king 
Charles IT's reign, a decree of Oxford uni- 


verſity, and ſome few writers ſince the 
revolution, What they mean is the prin- 


ciple of paſſive obechence and nom reſiſtance, 


which thoſe who affirm, did I believe ne- 


ver intend ſhould include arbitrary power. 
However, although I am ſenſible that it 


is not reckoned prudent in a diſpute to 
make any conceſſions without the laſt ne- 
ceſſity; yet J do agree, that in my own 


private opinion ſome writers did carry 
that tenet of paſſive obedience to a heighth, 
which ſeemed hardly conſiſtent with the 
liberties of a country, whoſe laws can 
neither be enacted nor repealed without 
the conſent of the whole people ; I mean 
not thofe, who affirm it due in general, as 


it certainly i is, to the legiſlature; but ſuch 


as fix it entirely in the prince's perſon. 
This laſt hath, I believe, been done by a 
very few; but when the wi quote au- 
thors to prove it upon us, chey bring in 
all who mention it as a duty in general, 


without applying it to princes abſtracted 
from their ſenate. 


By 


1 
WM 
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By thus freely declaring my own ſenti- 


ments of paſſive obedience, it will at leaſt 
appear that I do not write for a party ; 
neither do I upon any occaſign pretend 


to ſpeak their ſentiments, but my own. 
The majority of the two houſes, and the 
preſent miniſtry (if thoſe be a party) ſeem 


to me in all their proceedings to purſue 
the real intereſt of church and ſtate; 
and if I ſhould happen to differ from par- 
ticular perſons among them in a ſingle 
notion about government, I ſuppoſe they 
will not upon that account explode me 


and my paper. However, as an anſwer 
once for all to the tedious ſcurrilities of 


thoſe 1dle people, who afhrm I am hired. 


and directed what to write; I muſt here 


inform them, that their ceaſure is an effect 


of their principles. The preſent miniſtry 


are under no neceſſity of employing pro- 


ſtitute pens ; they have no dark deſigns to 


promote by advancing heterodox opinions, 
But (to return) ſuppoſe two or three 
private divines under Hing Charles the ſe- 


cond did a little overſtrain the dofrine of 


paſſroe obedience to princes ; ſome allowance 
might be given to the memory of that 
A- 


N z9. THE EXAMINER og 


unnatural rebellion againſt his father, and 


the diſmal conſequences of reſ/tance. It 


is plain by the proceedings of the church- 
men before and at the revolution, that 

this doctrine was never deſigned to intro- 
duce arbitraty power. 


I look upon the whips and aiſſenters to 


be exactly of the fame political faith; let 
us therefore ſee, what ſhare each of them 
had in advancing arbitrary power. It is 


manifeſt, that the fanaticks made Cromwell 


the a abſolute tyrant in Chriſtendom. 
The rump aboliſhed the houſe of lords, the 
army aboliſhed the rump, and by this army 
of ſaints he governed. The diſſenters took 
liberty of conſcience and employments 
from 15 late king Jaies, as an acknow- 


ledgment of his diſpenſing power ; which 


makes a king of England as ablolute as 


the 7r4. The whips under the late king 
perpetually declared for keeping up a 


ſtanding army in times of peace; ee 


hath in all ages been the firſt and grea 


ſtep to the ruin of liberty. They were * 


ſides diſcovering every day their inclina- 


tions to deſtroy the rights of the church, 


and declared their opinion in all companies 


Agent 25 
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againſt the biſhops fitting in the how/ſe of peers; 
which was exactly copying after their pre- 
deceſſors of forty one. I need not ſay, their 
real intentions were to make the king ab- 
ſolute; but whatever be the deſigns of in- 
novating men, they uſually end in a tyran- 
ny; as we may ſee by an hundred exam- 
ples in Greece, and in the later common- 
wealths of Italy mentioned by Machiavel. 
In the third place, the whigs accule us 
x a deſign to bring in the pretender; and 
to give it a greater air of probability, they 
ſuppoſe the Qurzx to be a party in this 
deſign; which however is no very extra- 
ordinary ſuppoſition in thoſe, who have 
advanced ſuch ſingular paradoxes concern- 
ing Greg and Guiſcard. Upon this article 
their charge is general without ever of- 
fering to produce an inſtance. But I verily 
think and believe, it will appear no para- 
dox, that, if ever he be brought in, the 
whigs are his men. For firſt, it is an un- 
doubted truth, that a year or two after the 
revolution, ſeveral leaders of that party had 
their pardons ſent them by the late king 
James; and had entered upon meaſures to 
reſtore him on account of ſome diſobli- 


gations 


Ne 39. THE EXAMINER 387 
gations they received from king William. 
Beſides, I would aſk, whether thoſe who 
are under the orcateſt ties of gratitude to 
king James, are not at this day become the 
moſt zealous 2 And of what party 
thoſe are now, Who kept a long corre- 
ipondence with Sr. Germoins? 
It is likewiſe very obſervable of late, 
that the wwhigs upon all occaſions profeſs 
their belief of the pretender” s being no 71- 
poftor, but a real prince, born of the late 
QutzN's body ; ; which, whether it be true 
or falle, is very unſeaſonably advanced, 
conſidering the weight ſuch an opinion 
muſt have with the vulgar, if they once 
thoroughly believe it. Neither is it at all 
improbable, that the pretender himſelf puts 
his chief hopes in the friendſhip he expects 
from the diſſenters and whips, by his choice 
to invade the kingdom, when the latter 
were molt in credit; and he had reaſon to 
count upon the former from the gracious 
treatment they received from his ſuppoſed 
father, and their joyful acceptance of it. 
But further, what could be more conſiſtent 
with the whiggyh notion of a revolution- 
Principle, than to bring 1 in the pretender ? 
A 2 A re- 
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A revolution- principle,: as their writings and 
diſcourſes have taught us to define it, is 


a principle perpetually diſpoſing men to 
revolutions : and this is ſuitable to the fa- 
mous ſaying of a great whig, that the more 
revolutions the be: ter, which, how odd a 
maxim ſoever in appearance, I take to be 
the true characteriſtick of the part. 
A dog loves to turn round often; yet, 
after certain revolutions he lies down to reſt : 
but heads under the dominion of the non 
are for perpetual changes, and perpetual 
revolutions : beſides, the whigs owe all their 
wealth to wars and revolutions; like the 
girl at Bartholomew: fair, who gets a penny 
by turning round a hundred times with 
ſwords in her hands. | 
. To conclude, the whips have a natural 
faculty of bringing in pretenders, and will 
therefore probably endeavour to bring in 
the great one at laſt.. How many pretenders 
to wit, honour, nobility, politicks, have 
they brought in theſe laft twenty years? In 
ſhort, they have been ſometimes able to 
procure a majority of prezenders in parlia- 
ment; and wanted nothing to render the 
work complete, except a pretender at their 
head. SE NU M- 
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NUMBER XL, 
Thurſday, May 10, 171 I. 
Dos off magna parentiun Dirtus. 


| ] Took up a paper* ſome days ago in a 
coffee-houſe; and if the correctneſs of 


the ſtyle, and a ſuperior ſpirit in it, had 


not immediately undeceived me, I ſhould 
have been apt to imagine I had been read- 


ing an Examiner. In this paper there were 
Gard] important propoſitions advanced. 
For inſtance, that providence raiſed up Mr. 
Harley 20 be an inſtrument of great good, in 
a very critical juncture, when it was much 
wanted. That his very enemies acknowledge 
his eminent abilities, and diſtinguiſhing ame- 
rit, by their umwearied and reſtleſs endea- 
pours againſi his perſon and reputation ; 
that hey have had an inveterate malice 
againſt both; that he hath been wonderfully 
preſerved from so unparalleled attempts, 


with more to the ſame purpoſe. I imme 


diately computed by rules of arithmetick, 


* The ſpeaker's congratu- cape and recovery. See the 


| lation of Mr. Hariey in the next number. 
name of the houſe, on his eſ- 
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that in the laſt cited words there was 
ſomething more intended than the at- 
tempt of Guiſcard, which I think, can 
properly pals but for on of the souE. And 
although I dare not pretend to gueſs the 
author's meaning; yet the expreſſion als - 
loves ſuch a latitude, that I would venture 
to hold a wager, moſt readers both whip 
and fory have agreed with me, that this 
plural number muſt in all probability 
among other facts take in the buſineſs of 
Greg. 
See now the difference of ſty 1 Had 
1 been to have told my e 42 on this 
occafion; inſtead of ſaying how Mr. Har 
ley was treated by ſome perſons, and pre- 
ſerved from ſome unparallelled attempts, I 
ſhould with intolerable bluntneſs and ill 
manners have told a formal ſtory of a 
committee ſent to a condemned criminal 
in Meærgate to bribe him with a pardon, 
on condition he would ſwear high treaſon 
againſt his maſter, who diſcovered his cor- 
reſpondence and ſecured his perſon, when 
a certain grave politician had given him 
warning to make his eicape : and by this 


means I ſhould have drawn a whole ſwarm 
7 
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of hedge writers to exhauſt their catalogue 
of ſcurrilities againſt me, as a liar, and a 
ſlanderer. But with lebenden to the au- 
thor of that forementioned paper, I think 
he hath carried that expreſſion to the ut- 


moſt it will bear; for after all this noiſe, 


I know of but zwo attempts againſt Mr. 


Harley, that can really be called unparal- 
felled, which are thoſe aforeſaid of Greg 


and Guiſcard; for as to the reſt, I will en- 


gage to parallel them from the ſtory of 
Catiliue, and others I could produce. 
However I cannot but obſerve with 
infinite pleaſure, that a great part of what 
I have charged upon the late prevailing 
faction, and tor athrming which I have 
been adorned with ſo many decent epi- 
| thets, hath been ſufficiently confirmed at 
ſeveral times by the reſolutions of one or 


the other houſe of parliament. I may chere- 


fore now lay, I hope, with good authority, 
that there have been ſome unparalleled at- 
tempts againſ} Mr. Harley: that the late 
miniſtry were juſtly to blame in ſome ma- 
nagements, Which occaſioned the unfor- 
tunate battle of Amanza, and the diſap- 
pointment at Thoulon : that the. publick 
> ſe X 4 hath 
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hath been grievouſſy wronged by moſt 
notorious frauds during the whip admin- 
firation; that thoſe, who adviſed the bring- 
ing in the Palatines, were enemies to the 
kingdom; that the late managers of the 
revenue have not duly paſſed their accounts 
for a great part of thirty five millions, and 
1 ought not to be truſted in ſuch employ- 
ments any more. Perhaps in a little time, 
| I may venture to affirm ſome other para- 
doxes of this kind, and produce the ſame 
vouchers. And perhaps alſo, if it had not 
been ſo buſy a period, inſtead of one Exa- 
miner, the late miniſtry might have had 
above four hundred, each of whoſe little 
fingers would be hikes than my loins. 


It makes me think of Weptune's threat to 
the winds : 


Quos g — 55 7notos pracfiat anon 


fuclus. 


Thus, when the ſons of Aolus had 6 
ſunk the ſhip with the tempeſts they raiſed, 
it was neceſſary to ſmooth the ocean, and 


ſecure the veſſel, inſtead of purſuing the 
But 


offenders. 
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But Tobſerve the general expectation at 
: preſent, inſtead of dwelling any longer 
upon conjectures who is to be puniſhed 


for paſt miſcarriages, ſeems bent upon the 


rewards intended to thoſe, who have been 
fo highly inſtrumental in reſcuing our 
conſtitution from its late danger. It is the 


obſervation of Tacitus in the life of Apgri- 
cola, that his eminent ſervices had raiſed a 


general opinion of his being deſigned by 


the emperor for praetor of Britain: Mullis 


in hoc ſuis ſermonibus, ſed quia par vide- 


batur ; and then he adds, Mon ſemper errat 


Hams. aliquando et eligit. The judgment 
of a wiſe prince, and the general diſpoſi- 
tion of the people, do often point at the 


ſame perſon; and ſometimes the popular 


wiſhes do even foretel the reward intended 
for ſome ſuperior merit. Thus, among 


ſeveral deſerving perſons there are zwo, 
whom the publick vogue hath in a pecu- 


liar manner ſingled out as deſigned very 
ſoon to receive the choiceſt Ws of the 
royal favour. One of them to be placed in 


a very high ſtation, and both to increaſe 


the number of our nobility *. This I fay, 
Harley and St. Jobu. 
18 
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is the general conjecture; for 1 pretend to 
none, nor will be chargeable if it be not 
fulfilled; fince it is enough for their hon- 
our, that: the nation thinks them worthy 
of the greateſt rewards. 
Upon this occaſion I cannot but take 
notice, that of all the hereſies in politicks 
profuſely ſcattered by the partiſans of the 
late adminiſtration, none ever diſpleaſed me 
more, or ſeemed to have more dangerous 
conſequences to nomarchy, than that per- 
nicious talent ſo much affected of diſco- 
vering a contempt for birth, family, and 
ancient nobility. All the thraedbare topicks 
of poets and orators were diſplayed to diſ- 
cover to us, that merit and virtue were the 
only nobility ; and that the advantages of 
blood could not make a hnave or a fool ei- 
ther honeſt or wiſe. Moſt popular com- 
motions we read of in the hiſtories of 
Greece and Rome took their riſe from un- 
quit quarrels to the obles; and in the latter, 
the Plebeiaus encroachments on the Pa- 
griciaus were the firſt cauſe of their ruin. 
Suppoſe there be nothing but opinion in 
the difterence of blood ; every body knows, 
that euthority is very much founded on 
oprmion, 
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opinion. But ſurely that difference is not 
wholly imaginary. The advantages of a 


liberal education, of chuſing the beſt com- 


panions to converſe with, Kt being under 
the neceſſity of practiling little mean tricks 


by a ſcanty allowance, the enlarging of 


thought, and acquiring the knowledge of 
men and things by travel, the example of 
anceſtors inciting to great and good acti- 
ons; theſe are uſually ſome of the oppor- 


tunities, that fall in the way of thoſe who 


are born of what we call the better fami- 
lies: and allowing genius to be equal in 
them and the vulgar, the odds are clearly 
on their ſide. Nay, we may obſerve in ſome, 
who by the appearance of merit or favour 
of fortune have riſen to great ſtations from 
an obſcure birth, that they have ſtill re- 
tained ſome ſordid vices of their parentage 
or education, either inſatiable avarice, or 
| 79n0minious falſhood and corruption. 


To ſay the truth, the great negle& of 


education in 8 noble families whoſ- 
ſons are ſuffered to paſs the moſt improve- 


able ſeaſons of their youth in vice and idle- 


neſs, have too much leſſened their repu- 
tation: but even this misfortune we owe, 
among 


. . OENERT ONS 
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among all the reſt, to that i g prac- 
tice of reviling the univerſities under the 
pretence of their inſtilling pedantry, nar- 
row principles, and high-church doctrines. 

I would not be thought to undervalue 
merit and virtue, wherever they are to be 
found; but will allow them capable of the 

| higheſt dignities in a ſtate, when they are 
in a very great degree of eminence. A 
pearl holds its value, though it be found 
in a dunghil; but however, that is not the 
moſt probable place to ſearch for it. Nay 
I éwill go farther, and admit, that a man 
of quality without werit is Juſt ſo much 
the worſe for his quality; which at once 
ſets his vices in a more publick view, and 
reproacheth him for them. But on the 
other fide, I doubt thoſe, who are always 
undervaluing the advantages of birth, and 
celebrating perſonal merit, have orincipally 
an eye to their own, which they are fully | 
ſatisfied with, and which no body will 
diſpute with thaw about ; whereas they 
cannot without impudence and folly pre- 
tend to be nobly born; becauſe this is a 
ſecret too caſily diſcovered: for no mens 


parentage is ſo nicely enquired into as 
that 


No 40. THE EXAMINER. 317 


that of aſſuming upſtarts, eſpecially when 


they affect to make it better than it is, as 
they often do, or behave themſelves with 
inſolence. 

But whatever may be the opinion of 
others upon this ſubject, whoſe philoſophi- 
cal ſcorn for blood and families reacheth 
even to thoſe that are 79ya/, or perhaps 
took its riſe from a whigg:hh contempt of 
the latter: I am pleaſed to find zwo ſuch 
| Inſtances of extraordinary merit, as I have 
mentioned, joined with ancient and hon- 
ourable birth ; which, whether it be of 
real or imaginary value, hath been held in 
veneration by all wiſe polite ſtates both 
ancient and modern. And as much a fop- 
pery as men pretend to think it, nothing 
is more obſervable in thoſe who rife to 
oreat place or wealth from mean originals, 


than their mighty ſolicitude to convince 


the world, that they are not ſo low as is 


commonly believed. They are glad to find 


it made out by ſome ſtrained genealogy, 


that they have a remote alliance with 


better families Ciromuell himſelf was 


pleaſed with the impudence of a flatterer, 


who undertook to prove him deſcended 
from 
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from a branch of the royal ſtem. I know 


a citizen who adds or alters a letter in his 
name with every p/umb he acquires; he 
now wants only the change of a vowel ® to 
be allied to a ſovereign prince in Italy f; 
and that perhaps he may contrive to be 
done by a n. Hale of the graver upon his 
tombſtone. | 
When I am upon this ſubject of nobi- 
lity, J am ſorry for the occaſion given me 
to mention the loſs of a perſon, who was 

ſo great an ornament to it, as the late 
lord preſidlent g; Wwho began early to di- 
ſtinguiſh himſelf in the publick ſervice, and 
reſted. through the higheſt employments 
of ſtate, in the moſt difficult times, with 
great abilities and untainted honour. As he 

was of a good old age, his principles of 
religion and loyalty had received no mix- 
ture from late infuſions, but were inſtilled 
into him by his illuſtrious father, and other 
noble ſpirits, who had expoſed their lives 
and fortunes for the royal martyr : 


— Pulcherrima froles, 
M agnanim: Heroes natt melioribus annis. 


* Sir H. Furneſe. f Farneſe. I Earl of Rocheſter. 


—” 
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His firſt great action was, like Scipio, 


to defend his father when oppreſſed by 


numbers; and his filial piety was not only 


rewarded with long life, but with a ſon, 


who upon the like "occalion would have 


ſhewn the ſame reſolution. No man ever 
preſerved his dignity better when he was 


out of power, nor thewed more affability 
while he was in. To conclude, his cha- 
racter (which I do not here pr etend to 
draw) is ſuch as his neareſt friends may 
ſafely truſt to the moſt impartial pen; nor 


wants the leaſt of that allowance which, 
they fay, is required for thoſe who are 
dead. 


NUMBER XII. 


Thurſday, May 17, 1711. | 


uem CUT diftringere coner, 
Tur ab iu nfe eftis latronibus? 


I Never let {lip an opportunity of endea- 


vouring to convince the world, that I 


am not partial; and to confound rhe idle 
reproach of my being hired or directed 


what to write in defence of the preſent 


miniſtry, 
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miniſtry, or for detecting the practices of 
the former. When I Br undertook this 
paper, I firmly reſolved, that if ever I ob- 
ſerved any groſs neplee, abuſe, or corrup- 
tion in the publick management, which 
might give any juſt offence to reaſonable _ 
people; I would take notice of it with that 
innocent boldneſs which becometh an 
honeſt man, and a true lover of his coun- 
try; at the ſame time preſerving the re- 
ſpect due to perſons ſo highly entruſted 
buy ſo wiſe and excellent a Quzex. I know 
not how ſuch a liberty might have been 
reſented; but I thank God 9 hath been 
no cocalion given me to exerciſe it; for I 
Can ſafely affirm, that I have with the ut- 
moſt rigour examined all the actions of 
the preſent miniſtry, as far as they fall 
under general cognizance, without being 
able to accuſe them of one ill or miſtaxen 
ſtep. Obſerving indeed ſome time ago, 
that ſeeds of diſſention had been plenti- 
fully ſcattered from a certain corner, and 
tearing they began to riſe and ſpread, I 
immediately writ a paper on the ſubject, 
which ] treated with thatwarmth I thought 
” — but the prudence of hae - 
{ 8 


the helm ſoon prevented this growing evil; 
and at preſent it ſeems likely to have no 
conſequ ences. 


I have had indeed for ſome time a ſmall 


occaſion of quarrelling, which 1 thought 
too inconſiderable for a formal ſubject of 
complaint, although I have hinted at it 


more than once. But it is grown at pre- 


ſent to as great a heighth, as a matter of 


that nature can poſſibly bear ; and there- 
fore I conceive it high time that an effec- 
tual ſtop ſhould be 1 put to it. I have been 
amazed at the flaming licentiouſneſs of 
ſeveral weekly papers, which for ſome 
months paſt have been chiefly employed 
in bare-faced ſcurrilities againſt thoſe who 
are in the greateſt truſt and favour with 
the Quzzx, with the firſt and laſt letters 
of their names frequently printed, or ſome 
periphraſis deſcribing their ſtation, or other 


innmends s contrived too plain tobe miſtaken. 


'The conſequence of which is (and it is na- 
tural it ſhould be fo) that their long impu- 
nity hath rendered them till more —— 
cious. 
At this time I particularly Og" a pa- 
per — the Medley, whoſe indefatigable 
* inceſſant 
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inceflant railings againſt me I never 
thought convenient to take notice of, be- 
cauſe it would have diverted my deſien, 
which I intended to be of publick uſe. 
Beſides, I never yet obſerved that writer, 
or thoſe writers (for it is every way a 

Medley) to argue againſt any one material 
point or fact that I had advanced, or make 
one fair quotation. And after all, I knew 
very well how ſoon the world grows weary | 
of controverſy. It is plain to me, that three 
or four hands at leaſt have been joined at 
times in that worthy compoſition; - but 
the out-lines as well as the finiſhing, ſeem 
to have been always the work of P ſame 
pen, as it is viſible from half a ſcore beau- 
ties of ſtyle inſeparable from it. But who 

theſe Medlers are, or where the judicious 
leaders have picked them up, I ſhall never 
go about to conjecture : factious rancour, 
_ falſe wit, abandoned ſcurrility, impudent 
falſhood, and ſervile pedantry, having ſo 
many 6 and ſo few to own them, that 
curioſity herſelf would not be at the pains 
to gueſs, It is the firſt time I ever did my- 
ſelf the honour to mention that admirable 
paper; nor could I imagine any occaſion 


likely 
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likely to happen, that would make it ne- N 
ceſſary for me to engage with ſuch an ad- i 
verſary. This paper is weekly publiſhed, lf 
| and, as appears by the number, hath been 8 ith 
ſo for ſeveral months ; and 1s next to the 5 1 
ö Objervator allowed to be the beſt produc- 
tion of the party. Laſt week my printer 
brought me that of M ay 7, Number 32, i 
where there are two paragraphs relating to 1 
the Healer of the houſe of commons, and — 
to Mr. Harley, which, as little as I am in- 
clined to engage ae ſuch an antagoniſt, 
[ cannot let paſs without failing in my duty 
to the publick: and if thoſe in power will 
ſuffer ſuch infamous inſinuations to. paſs 
with impunity, they a& without precedent 
from any age or country of the world. 

I deſire to open this matter, and leave 
8 vo higs themſelves to determine upon it. 
The houſe of commons reſolved, nemine 
contradicente, that the ſpeaker thould con- 
gratulate Mr. Harley's eſcape and recovery 
in the name of the houſe upon his firſt 
attendance . on their ſervice. This is ac- 

cordingly done; and the ſpeech, together | 

with the e of the Exchequer s, are 

| printed by order of the houſe. The author 
Y 2 * 
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of the Medley takes this ſpeech to taſk the 

very next rok after it 1s publiſhed ; tell- 
ing us in the aforeſaid paper, that the 
ſpeaker's commending Mr. Harley for being 465 
an inſtrument of great good to the oo, 
was ill-choſen frattery ; becauſe Mr. = 
had brought the nation under great fic | 
ties, to ſay no more. He lays, that when the 
ſpeaker zeils Mr. Harl ey, that providence 
hath wonderfully preſerved him from ſome 

unparallelled attempts for that the Medley 
| alludes to) he only revives a falſe and ground- 
leſs calumny upon other men; which is an 
inſtance of impotent, but inveterate malice 
that mahes him [the ſpeaker] Fill appear 
more vile and contemptible. This is an ex- 
tract from his firſt paragraph. In the next 
this writer ſays, hat the ſpeaker's pray: 2 
10 God for the continuance of Mr. Harleys 
life, as an invaluable bleſſing, was a fulſeme 
piece of inſincerity, which expoſes him to ſhame 
and derifion ; becauſe he is n to bear ill 
will to Mr. Harley, zo have an extreme bad 
 epinuon of him, and to think him an ob- 
oy of thoſe fine res he would bring 
: 7 y 


1 now 
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I now appeal to the whigs themſelves, 
whether a great miniſter of ſtate in high 
favour with the Quzzn, and a ſpeaker 15 
the houſe of commons, were ever publickly 
treated after ſo extraordinary a manner in 
the moſt licentious times? For this is not 
a clandeſtine libel ſtolen into the world, 
but openly printed and ſold with the book- 
ſeller's name and place of abode at the 
bottom. And the juncture is admirable, 
when Mr. Harley is generally believed 
upon the very point to be made an earl, 
and promoted to the moſt important ſta- 
ſtion of the kingdom; nay, the very marks 
of eſteem he hath ſo lately received from 
the whole repreſentative body of the peo- 
Ple, are called / choſen flattery, and a ful- 
| Jome piece of infincerity, expoſh mg the donors 
ro ſhame and deriſon. 
Does this intrepid writer think he bath 
ſufficiently dif * the matter by that 
ſtale artifice 1 altering the ſtory, and 
putting it as a ſuppoſed caſe. Did any 
man, who ever ſaw the congratulatory k 
ſpeech, read either of thoſe paragraphs in 
- the Medley without interpreting them juſt 
as 1 have done? Will the author declare 


1 upon 


326 THE EXAMINER. No 41. 
upon his great ſincerity, that he never had 
any ſuch meaning? Is it enough, that a 
jury at Weſiminſter-hall would perhaps 
not find him guilty of defaming the /peaker 
and Mr. Harley in that paper? Which 
however, I am much in doubt of too; and 
muſt think the law very defective, if the 
reputation of {ſuch perſons muſt lie at the 
mercy of ſuch pens. I do not remember 
to have ſeen any libel, ſuppoſed to be writ 
with caution and double meaning in order 
to prevent proſecution, delivered under ſo 
thin a cover, or ſo unartificially made up 
as this, whether it were from an appre- 
henſion of his readers dulneſs, or an effect 
of his own. He hath tranſcribed the very 
phraſes of the ſpealer, and put them in a 
different character, for fear they might paſs 
unobſerved, and to prevent all poſſibility 
of being miſtaken. I ſhall be pleaſed to 
ſee him have reſource to the old evaſion, 
and ſay, that I who make the application 
am chargeable with the abuſe: let any 
reader of either party be judge. But I can- 
not forbear aſſerting as my opinion, that 
for a miniſtry to endure ſuch open ca- 
lumny, without calling the author to ac- 
count 
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count is next to deſerving it. And this is 


an omiſſion I venture to charge upon the 
preſent miniſtry, who are too apt to diſpiſe 
little things, which however have not al- 
ways little conſequences. 
When this paper was firſt undeitaken, 


one deſign among others was, to examine 


ſome of thoſe writings ſo frequently pub- 
liſhed with an evil tendency either to 


religion or government; but I was long di- 
verted by other enquiries, which I thought 
more immediately neceſſary; to animad- 
vert upon mens actions, rather than their 


ſpeculations; to ſhew the neceſſity there 


was of changing the miniſtry, that our 


conſtitution in church and ſtate might be 


preſerved ; to expoſe ſome dangerous prin- 
ciples and practices under the former ad- 


miniſtration; and prove by many inſtances, 


that thoſe who are now at the helm, are 


entirely in the true intereſt of prince 
and people. This I may modeſtly hope 
hath in ſome meaſure been lay done, 
fufficient to anſwer the end propoſed, 
which was to inform the ignorant, and 
thoſe at a diſtance, and to convince ſuch 
as are engaged in party from no other 
Y 4 motive 


i 
| 

| l 

| 

[ 


4 
2 


* 2 : — > x 
„ ——_— ac. a 
E — — — 2 


2 
1 


2 — "> - — 
—_ — 8 EIN 
— 


3 - bs Ps S * 
— — — . — 
"47. - 


+ SAP * = - 2 
— 2 8 EIS — ; 8 ores — > 2 1 ; —— — 2 . oma 
——— — LL AP as ERS os — — e —— ern = tes 


— — 


2 — — 
rr - 59-4 pe oe 


DW 


il 
4 
1 
7.1 
195 
12 
1 

91 


= P 
3 ES ARES 
— 4- 4 * — - - —— 


328 THE EXAMINER. No 41. 
motive than that of conſcience. I know 
not whether I ſhall have any appetite to 
continue this work much longer; if I do, 
perhaps ſome time may be ſpent in expoſ- 
ing and overturning the falſe reaſonings 
of thoſe who engage their pens on the 
other fide, without loſing time in vindi- 
cating myſelf againſt their ſcurrilities, 
much leſs in retorting them. Of this ſort 
there is a certain humble companion, a 
french maitre des langues *, who every 
month publiſheth an extract from votes, 
news- papers, ſpeeches, and proclamations, 
larded with ſome inſipid remarks of his 
own; which he calls, The political late of 
Great Britain. 'This ingenious piece, he 
tells us himſelf, is conſtantly tranſlated 
into french, and printed in Holland, where 
the dutch no doubt conceive moſt noble 
ſentiments of us conveyed through ſuch a 
vehicle. It is obſervable in his account for 
April, that the vanity fo predominant in 
many of his nation hath made him more 
concerned for the honour of Guiſcard, than 
the ſafety of Mr. Harley. And for fear we 


One Ae Buyer, 
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ſhould think the worſe of his country upon 
that aſſaſſins account, he tells us there have 
been more murders, parricides, and vil- 

lanies committed in England than any 
other part of the world. I cannot imagine 
how an illiterate foreigner, who is neither 
maſter of our language, nor indeed of 
.common ſenſe; and who is devoted to a 
faction, I ſuppoſe for no other reaſon, but 
his having more whig cuſtomers than rories, 
ſhould take it into his head to write poli- 
tick tracts of our affairs. But I preſume, 
he builds upon the foundation of having 
been called to an account for his infolence 
in one of his former monthly productions; 

which is a method that {Horn fails of 
giving ſome vogue to the fooliſheſt com- 
poſition. If ſuch a work muſt be done, I 
with ſome tolerable hand would undertake 


it; and that we would not ſuffer a little 
whiffling french-man to neglect his trade of 
teaching his language to our children, and 


ble. to inſtruct i in our po- 
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330 THE EXAMINER, 
NUMBER XIII. 
Thurſday, May 24, 1711. 


Delicta majorum immeritus lues, 
Noname, donec templa IS. 


Aede e/que labentes deorum;— 


E VERA letters have been lately 
ſent me, deſiring I would make hon- 
N mention of the pious deſign of 
building fifty churches in ſeveral parts of 
mne, and Weſiminſten, where they are 
moſt wanted, occaſioned by an addreſs of 
the convocation to the QUEEN, and recom- 
mended by her majeſty to the houſe of 
commons; who immediately promiſed 
they would enable her to accompli iſh fo excel- 
lent a defign, and are now preparing a bill 
accordingly. I thought to have deferred 
any notice of this important affair until 
the end of this ſeſſion; at which time 1 
propoſed to deliver a particular account 
of the great and uſeful things already per- 
formed by this preſent parliament. But in 
compliance to thoſe who give themſelves 


the trouble of adviſing me; and partly 
| CON 
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convinced by the reaſons they offer, I am 
content to beſtow a paper upon a ſubject 
that indeed fo well deſerveth it. 


The clergy, and whoever elſe have 3 


true concern for the conſtitution of the 
church, cannot but be highly pleaſed with 
one proſpect in this new ſcene of publick 
affairs. They may very well remember the 
time, when every ſeſſion of parliament was 
like a cloud hanging over their heads; and 
if it happened to pals without burſting 


into ſome ſtorm upon the church, we 


thanked God, and thought it an happy 


eſcape until the next meeting ; upon which 
we reſumed our ſecret apprehenſions, al- 
thou gh we were not allowed to believe 
any danger, Things are now altered, the 


parhament takes the neceſſities of the 
church into conſideration, receives the 


propoſals of the clergy met in convocation, 
and amidſt all the exigencies of a long ex- 
penfroe war, and wider the preſſure of heavy 
debts, finds a ſupply for erecting fifty edi- 
fices for the ſervice of God. And it appears 
by the addreſs of the commons to her 
majeſty upon this occaſion (wherein they 


: diſcovered a true ſpirit of religion) that 


applying 
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applying the money granted 20 accom- 
Pla iſh Jo excellent a defign, would in their 
opinion be the moſt effectual way of car- 
rying on the war; that it would (to uſe 


their own words) be @ means of drawing 


down bleſſings on her majeſiy's undertakings, 
as it adds to the number of thoſe places, 


where the prayers of her devout and faithful 
ſubjects will be daily offered up 1b God for 
' the proſperity of her government at home, 
and the ſucceſs of her arms abroad. 
J am ſometimes hoping, that we are not 
naturally ſo bad a people as we have ap- 
_ peared for ſome years paſt, Faclion, in 
order to ſupport itſelf, is generally forced 
to make uſe of ſuch abominable inſtru- 
ments, that as long as it prevails, the ge- 
nius of a nation is over- preſſed, and cannot 
appear to exert itſelf; but when that is 
broken and ſuppreſſed, when things return 
to the old courſe, mankind will naturally 
fall to act from principles of reaſon and 
religion. The Romans, upon a great victory 
or eſcape from publick danger, frequently 
built a temple in honour of ſome god, to 
whoſe peculiar favour they imputed their 
ſucceſs or delivery: and ſometimes the 
general 
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general did the like, ar bis own expence, to 
acquit himſelf of ſome pious vow he had 
made. How little of any thing reſembling 
this hath been done by us after all our 
victories! And perhaps for that reaſon 
among others they have turned to fo little 
account. But what could we expect? We 
acted all along as if we believed nothing 
of a God, or his providence; and there- 
fore it was conſiſtent to offer up our edi- 
fices only to zhoſe, whom we looked upon 
as givers of all victory in his ſtead. 

I have computed that fifty churches 
may be built, by a medium, at fix thou- 
ſand pounds fas a church, which is ſome- 
what unden the price of a | ſubjec? s palace; 
yet perhaps the care of above two hundred 
thouſand ſouls, with the benefit of their 
prayers for the proſperity of their Queen 
and country, may be almoſt put in the 
balance with the domeſtick convenience, 
or even magnificence of any /ubjec7 what- 
ſoever. 

Sir William Petty, who under the name 
of captain Graunt, publiſhed ſome obſerva- 
cs upon the bills of mortality about five 
ous after the reparation, tells us the Fin 
riſhes 
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riſhes in Londen: were even then ſo une- 
qually divided, that fome were two hun- 
dred times larger than others. Since that 
time the increaſe of trade, the frequency 


of parliaments, the deſire of living in the 1 
metropolis, together with that genius for 


building which began after the fre, and 
hath ever ſince continued, have prodigi- 
ouſly enlarged this town on all ſides, where 
it was capable of increaſe; and thoſe tracts 
of land built into deri have gener ally 
continued of the ſame pariſh they belonged 
to while they lay in fields; ſo that the 
care of above thirty thouſand ſouls hath 
been ſometimes committed to one mini- 
ſter, whoſe church would hardly contain 
the twentieth part of his flock: neither, 
I think, was any family in thoſe pariſhes 
obliged to pay above a groat a year to their 
ſpiritual paſtor. Some few of thoſe pariſhes 
have been fince divided, in others were 
erected chapels of eaſe, where a preacher 
1s maintained by general contribution. 
Such poor ſhifts and expedients, to the 
infinite ſhame and ſcandal of fo vaſt and 
flouriſhing a city, have been thought ſuf- 
ficient for the ſervice of God and Sl, 


28 
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as if they were circumſtances wholly in- 
different. 


This defect among other conſequences 
of it hath made /chiſm a ſort of neceſſary 


evil; there being at leaſt three hundred 


thouknd inhabitants in this town whom 
the churches would not be able to contain, 
if the people were ever ſo well diſpoſed: 

and in a city not overſtocked with zeal 
the only way to preſerve any degree of 
religion, 1s to make all attendance upon 
the duties of it as ealy and cheap as poſ- 
ſible ; whereas, on the contrary, in the 
larger pariſhes the preſs is ſo great, and the 
pew-keepers tax ſo exorbitant, that thoſe 
vo love to fave trouble and money, either 
ſtay at home or retire to the conventicles. 
I "Herring there are few examples, in any 


chriſtian country, of ſo great a neglect of 


religion; and the diſſenting teachers have 
made their advantage largely by it, /owing 


rares among the wheat while men ſlept, being 


much more expert at procuring contribu- 
tions, which is a trade they are bred up 
in, than men of a liberal education. 

And to fay truth, the way practiſed 
by: ſeveral pariſhes in and about this town, 
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of maintaining their clergy by voluntary 
ſubſcriptions, is not only an indignity to 


the character, but hath many pernicious 


conſequences attending it; ſuch aA Preca- 


rious dependence ſubjecting a clergyman, 


who hath not more than ordinary ſpirit 


and reſolution, to many inconveniences, 


which are obvious to imagine; but this 
defect will no doubt be remedied by the 
wiſdom and piety of the preſent parliumcnt; ; 
and a tax laid upon every houſe in a pa- 
riſh for the ſupport of their paſtor. Neither 


indeed can it be conceived, why a houſe 


whoſe purchaſe is not 1 above one 
third leſs than land of the ſame yearly rent, 
ſhould not pay a twentieth part annual ly 


(which-is half tythe) to the ſupport of the 
miniſter. One thing I could wiſh, that in 


fixing the maintenance to the ſeveral mini- 


ow” in theſe new intended pariſhes no 
determinate ſum of r money may be named, 


which in all perpetuities ought by any 
means to be avoided, but rather a tax in 


proportion to the rent of each houſe, al- 
though it be but a twentieth, or even a 
thirtieth part. The contrary of this „Jam 
told, was done in ſeveral pariſhes of the 

city 
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city after the fire, where the incumbent 
and his ſucceſſors were to receive for ever 
a certain ſum; for example, one or two 
hundred pounds a year. But the lawgivers 


did not conſider, that what we call at 


preſent one Indred pounds will not in 
proceſs of time have the intrinſick value 
of twenty; as twenty pounds now are 
hardly equal to forty ſhillings three hun- 
dred years ago. There are a a eee in- 
ſtances of this all over England in reſerved 
rents applied to hoſpitals, ; in old chiefries, 
and even among the clergy themſelves, in 
thoſe payments which, I think, they call a 
modus. 

As no prince had s ever better diſpoſi- 
tions than her preſent majeſty for the ad- 
vancement of true religion; ſo there never 
was any age, that produced greater occa- 
ſions to employ them on. It is an unſpeak- 
able misfortune, that any deſign of ſo ex- 
cellent a Quzzx ſhould be checked by the 
neceſſities of a long and ruinous war, 
which the folly or corruption of modern 
politicians have involved us in againſt all the 


maxims, whereby our country flouriſhed 


ſo many hundred years: elſe her majeſty's 
y 


care 
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care of religion would certainly have 
reached even to her american plantations. 
Thoſe noble countries ſtocked by numbers 
from hence, whereof too many are in no 
very great reputation for faith or morals, 
will be a perpetual reproach to us, until 
ſome better care be taken for cultivating 
chriſtianity among them. If the governors 
of thoſe ſeveral colonies were obliged at 
certain times to tranſmit an exact repre- 
ſentation of the ſtate of religion i in their 
ſeveral diſtricts, and the legiſlature here 
would in a time of leiſure take that affair 
under their conſideration, it might be 
perfected with little difficulty, and be a 
great addition to the glories of her maje- 
ſty's reign. 

But, to wave further ſpeculations upon 
ſo remote a ſcene, while we have ſubjects 

enough to employ them on at home: it is 
to be hoped the clergy will not let ſlip 
any proper opportunity of improving the 
pious diſpoſitions of the QukEN and king- 
dom for the advantage of the church; 

when, by the example of times paſt, they 
conſider how rarely ſuch conjunctures are 


like to happen. What if ſome method 
were 
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were thought on towards repairing of 
churches; for which there is like to be 
too frequent occaſion; thoſe ancient gothick 
ſtructures throu ghout this kingdom going 
every year to decay. That expedient of 


repairing or rebuilding them by charitable 
collections ſeems in my opinion not very 


ſuitable either to the dignity and uſeful- 
neſs of the work, or to the honour of our 
country; ſince it might be ſo eaſily done 
with very little charge to the publick in 


a much more decent and honourable man- 


ner, while parliaments are ſo frequently 
called. But theſe and other regulations 
muſt be left to a time of peace, which I 
ſhall humbly preſume to with may ſoon 
be our ſhare, however offenſive it may be 
to any, either abroad or at home, who are 


gainers by the war. 
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340 THE EXAMINER, 
NUMBER XII. 
Thurſdey, er 415 1711. 


6 cilicet, ut 22 curvo dignſeere rectum. 


H AVING been forced in my papers 
1 to uſe the cant-words of ie and 
tory, which have ſo often varied their ſig- 
nifications for twenty years paſt; I think 
it neceſſary to ſay Ris of the ſeveral 


changes thoſe two terms have undergone = 


fince that period; and then to tell the 
reader what I have always underſtood by 
each of them, fince I undertook this work. 

I reckon that theſe ſorts of conceited ap- 
pellations are uſually invented by the vul- 
gar; who, not troubling themſelves to 
examine thoroughly the merits of a cauſe, 
are conſequently the moſt violent partiſans 
of what they eſpouſe, and in their quar- 
rels uſually proceed to their beloved ar- 
gument of calling names, until at lengtn 
they light upon one which is fure to ſtick: | 
and in time each party grows proud of 
that appellation, which their adverſaries 
at firſt intended for a reproach. Of this 


kind 


Ne 43. THE EXAMINER 341 


kink were the Praſini and Veneti, the 


Guelfs.and Gibelines, Hugonots, and Papiſts, 


Found-heads, and Cavaliers, with many 
others of ancient and modern date. A- 
mong us of late there ſeems to have been 
a barrenneſs of invention in this point; the 


words whig and rory, although they be not 


much above thirty years old, having been 
preſſed to the ſervice of many ſucceſſions 
of parties with very different ideas faſtened 


to them. This diſtinction, I think, began 


towards the latter part of king Charls the 


ſecond's reign, was dropt during that of 


his ſucceſſor, and then revived at the re- 
volution ; ſince which it hath perpetually 
flouriſhed, although applied to very dif- 
ferent Linde of principles and perſons. In 
that convention of lords and commons, 


ſome of both houſes were for a regency to 


the prince of Orange, with a reſervation 
of ſtyle and title to the abſent king, which 


ſhould be made uſe of in all publick acts: 


others, when they were brought to allow 


the throne vacant, thought the ſucceſſion 
ſhould immediately go to the next heir, 


according to the fundamental laws of the 


kingdom, as if the laſt king were actually 
23 dead. 
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dead. And althou gh the diſk lenting lords 
(in whoſe houſe the chief oppoſition was) 
did at laſt yield both thoſe points, took the 
oaths to the new king, and many of them 
employments; yet they were looked upon 
with an evil eye by the warm 281505 of 
-the other ſide; neither did the court ever 
heartily favour any of them, although 
ſome of them were of the moſt eminent 
for abilities and virtue, and ſerved that 
prince both in his councils and his army 
with untainted faith. It was apprehended 
at the ſame time, and perhaps it might 
have been true, that many of the clergy 
-would have been better pleaſed with the 
ſcheme of a regency, or at leaſt an uninter- 
rupted lineal ſucceſſion, for the ſake of 
thoſe whoſe conſciences were truly /cru- 
Fulous, and they thought there were ſome | 
circumſtances in the caſe of the deprived 
biſhops, that looked a little hard, or at 
leaſt deſerved commiſeration. 

Theſe and other the like e 
did, as I conceive, revive the denomina- 
tions of whig and zory. 

Some time after = revolution the di- 
ſtinction of high and lem church came in, 


which 
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which was raiſed by the diſſenters in order 
to break the church party by dividing the 

members 1 into high and /ow ; and the opi- 

nion raiſed, that the high joined with the 
papiſts, inclined the Ihe to fall in with the 

_ diſſenters. EE | 

And here I ſhall take leave to produce 
ſome principles, which in the ſeveral pe- 

Tiods of the late reign ſerved to denote a 

man of one or t'other party. To be againſt 

a ſtanding army in time of peace was all 
bigh-church, zory, and zantivy; to differ 

from a majority of biſhops was the ſame. 

To raiſe the prerogative above law for 

ſerving a turn, was /w-church and whip. 

The opinion of the majority in the houſe 

of commons, eſpecially of the country 

party or landed intereſt, was high-flying and 
rank tory. To exalt the king's ſuprema- 
cy beyond all precedent, was Jnw-chrrch, 

whiggiſh and moderate. To make the leaſt 
doubt of the pretended prince's being ſup- 
poſititious and a ziler's ſon, was in their 
phraſe 20h and top-gallant, and pes ſect 
jacobitiſin. To reſume the moſt exorbitant 
grants, that were ever given to a ſett of 
profligate favourites, and apply them to 


2 4 the 
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the publick, was the very quinteſſence of 
ztory;/m; notwithſtanding thoſe grants were 
known to be acquired by facrificing the 
honour and the wealth of England. 
In moſt of theſe principles the two 
parties ſeem to have ſhifted opinions, ſince 
their inſtitution under king Charles the 
ſecond; and indeed to have gone very 
different from what was expected from 
each, even at the time of the revolution. 
But as to that concerning the pretender, 
the whios have ſo far renounced it, that 
they are grown the great advocates for his 
legitimacy: which gives me the oppor- 
tunity of vindicating a noble duke, who 
was accuſed of a blunder in the houſe, 
when upon a certain lord's mentioning the 
pretended prince, his grace told the lords, 
he muſt be plain with them, and call that 
perſon, nat - pretended prince, but the 
pretended impoſter : which was ſo far from 
a blunder in that. polite lord, as his ill- 
willers give out, that it was only a refined 
way of delivering the avowed ſentiments 

of his whole party. 

But to return: this was «i ſtate of 
principles, when the Quezxn came to the 
cr OW; 3 
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crown; ſome time after which it pleaſed 


certain great perſons, who had been all 


their lives in the altitude of 7975 profeſſion, 
to enter into a treaty with the ee, from 
Whom they could get better terms than 
from their old friends, who began to be 


reſty, and would not allow ade gelte of 


power and favour, nor conſent to carry on 


the war intirely at the expence of this na- 
tion, that they might have penſions from 


abroad; while another people, more im- 
mediately concerned in the war, traded 
with the enemy as in times of peace; 


whereas the other party, whoſe caſe ap- 


peared then as deſperate, was ready to 
yield to any conditions that would bring 
them into play. And I cannot help 415 
firming, that this nation was made a ſa- 
crifice to the unmeaſurable appetite of 


power and wealth in a very few, that ſhall 


be nameleſs, who in every ſtep they made 


acted directly againſt what they ha” 
ways proferned. And if his royal highneſs 


the prince had died ſome years ſooner, 
(who Was a Per petual check in their career) 


* Prince George of Denmark, 


if 
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it is dreadful to think how far they might 
have proceeded. 

Since that time the bulk of the whig's 
appeareth rather to be linked to a certain 
ſett of perſons, than any certain ſett of 
principles; ſo that if I were to define 4 
member of that party, I ſhould ſay, he was 
one who believed in the late miniſtry. And 
therefore whatever I haveaffirmed of whig's 
in any of theſe papers, or objected againſt 
them, ought to be underſtood either of 
thoſe who were partiſans of the late men 
in power and privy to their deſigns, or 
ſuch who joined with them from a hatred 
to our monarchy and church, as unbe- 
lievers and diſſenters of all 3 or men 
in office, who had been guilty of much 
corruption and dreaded a change, which 
would not only put a ſtop to further ab- 
uſes for the future, but might perhaps i in- 
troduce examinations of what was paſt; 
or thoſe who had been too highly obliged 
to quit their ſupporters with any common 
decency; or laſtly, the onęy-traders, who 
could never hope to make their markets 
ſo well of en and exorbitant inter- 


eſt, 
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eſt, and high remittances by any other ad- 
mibifization. 
Under theſe heads may be reduced the 
whole body of thoſe, whom I have all a- 
long underſtood for Whigs; tor I do not 
include within this number any c of thoſe, 
who have been miſled by ignorance, or 
ſeduced by plauſible pretences, to think 
better of that ſort of men than they de- 
ſerve, and to apprehend mighty dangers 
from their diſprace ; becauſe, I believe the 
greateſt part of ſuch well-meaning people 
are now thoroughly converted. 

And indeed it muſt be allowed, that 
the two fantaſtick names of whig ali tir * 
have at preſent very little relation to thoſe 
opinions, which were at firſt thought to 
diſtinguiſh them. Whoever formerly pro- 
felled” himſelf to approve the revolution, 
to be againſt the pretender, to juſtify the 
ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, to 
think the 4rizj/h monarchy not abſolute, 
but limited by laws which the executive 
power could not diſpenſe with, and to 
allow an indulgence to ſcrupulous con- 
ſciences; ſuch a man was content to be 
called a whig. On the other fide, whoever 
aſſerted 
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aſlerted the QukEN“s hereditary right, that 


the perſons of princes were ſacred, their 

lawful authority not to be reſiſted on any 
pretence; nor even their uſurpations, with- 
out the moſt extreme neceſſity; that 
breaches in the ſucceſſion were highly 

| dangerous; ; that ſchiſm was a great evil 

both in itſelf and its conſequences; that 
the ruin of the church would probably be 
attended with that of the /aze; that no 
| power ſhould be truſted with thoſe who 
are not of the eſtabliſhed religion, ſuch a 
man was uſually called a zory. Now, al- 
though the opinions of both theſe are very 
conſiſtent, and I really think are main- 
tained at preſent by a great majority of 
the kingdom; yet according as men ap- 
prehend the danger greater, either from 

the pretender and his party, or from the 
violence and cunning of other enemies to 
the conſtitution, ſo their common diſ- 
courſes and reaſonings turn either to the 
| firſt or ſecond ſett of theſe opinions I have 
mentioned, and they are conſequently 
{tyled he: hig or tories. Which is as if 
two brothers a pprehended their houſe 
would be ſet upon, but diſagreed about 
the 


N43. THE EXAMINER 349 
the place from whence they thought the 


robbers would come, and therefore would 


go on different ſides to defend it; they 


muſt needs weaken and expoſe themſelves 


by ſuch a /e eparation; and ſo did we, only 


our caſe was worſe; for in order to keep 


off a weak remote enemy, from whom we 


could not ſuddenly apprehend any danger, 
we took a zearer and a flronger one into 

the houſe. I make no compariſon at all 

between the two enemies; popery and 


ſlavery are without doubt the greateſt and 
molt dreadful of any; but I may venture 
to affirm, that the fears of theſe have not, 
at leaſt fince the revolution, been ſo del 
and preſſing upon us as that from another 
faction; excepting only one ſhort period, 
when the leaders of that very faction in- 


vited the abdicating king to return; of 


which I have formerly taken notice. 

Having thus declared, what ſort of per- 
ſons I have always meant under the de- 
nomination of whips, it will be eaſy to 
ſhew whom I underſtand by rories. Such 
whoſe principles in church and ſtate are 


what I have above related; whoſe actions 


are derived from thence, and who have no 
attach- 
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An len to any ſett of miniflers, further 
than as they are friends to the conſtitution 
in all its parts; but will do their utmoſt 


to ſave their prince and country, whoever 
be at the helm. | 


By theſe deſcriptions of hg and rory, 


I am ſenſible thoſe names are given to ſe- 
veral perſons very undeſervedly ; : and that 
many a man 1s called by one or the other, 
who has not the leaſt title to the blame or 
_ praiſe I have beſtowed « on each of them 
throughout my papers. 


NUMBER XLIV. 
Thurſday, June 7 1711. 


Ma agna vis el, magnum omen, unum et 
dem ſentientis ſenatus. 


HOEVER calls to mind the . 


mour and the calumny, the artifi- 

cial fears and jealouſies, the ſnameful miſ- 
repreſentation of perſons and of things, 
that were raiſed and ſpread by the leaders 
and inſtruments of a certain party, upon 
the change of the laſt miniſtry and diſ- 
lolution of parliament; if he be a true 
lover 
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lover of his country, muſt feel a mighty 
pleaſure, although mixed with ſome in- 


dignation, to ſee the wiſhes, the conjec- 
tures, the endeavours of an inveterate 


faction intirely diſappointed; and this im- 
portant period wholly ſpent 1n reſtoring 
the prerogative of the prince, and liberty 
to the ſubject; ; in reforming paſt abuſes 


and | preventing future, ſupplying old defi- 


ciencies, providing for debts, reſtoring the 


clergy to their rights, and taking care of 


the neceſſities of the church; and all this 


unattended with any of thoſe misfortunes 


which ſome men hoped for, while they 
pretended to fear. 
For my own part I muſt confeſs, the 


difficultics appeared fo great to me from 
ſuch a noiſe and ſhew of oppoſition, that 


I thought nothing but the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of affairs could ever juſtify ſo daring 


an attempt. But a wiſe and good prince, 


at the head of an able miniſtry, and of a 
ſenate freely choſen, all united to purſue 


the true intereſt of their country, isa power, 
againſt which the little inferior politicks 
T aw faction will be able to make no 


long refiſtance. To this we may add one 


addi- 
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additional ſtrength, which in the opinion 


of our adverſaries is the greateſt and juſteſt 
of any; I mean the vox populi, lo indiſ— 
putably declarative on the ſame fide. Iam 
apt to believe, when theſe diſcarded poli- 
ticians begin ſeriouſly to conſider all this, 
they will think it proper to give out, and 
reſerve their wiſdom for ſome more con- 
venient Juncture. 

It is pleaſant enough to bree that 
thoſe who were the chief inſtruments of 
raiſing the noiſe, who ſtarted fears, be- 
ſpoke dangers, and formed ominous pro- 
gnoſticks, in order to ſcare the allies, to 
ſpirit the french, and fright ignorant peo- 
* at home, made uſe of thoſe very opi- 
nions themſelves had broached, for argu- 
ments to prove, that the change of mini- 
ſters was dangerous and unſeaſonable. But 
if a houſe be ſivept, the more occaſion there 
is for ſuch a work, the more du/# it will 
raiſe; if it be going to 74m, the repairs, 
however neceſſary, will make a noiſe, and 
diſturb the neighbourhood a while. And as 
to the rejoicings made in France, if it be 
true that they had any, upon the news of 
thoſe alterations among us; their joy was 


grounded 
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grounded upon the ſame hopes with that 
of the white, who comforted themſelves, 
that the change of miniſtry and parlia- 
ment would infallibly put us all into con- 
fuſion, increaſe our diviſions, and deſtroy 
our credit, wherein I ſuppoſe by this time 
they are equally undeceived. 
But this long ſeſſion being 1 in a man- 
ner ended, -which ſeveral circumſtances 
and one 8 altogether unforeſeen, 
have drawn out beyond the uſual time; 
it may be ſome ſmall piece of juſtice to 
ſo excellent an aſſembly barely to men- 
tion a few of thoſe great things they have 
done for the ſervice of their QUEEN and 
country, which I ſhall take notice of juit 
as they come to my memory. 
Ihe credit of the nation began mightily 
to ſuffer by a diſcount upon Exchequer 
bills, which have been generally reckoned 
the ſureſt and moſt facred of all ſecurities. 
The preſent /ord treaſurer, then a member 
of the houſe of commons, propoled a me- 
thod, which was immediately complied 
with, of raiſing them to a par with Jpecie ; 6 
and 10 they have ever ſince continued. 
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The briziſ colonies of N evis and &. 
Chriſtopher's had been miſerably plundered 
by the french, their houſes burnt, their 
plantations deſtroyed, and many of the in- 
habitants carried away priſoners ; they had 
often for ſome years paſt applied in vain 
for relief from hence; until the preſent 
parliament, conſidering their condition as 
a caſe of juſtice and mercy, voted them 
one hundred thouſand pounds by way of 
recompence in ſome manner for their ſut- 
ferings. 
Some perſons, whom ho voice of the 
nation authorizeth me to call her enemies, 

taking advantage of the general naturali- 
zation act, had invited over a great num- 
ber of forcigners of all religions under the 
name of palatines, who underſtood no trade 
or handicraft, yet rather choſe to beg than 
labour ; his: beſides infeſting our ſtreets, 
bred contagious diſeaſes, by which we loſt 
in natives thrice the number of what we 
gained i in foreigners. The houſe of com 
mons, as a remedy againſt this evil, brought 
in a bill for repealing that act * general 
naturalization; which to the ſurprize of 
moſt people was rejected by the Horde, 
An 


myſelf to have been juſtly rebuked by one 


of my weekly moniters for pretending, in 
a former paper, to hope that law would 


be repealed ; wherein the commons being 
diſappointed, took care however to ſend 
many of the palatines away, and to repre- 
ſent their bein g invited over as a pernicious 
_ counſel. : 1 5 

The gualification-bill, incapacitating all 


men to ſerve in parliament, who have not 


ſome eſtate in land either in poſſeſſion or 


certain reverſion, is perhaps the greateſt 


ſecurity that ever was contrived for pre- 
ſerving the conſtitution, which otherwiſe 
might in a little time lie wholly at the 


mercy of the 972d intereſt. And ſince 
much the greateſt part of the taxes is paid 
either immediately from land or from its 
productions, it is but common juſtice, that 
thoſe, who are the proprietors, ſhould ap- 


point what portion of it ought to go to 


the ſupport of the publick ; otherwiſe the 


engroſſers of money would be apt to lay 
heavy loads on others, which themſelves 
never touch with one of their fingers. 
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And upon this occaſion I muſt allow 
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The publick debts were ſo prodigiouſly 


increaſed by the negligence and corrup- 
tion of thoſe, who had” been managers of 
the revenue, that the late miniſters, like 
careleſs men who run out their fortunes, 
were ſo far from any thoughts of payment, 
that they had not the courage to ſtate or 
compute them. The parliament found, 
that thirty-five millions had never been 
accounted for; and that the debt on thge 
navy, wholly unprovided for, amounted 
to nine millions. The late chancellor of the 
Exchequer * | ſuitable to his tranſcendent 
genius for publick affairs, propoſed a fund 
to be ſecurity for that immenſe debt, which 
is now confirmed by a law, and is likely 
to prove the greateſt reſtoration and eſta- 
bliſhment of the kingdom's credit. Not 
content with this, the legiſlature hath ap- 
Pointed commiſſioners of accompts to in- 
ſpect into paſt miſmanagements of the 
publick money, and prevent them for the 
future. 


I have in a former paper mentioned the 
act for ie fifty new churches in 


* Far! of Oxford. 
AE Lond 
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London and Weſtminſter with a fund ap- 
propriated for that pious and noble work. 
But while I am. mentioning acts of piety, 
it would be unjuſt to conceal my lord high 
zreaſurer's concern for religion, which hath 
extended even to another kingdom : his 
lordſhip having ſome months ago obtained 
of her majeſty the firſt fruits and tenths to 
the clergy of Ireland, as he is known to 
have before done to that reverend body 
here. 

The act for carryin g ON a trade to the 
South-ſea, propoſed by the ſame great per- 
fon, whoſe thoughts are perpetually em- 
ployed, and ever with ſucceſs, on the good 
of his country, will in all probability, if 
duly executed, be of mighty advantage to 
the kingdom, and an everlaſting honour 
to the preſent parliament. 

I might go on further, and mention that 
ſeaſonable law againſt exceſſive gaming; 
the putting a ſtop to that ſcandalous fraud 
of falſe muſters in the guards; the diligent 
and effectual enquiry made by the com- 
mons into ſeveral groſs abuſes. I might 


/ 


* See the . s letters to archbiſhop King. 


Aa 3 produce 
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produce many inſtances of chair impartial 


Juſtice i in deciding controverted elections 
againſt former example, and great provo- 


_ cations to retaliate. I might ſhew their 


chearful readineſs in granting ſuch vaſt 
ſupplies; ; their great unanimity, not to be 


broken by all the arts of a malicious and 


cunning faction; their unfeigned duty to 
the Quezn; and laſtly, that repreſenta- 


tion made to her majeſty from the houſe 
of commons, diſcovering ſuch a ſpirit and 


diſpoſition in that noble aſſembly to re- 
rel all thoſe evils, which a long male- 
adminiſtration had brought upon us. 

It is probable, that truſting only to my 


memory I may have omitted many things 


of great importance neither do I pretend 


further in the compals of this paper, than 


to give the world ſome general, however 


imperfect, idea how worthily this great 


aſſembly hath diſcharged the truſt of thoſe, 


who ſo freely choſe them; and what we 
may reaſonably hope and expect from the 
piety, courage, wiſdom, and loyalty of 
ſuch excellent patriots in a time ſo fruit- 


ful of occaſions to exert the greateſt abi- 


lities, 
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And now I conceive the main deſign 
J had in writing theſe papers is fully exe- 
cuted. A preat majority of the nation is 
at length thoroughly convinced, that the 
Queen proceeded with the higheſt wil- 
dom in changing her miniſtry and parlia- 
ment; that under a former adminiſtra- 
tion the greateſt abuſes of all kinds were 
committed, and the moſt dangerous at- 
tempts againſt the conſtitution for ſome 
time intended. The whole kingdom finds 
the preſent perſons in power directly and 
openly purſuing the true ſervice of their 
QuxEN and country; and to be ſuch, 
whom their moſt bitter enemies cannot 
tax with bribery, covetouſneſs, ambition, 
pride, inſolence, or any pernicious prin- 
ciples in religion or government. 

For my own particular, thoſe little 
barking curs, which have ſo conſtantly 
purſued me, I take to be of no further 
cor ſequence to what I have written, than 
the ſcoffing ſlaves of old, placed behind 
the chariot to put the oeneral i in mind of 
his mortality; which was but a thing of 
form, and made no ſtop or diſturbance in 
the ſhow. However, if thoſe perpetual 
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ſnarlers againſt me had the ſame deſign, I 
muſt own they have effectually compaſſed 
it; ſince nothing can well be more mortify- 
ing than to reflect, that I am of the ſame 
ſpecies with creatures capable of uttering 
ſo much ſcurrility, dulneſs, falſhood, and 


impertinence, to the ſcandal and diſgrace 
of human nature? 


* As Ne 13 was the firſt of theſe papers written by Dr. 
Swift, No 44 was the laſt, Six more have been "cited in 
the 1riþþ Edition, which is a proof among many others, that 
He was not the Editor. In a Letter of his to Stella, dated 
June 7th, 1711, the day on which the Examiner N® 44 was 
an there is the following paragraph: As for the 
Examiner, I have heard a whiſper, that after that of this day, 
<« which tells what this parliament has done, you will hardly find 
ce them ſo good; I propheſy they will be traſh for the future 
e and methinks in this day s Examiner the Author talks doubt- 
«« fully, as if he would write no more, ſo that if they go on, 
60 they may probably be by ſome other hand; Which in my 
c opinion 1s a thouſand pities; but who can help it? Obſerve 
< whether the change be diſcovered in Dublin; only for your 
<« own curioſity.” In a ſubſequent Letter, dated Auguſt 24th 
he ſays, the Examiner has been down this Month, and 
« was very lilly the five or fix 1 papers.” 
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Humbly offered to the 
MEMBERS 
OF THE 


OCTOBER CLUB. 


In a LETTER from a PERSON of HonouR, 


Written in the Year MpDccx1. 


* 


THE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 


BOUT the year, when. her late ma- 


in Mr. Harley, Mr. S. Fohn, Sir Simon 


Harcourt, and ſome others; the firſt of 


theſe being made an earl and lord trea- 


ſurer, he was ſoon after blamed by his 


friends for not making a general ſweep 
of all the whips, as the latter did of their 


adverſaries upon her may jeſty's death, 


when they came into power. At that 


time a great number of parliament men, 


amounting to above two hundred, grew 


1o warm upon the {ſlowneſs of the trea- 
ſurer in this part, that they formed them- 
| ſelves into a body under the name of the 


October Club, and had many meetings to | 


conſult upon ſome methods, that might 


ſpur on thoſe in power, ſo that they might 
make a quicker diſpatch in removing all 
of the whip leaven from the employments 


they ſtill poſſeſſed. To prevent the ill 


conſequences of this diſcontent among ſo 
many worthy members, the reſt of the 


ES miniſtry | 


_ jeity of bleſſed memory thought 
proper to change her miniſtry, and brought 
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miniſtry joined with the treafurer partly 
to pacity, and partly to divide thoſe, who 
were in greater haſte than moderate men 
thought conyenient. It was well known, 
that the ſuppoſed author met a conſider- | 
able number of this club in a publick- 
| houſe, where he convinced them very 
plainly of the treaſurer's ſincerity with 
many of thoſe very reaſons, which are 
urged in the following diſcourſe, beſides 
ſome others, which were not ſo proper to 
appear at that time in print. 

The treaſurer alledged in his deſence, 
that ſuch a treatment would not conſiſt 
with prudence, becauſe there were many 
employments to be beſtowed, which re- 
quired {kill and practice; that foveral gen- 
tlemen, who poſſeſſed them, had been long 

verſed, very loyal to her majeſty, had ne- 
ver been violent party men, and were 
ready to fall into all honeſt meaſures for 
the ſervice of their queen and country, 
But however, as offices became vacant, 
he would humbly recommend to her ma- 
jeſty ſuch gentlemen, whoſe principles 
with regard bern to church and ſtate his 

friends 
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friends would approve of, and he would 
be ready to accept their recotnmendiiticns; 
Thus the earl proceeded in procuring em- 
ployments for thoſe, who deſerved them 
by their honeſty and abilities to execute 
them; which I confeſs to have been a 
ſingularity not very likely to be imitated. 


However the gentlemen of this club ftill 
continued uneaſy that no quicker progreſs 


was made in removals, until thoſe who 
were leaſt violent began to ſoften a little, 
or by dividing them the whole affair 


dropped. During this difficulty we have 
been aſſured, that the following diſcourſe 


was very ſeaſonably publiſhed with great 
ſucceſs, ſhewing the difficulties that the 
_ earl of Oxford lay under, and his real de- 
ſire, that all perſons in employment {hould 
be true loyal churchmen, zealous for her 
majeſty's honour and ſafety, as well as for 


the ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, if ; 


the queen ſhould happen to die without 
iſſue. This diſcourſe having been pub- 
liſhed about the year 1711, and many of 


the facts forgotten, would not have been 


generally underſtood without ſome expla- 
Eez nation, 
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nation, which we have now endeavoured 
to give, becauſe it ſeems a point of hiſtory 
too material to be loſt. We owe this piece 
of intelligence to an intimate of the ſup- 
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Sd! NCE the firſt inuten of your 


ſociety, I have always thought you 
capable 1 the greateſt things. Such a 
number of perſons, members of parlia- 
ment, true lovers of our conſtitution in 


church and ſtate, meeting at certain times, 


and mixing buſineſs and converſation to- 
gether without the forms and conſtraint 


neceſſary to be obſerved in publick aſſem- 

blies, muſt very much improve each others 
underſtanding, correct and fix your judg- 
ment, and prepare yourſelves againſt any 
deſigns of the oppoſite party. Upon the 
opening of this ſeſſion an incident hath 
happened, to provide againſt the conſe- 
quences whereof will require your utmoſt 
E e 3 vigi- 
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h vigilance and application, All this laſt 


ſummer the enemy was working under 


ground, and laying their train; they gra- 
dually became more frequent and bold in 
their pamphlets and papers, while thoſe 
on our fide were dropped, as if we had no 
farther occaſion for them. Some time be- 
fore an opportunity fell into their hands, 

which they have cultivated ever ſince; 

and thereby have endeavoured in ſome 
ſort to turn thoſe arts againſt us, which 

had been ſo effectually employed to their 
ruin: a plain demonſtration of their ſupe- 
rior {kill at intrigue; to make a ſtratagem 
ſucceed a ſecond time, and this even a- 
gainſt thoſe who firſt tried it upon them. 
I know not whether this opportunity I 
have mentioned could have been prevented 
by any care without ſtraining a very ten- 
der point, which thoſe chiefly concerned 
avoided by all means, becauſe it might 
ſeem a counterpart of what they had fo 
much condemned in their predeceſſors; 
although it is certain the two caſes were 
widely different; and if policy had once 
got the better of. good nature, all had been 
fate, for there was no other danger in 
view: 
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view: but the conſequences of this were 
foreſeen from the beginning; and thoſe 
who kept the watch had early warning of 
it. It would have been a maſter-picce of 
- prudence in this caſe to have made a 


friend of an enemy. But whether that were 


poſſible to be compaſſed, or whether it 


were ever attempted, is now too late to 
enquire. All accommodation was render- 


ed deſperate by an unlucky proceeding 


ſome months ago at Windſor, which was 


a declaration 'of war too frank and gene- 
rous for that ſituation of affairs; and I am 
told, was not approved by a certain great 
e e It was obvious to ſuppoſe, that 


in a particular, where the honour and in- 
tereſt of a huſband were fo cloſely united © ib 


with thoſe of a wife, he might be ſure of 


her utmoſt endeavours for his protection, | 
although ſhe neither loved nor eſteemed 
him. The danger of loſing power, favour, 


profit, and a ſhelter from domeſtick tyran- 
ny, were ſtrong incitements to, ſtir up a 


working brain early practiſed in all the 
arts of intriguing. Neither is it ſafe to 


count upon the weakneſs of any man's 


88 who is thoroughly poſſeſſed 
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with the f. pirit of revenge to ſharpen his 
invention: nothing elle is required beſides 

obſequiouſneſs and aſſiduity; which, as they 


are often the talents of thoſe who have no 
better, ſo they are apt to make impreſſions | 


upon the 4% and greateſt minds. 


It was no ſmall advantage to the deſs ef gu- 
ing party, that ſince the adventure at 
Windſor the perſon on whom we ſo much 


+: depend was long abſent by ſickneſs ; which 
© hindered him from parking thoſe mea- 


| ſures, that miniſters are in prudence forced 
to take to defend their country and them- 
ſelves againſt an irritated faction. The ge- 
gotiators on the other {ide improved this 
favourable conjuncture to the utmoſt; 

and by an unparallelled boldneſs, accom- 


bn panied | with many falſhoods, perſuaded | 


certain lords (who were already in the _ 


fame principle, but were afraid of making 
a wrong ſtep, leſt it ſhould lead them out 
| of their coaches into the dirt) that voting 
in appearance againſt the court would be 
the ſafeſt courſe to avoid the danger they 
moſt apprehended, which was that of loſ- 
ing their penſions; and their opinions, 
when produced, would by ſeemingly con- 


tradicting 
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tradicting their intereſt have an appear- 
ance of virtue into the bargain. This with 


ſome arguments of more 1mediate hoer 


went far in producing that ſtrange unex- 
pected turn we have ſo lately ſeen, and 
from which our adverſaries reckoned upon 
ſuch wonderful effects; and ſome of them, 
particularly my lord a juſtice, began 

to act as if all were already in their power. 
But although the more immediate cauſes 


i of this deſertion were what I have above 
related, yet I am apt to think, it would 


hardly A bee attempted, or at leaſt 
not have ſucceeded, but tor a prevailing 
opinion, that the chareh party and the 


miniſters had different views, or at leaſt 


were not ſo firmly united as they ought 
to have been. It was commonly ſaid, and 


I ſuppole not without ſome ound. of 


truth, that many gentlemen of your club 
were diſcontented to find fo little done; 
that they thought it looked as if people 
were not in earneſt; that they expected to 
ſee a thorough change with reſpe& to em- 


ployments; ; and although every man could 
not be provided for, yet when all places 


were filed with perſons of principles, 


there 
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there would be fewer complaitits and leſs 
danger from the other party ; that this 
change was hoped for all laſt ſummer, and 
_ even to the opening of the ſeſſion, yet 
nothing done. On the other hand, it was 
urged by ſome in favour of the miniſtry, 
that it was impoſſible to find employments 
for one pretender 1n twenty ; and therefore 
in gratifying one nineteen would be diſ- 
obliged ; but while all had leave to hope, 
they would all endeavour to deſerve : but 
this again was eſteemed a very ſhallow 
policy, which was too eafily ſeen through, 
muſt ſoon come to an end, and would 
cauſe a general diſcontent ; with twenty 
other objections to which it was liable: 
and indeed, conſidering the ſhort life of 
miniſters in our climate. it was with ſome 
reaſon thought a little hard, that thoſe for 


whom any employment was intended, 


ſhould by ſuch a delay be probably de- 5 


prived of half their benefit; not to men- 
tion, that a miniſtry is beſt confirmed, 
when all inferior officers are in its — 1 
| T have ſet this cauſe of complaint in the 

ſtrongeſt light, although my deſign is to 
endeavour that it {hould have no manner 


„ 
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of weight with you, as Jam confident our 


adverſaries counted upon, and do {till ex 


pect to find mighty advantages by it. 
Baut it is neceſſary to ſay ſomething to 


this objection, which in all appearance lieth 


ſo hard upon the preſent miniſtry. What 


{hall I offer upon ſo tender a point? How ʒ 


ſhall I convey an anſwer that none will 
| apprehend, except thoſe for whom I in- 
tend it? I have often pitied the condition 


of great miniſters upon ſeveral accounts 
but never ſo much upon any, as when 
their duty obliges them to bear the blame 


and envy of actions, for which they will 
not be anſwerable in the next world, al- 


though they dare not convince the pre- 
ſent, until it is too late. This letter is ſent 
you, gentlemen, from no mean hand, nor 
from a perſon uninformed, although. for 
the reſt as little concerned in point wi} in: 


tereſt for any change of miniſtry, as moſt 
others of his tellow-ſubjects. I may there- 
fore aſſume ſo much to myſelf, as to deſire 
you will depend upon it, that a ſhort time 


will make manifeſt, — little the defect 
you complain of ought to lie at that door, 


where your enemies would be glad to ſee 
| you 


o 
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you place it. The wiſeſt man, who is not 
very. near the ſpring of affairs, but views 
them only in their iſſues and events, will 
be apt to fix applauſes and reproaches in 
the wrong place; which is the true cauſe 
of a weakneſs, that I never yet knew great 
- miniſters without; I mean their being deaf 
to all advice: for if a perſon of the beſt 
underſtanding offers his opinion in a point, 
where he is not maſter of all the circum- 


Rances, (which perhaps are not to be told) 
it is a hundred to one but he runs into an 


. abſurdity: from whence it is, that mini- 


ſters falſly conclude themſelves to be e- 
qually wiſer than others in general things, 
where the common reaſon of mankind 
ought to be the judge, and is probably 
| leſs byaſſed than theirs. I have known a 
a great man of excellent parts pars 
purſue a point of no importance, againſt 


the advice of every friend he had, until it 


ended in his ruin. I have ſeen great abili- 
ties rendered utterly uſeleſs by unaccount- 
able and unneceſſary delay, and by diffi- 
culty of acceſs, by which a thouſand op- 
portunities are ſuffered to eſcape. I have 
obſerved the Hgrongeſ — to ſink 1 

er 
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der too great a load of buſineſs, for want 
of dividing a due proportion among others. 
Theſe and more that might be named, 


are obvious failings, which every ratibrigl 


man may be allowed to diſcern, as well as 


lament ; and wherein the wiſeſt miniſter 


may receive advice from others of inferior 
underſtanding. But in thoſe actions where 
we are not thoroughly informed of all the 


motives and circumſtances, it is hardly 


poſſible, that our judgment ſhould not be 
miſtaken. I have often been one of the 


company, where we have all blamed a 


meaſure taken, which hath afterwards 


proved the only one that could poſſibly 


have ſucceeded. Nay, I have known thoſe 
very men, who have formerly been in the 
ſecret of affairs, when a new ſett of people 


hath come in, offering their refinements | 


and conjectures in a very plauſible man- 
ner upon what was ailing, and widely 
err inall they advanced. | 

Whatever occaſions may have been given 
for complaints, that enough hath not beer 
done, thoſe complaints ſhould not be car- 


Tied ſo far as to make us forget what hath 


been done, which at firſt was a great deal 


more 
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more than we hoped, or thought practi- 
cable; and you may be aſſured, that ſo 
much courage and addreſs were not em 
ploy red in the beginning of ſo great a 
work without a reſolution of carrying it 
through, as faſt as opportunities would 
offer. Any of the moſt ſanguine gentle- 
men in your club would gladly have com- 
pounded two years ago to have been aſ- 
ſured of ſeeing affairs in the preſent ſitua- 
tion: it is principally to the abilities of 
one great man, that you, gentlemen, owe 
the happineſs of meeting together to cul- 
tivate good principles, and m yourſelves 
into a body for defending your country 
againſt a reſtleſs and dangerous faction. 
It is to the ſame we all owe that mighty 
change in the moſt important poſts of the 
kingdom; that we ſee the ſacred perſon 
of our prince encompaſſed by thoſe, whom 
we ourſelves would have choſen, if it had 
been left to our power: and-if every thing 
beſides that you could wiſh hath not been 
| hitherto done, you will be but juſt to im- 
pute it to ſome powerful although un- 
known impediments, wherein the miniſtry 
is more to be lamented than blamed. But 
there 
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there is good reaſon to hope from the 
_ vigorous proceedings of the court, that 
_ theſe inpediments will in a ſhort time ef- 
tectually be removed : and one great mo- 
tive to haſten the removal of them will 
| doubtleſs be the reflection upon thoſe dan- 


gerous conſequences, which had like to 


have enſued upon not removing them be- 


fore. Beſides, after ſo plain and formida- 
ble a conviction that mild and moderate 
methods meet with no other reception or 
return, than to ſerve as opportunities to 
the inſatiable malice of an enemy; power 
will awake to vindicate itſelf, and diſ- 
arm its oppoſers, at leaſt of all off en roe 
Weapons. 
Conſider if you pleaſe, how hard beſet 
the preſent miniſtry hath been on every 
ſide: by the impoſſibility of carrying on 
the war any longer without taking the 
moſt deſperate courſes; or of recovering 
Spain from the houſe of Bourbon, although 
we could continue it many years longer : 
by the clamours of a faction againſt any 
peace without that condition, which the 
moſt knowing among themſelves allowed 
to be impracticable; by the ſecret cabals 


of 
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of foreign miniſters, who have endeavoured 
to inflame our people, and ſpirited up a 
ſinking faction to blaſt all our endeavours 
for peace with thoſe popular reproaches 
of France and the pretender; not to men- 
tion the danger they have been in from 
private inſmiatioms of ſuch a nature as it 
was almoſt impoſſible to fence againſt. 
Theſe clouds now begin to blow over, and 
thoſe who are at the Helm will have leiſure 
to look about them, and complete what 
yet remains to be done. — 
That confederate body, which now 
makes up the adverſe party, conſiſteth of 
an union ſo monſtrous and unnatural, that 
in a little time it muſt of neceſſity fall to 
pieces. The difſenters with reaſon think 
themſelves betrayed and fold by their re- 
thren. What they have been told, that the 
preſent vill againſt occaſional conformity was 
to prevent a greater evil, is an excuſe too 
groſs to pals; and if any other profound 
_ refinement were meant, it is now come to 
nothing. The remaining ſections of the 
party have no other tie, but that of an 
inveterate hatred and rancour againſt thoſe 
in power, without agreeing in any other 


common 
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common intereſt, not cemented by prin- 


ciple or perſonal friendſhip : I ſpeak par- 


_ ticularly of their leaders; and although 
I know that court enmities are as en- 
ſtant as its friendſhips, yet from the dif- 
ierence of temper and priaciple, as well as 


the ſcars remaining of former animoſities, 


I am perſuaded their league will not be of 


long continuance: I know ſeveral of them, 


who will never pardon thoſe with whom 
they are now in confederacy; and when 


once they ſee the preſent miniſtry thorough- 


ly fixed, they will grow weary of Hunting 


upon a cold ſcent, or playing a de perate 


game, and crumble away. 


On the other fide, while the malice of | 


that party continues in vigour, while they 
yet feel the bruiſes of the fall, which 
pain them aireſh ſince their late d; ab lein 


ment, they will leave no arts untried to 


recover themſelves; and it behoves all, 
who have any regard lor the ſafety of the 
QurRN or her kingdom, to join unani- 
mouſly againſt an adverſar y, who will re- 


turn full fraught with vengeance upon the 


firſt opportunity that ſhall offer: and this 


perhaps is more to be regarded, becauſe 


that party ſeem yet to have a reſerve of 
Ft hope 
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hope i in the ſame quarter from whence their 
laſt reinforcement came. Neither can any 
thing cultivate this hope of theirs ſo much 
as a diſagreement among ourſelves found- 
ed upon a jealouſy of the miniſtry, who 
I think need no better a teſtimony of their 
good intentions, than the inceſſant rage 
of the farty-leaders againſt them. 
There is one fault which both ſides are 
apt to charge upon themſelves, and very 
generoully commend their adverſaries for 
the contrary virtue. The tries acknow- 85 
ledge, that the hig out- did them in re- 
warding their friends, and adhering to each 
other: the ig allow the ſame to the 20 
ries. J am apt to think, that the former 
may a little excel the latter 3 in this point; 
for doubtleſs the zores are leſs vindictive of 
the two; and whoever is remiſs in purſh- 
ing, will probably be ſo in rewarding ; al- 
though at the ſame time I well remember 
the clamours often raiſed during the reign 
of that party againſt the leaders, by thoſe 
who thought their merits were not re- 
warded ; and they had reaſon on their ſide, 
becaule it is no doubt a misfortune to for- 
feit honour and conſcience for nothing: but 


wes the caſe is very different at this 
time, 
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time, when whoever adheres to the admi- 
niſtration, doth ſervice to Gop, his prince, 
and his country, as well as contributes to 
his own private intereſt and ſafety. 

But if the whip leaders were more grate- 
ful in rewarding their friends, it muſt be 
avowed likewiſe, that the bulk of them 
was in general more zealous for the ſervice 

of their party, even when abſtracted from 
any private advantage, as might be ob- 
ſerved in a thouſand inſtances; for which 
I would likewiſe commend them, if it 
were not natural for mankind to be more 

Violent in an ill cauſe than a good ane. -- 

The perpetual diſcord of factions, with 
ſeveral changes of late years in the very na- 

ture of our government, have controlled 
many maxims among us. The court and 
country party, which uſed to be the old 
diviſion, ſeems now to be ceaſed, or ſuſ- 
pended for better times and ware princes. 
'The Queen and miniſtry are at this time | {| 
fully in the true intereſt of the kingdom; 1 
and therefore the court and country are of 
a ſide; and the 651g, who originally were '| 
of the latter, are now of neither, but an i} 
= independent faction, nurſed up by the ae 
 Ceſſities or miſtakes of a late good, although || 
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unexperienced prince. Court and country 
ought therefore to join their forces againſt 
theſe common enemies, until they are en- 
tirely diſperſed and diſabled. It is enough 
to arm ourſelves againſt 875 when we 
conſider that the greateſt misfortunes which 
can befall the nation, are what would moſt 
anſwer their intereſt and their wiſhes ; a 
perpetual war increaſes their money, breaks 
and beggars their landed enemies. The ruin 
of the church would pleaſe the diſſenters, 
deiſis, and ſccinians, whereof the body of 
their party conſiſts. A commonwealth, or a 
Protector, would gratify the republican prin- 
ciples of ſome, and the ambition of others 
among them. | 
I would infer from hence, that no diſ- 
contents of an inferior nature, ſuch I mean 
as I have already mentioned, ſhould be 
carried ſo far as to give any il impreſſion 
of the preſent miniſtry. If all things have 
not been hitherto done as you, gentlemen, 
could reaſonably wiſh, it can be imputed 
only to the ſecrei 88 of that fac- 
tion. The truth of this hath appeared from 
ſome late incidents more viſibly than for- 
merly. Neither do I believe that any one 
will now make a doubt, whether a certain 


perfor 
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perſon be in earneſt, after the united and 


avowed endeavours of a whole party to 


ſtrike directly at his head. 


When it happens by ſome private croſs 
intrigues, that a great man hath not the 


power which is thought due to his ſtation, 
he will however paid deſire the repu- 
tation of it, without which he neither can 
preſerve the dignity, nor hardly go through 
the common buſineſs of his place; yet is 
it that reputation to which he owes all the 
envy and hatred of others, as well as his 
own diſquicts. Mean time his expecting 


friends impute all their diſappointments to 


ſome deep deſign, or to his defect of good 
will; and his enemies are ſure to cry up 
his exceſs of power, eſpecially in thoſe 
points where they are confident it is moſt 
ſhortened. A miniſter in this difficult caſe 
is ſometimes forced to preſerve his credit 
by forbearing what is in his power, for fear 


of diſcovering how far the limits extend of 


what is nt; or perhaps for fear of ſhewing 
an inclination contrary to that of his ma- 
ter. Yet all this while he lies under the 
reproach of delay, un/teddineſs, or want of 
ſmcerity. So that there are many incon- 
veniences and dangers either in diſcovering 


or 


a * 
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or concealing the want of power. Neither 
is it hard to conceive, that miniſters may 


happen to ſuffer for the fins of their prede- 


ceſſors, who by their great abuſes and mo- 


nopolies of power and favour have taught 
princes to be more thrifty for the future 
in the diſtribution of both. And as in 
common life, whoever hath been long 
confined is very fond of his liberty, and 
will not eaſily endure the very appearance 
of reſtraint, even from thoſe who have 
been the un ne of ſetting him free; 
ſo it is with the recovery of power, which 
1s uſually attended with an undiſtinguiſh- 
ed jealouſy, leſt it ſhould be again invaded. 
In ſuch a juncture I cannot diſcover, why 
a wile and honeſt man ſhould venture to 
place himſelf at the head of affairs upon 
any other regard than the ſafety of his 
country, and the advice of SUCr ares, to pre- 
vent an ill man from coming in. 

Upon the whole, I do not ſce any one 
ground of ſuſpicion or diſlike, which you, 
gentlemen, or others, who wiſh well to their 

country, may have entertained about per- 
ſons or proceedings, but what may pro- 
bably be miſapprehended even by thoſe, 
who think they have the beſt information, 


"oy 7 
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N: ay, I will venture to go one ſtep farther, 
by adding, that although it may not be 
prudent to ſpeak out upon this occafion ; = 
yet whoever will reaſon impartially upon 
the whole ſtate of affairs, muſt entirely ac- 
quit the miniſtry of that delay and neutra- 
lity, which have been laid to their charge. 1 
Or ſuppoſe ſome ſmall part of this accu- 
ſation were true, (which 1 poſitively know 


to be otherwiſe, whereof the world will 


ſoon be convinced) yet the conſequences 
of any reſentment at this time muſt either 
be none at all, or the moſt fatal that can 
be imagined; Ge if the preſent miniſtry be 
made ſo uneaſy, that a change be thought 
neceſſary, things will return of courſe into 
the old hands of thoſe, whoſe Iitele fingers 
will be found heavier than their predeceſſors 
loins. The whig faction is fo dextrous at 
corrupting, and the people ſo ſuſceptible 
of it, that you cannot be ignorant how 
caſy it will be after ſuch a turn of affairs 
upon a new election to procure a majo- 
rity againſt you. They will reſume their 
power with a ſpirit like that of Marius or 
Hylla, or the laſt triumvirate ; and thoſe 


miniſters, who have been maſt cenſured. 


for too much heſitation, will fall the firſt 
ſacrifices 
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or concealing the want of power. N Ather 
is it hard to conceive, that miniſters may 
happen to ſuffer for the ſens of rbeir prede- 
ceſſors, who by their great abuſes and mo- 
nopolies of power and favour have taught 


princes to be more. thrifty for the future 
in the diſtribution of both. And as in 


common lite, whoever hath been long 


_ confined is very fond of his liberty, and 
will not eaſily endure the very appearance 
of reſtraint, even from thoſe who have 
been the cnfdrumcgite of ſetting him free; 
ſo it is with the recovery of power, which 

zs uſually attended with an undiſtinguiſh- 
ed jealouly, leſt it ſhould be again invaded. 
In ſuch a juncture I cannot diſcover, why 
a wiſe and honeſt man ſhould venture to 
place himſelf at the head of affairs upon 
any other regard than the fafety of his 
country, and the advice of Socrates, to pre- 
vent an ill man from coming in. 225 
Upon the whole, I do not ſee any one 


ground of ſuſpicion or diſſike, which you, 
-gentlemen, or others, who wiſh well to their 
country, may have entertained about per- 
ſons or proceedings, but what may pro- 
- bably be miſapprehended even by thoſe, 

| who think they have the beſt information, 


Nay * 
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N ay, I will venture to go one ſtep farther, 


by adding, that although it may not be 


prudent to {peak out upon this occaſion; 
yet whoever will reaſon impartially upon 
the whole ſtate of affairs, muſt entirely ac- 
quit the miniſtry of that delay and neutra- 
lity, which have been laid to their charge. | 
Or ſuppoſe ſome ſmall part of this accu- 

ſation were true, (which I poſitively know 
to be otherwile, whereof the world will 
ſoon be convinced) yet the conſequences 
of any reſentment at this time muſt either 
be none at all, or the moſt fatal that can 
be imagined; * if the preſent miniſtry be 
made ſo uneaſy, that a change be thought 


neceſſary, things will return of courſe into 


the old hands of thoſe, whoſe little fingers 
will be found heavier 1 their predeceſſors 
loins. The whig faction is fo dextrous at 
corrupting, and the people ſo ſuſceptible 
of it, that you cannot be ignorant how 
eaſy it will be after ſuch a turn of affairs 
upon a new election to procure a majo- 
rity againſt you. They will reſume their 
power with a ſpirit like that of Marius or 
Sy/la, or the laſt triumvirate; and thoſe 
miniſters, who have been maſt cenſured 
for too much heſitation, will fall the firſt 


ſacrifices 
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ſacrifices to their ven geance: but theſe are 


the ſmalleſt miſchiefs to be apprehended 
from ſuch returning exiles. What ſecurity 
can a prince hope for his perſon, or his 
crown, or even for the monarchy itſelf? 
He muſt expect to ſee his beſt friends 
brought to the ſcaffold for afſerting his 
rights; to ſee his prerogative trampled on, 
and his treaſure applied to feed the avarice 
. of thoſe, who make themſeboes his keepers; to 
hear himſelf treated with inſolence and 
| contempt; to have his family purged at 
pleaſure by their humour and malice; and 
to retain even the name and 8 of a 
king no longer than his ephori ſhall think 
Theſe are the inevitable conſequences 
of ſuch a change of affairs, as that en- 
venomed party is now projecting; which 
will beſt be prevented by your firmly ad- 
hering to the preſent miniſtry, until this 
domeſtick enemy is out of all poſſibility of 


making head any more. 


SD 
BRITAN 
CNICVM 


